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Hiftoricai  Account* 

,  OF  THE 

Plague  in  London  in  1 66%  i 

With  precautionary  Directions  againft 
the  like  Contagion . 

By  N  ath.  Hodges,  M.  D. 

And  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficiaris,  whd 
refided  in  the  City  all  that  Time; 


To  which  is  added*  An 


r,  j 

On  the  different  Caufes  of  Pestilentiai. 
Diseases,  and  how  they  become 

Contagious : 

WITH 

REMARKS 

On  the  Infection  now  in  France,  and 
the  mold  probable  Means,  to  prevent  its 
Spreading  here. 


By  John  Qu  incy,  M.  D. 
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LONDON :  Printed  for  E.  Bed,  at  the  Crofs  Keys  and  Bible 
in  CornhiU :  and  J.  O shorn ,  at  the  Oxford- Arms  in  Lorn- 
k^rd-fireet,  1720. 
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T  may  he  needle fs  to  acquaint 
the  Reader  why  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sheets  are  puhlijhed  at 
this  Time ,  we  being  all  hut 
too  juftly  apprifed  of  the 
*  Danger  there  may  he ?  of  wanting  thofi 
Helps ,  which  are  here  intended  to  be  fup- 
plied y  as  far  as  fitch  Means  ds  thefe  can 
do  it . 

THE  Treatife  of  Dr.  Hodges  con* 
tains  the  best  Account  of  the  late  Vifitatiod 
Sy  a  Plague  here  in  England/  of  any  hi - 

thfrto 


iv  The  PREFACE. 

tberto  extant  ;  and  though  fome  Readers 
may  indeed  obferve ,  that  the  Enthufiajliek 
Strain  of  the  preceeding  Times  very  much 
hurts  his  Style  and  Perfpicuity ;  futh  an 

Influence  had  the  Spirit  of  Delujion  even 

<  i 

'over  Matters  of  Science :  However ,  the 
rtiofi  affected  Peculiarities  and  Luxuriancies 
of  that  kind  are  here  avoideda 


/ 


W  HA  T  is  hereunto  added ,  hath  been 
partly  extracted  from  Papers  wrote  fome  Tears 
agOy  and  partly  put  together  fine#  our  prefent 
Apprehenfions  from  Abroad .  The  Enumera¬ 
tion  of  fo  many  Caufes  of  a  Pef  Hence ,  or 
like  ChangeSy  as  haioe  rto  Relation  to  the 
prefent  Cafe$  may  to  fome  perhaps  feerri 
fuperfluous  ;  but  ??iy  Defign  hereby ,  was  only 
the  better  to  inculcate  a  right  Under /landing 
of  a  Contagion,  which  is  the  laf  Confe - 
tpuencey  and  highefl  Degree  of  Aggravation 
they  are  capable  of  rtfing  to ;  and  gradually 
to  lead  PerfonSy  not  well  accuflomed  to  fuch 
MatterSy  from  the  more  obvious ,  to  the  more 
fee  ret  Means  of  bringing  fuch  terrible  Chan~ 
ges  into  our  Confutation^ 


WHAT 


The  PREFACE.  ¥ 

\  T  *  *  * 

t 

WHAT  relates  to  fuch  precautionary 
Means  for  our  Security  againfi  the  prefent 
Infection  now  Abroad ,  as  concern  the  Magi - 
ftrate,  1  have  prejumed  to  fay  but  very 
little  to  ;  becaufe  I  underjland  fuch  Jnjlrucli ~ 
ons  are  novo  waited  for  from  a  very  great 
and  able  Phyfician :  But,  with  Submtfjion 
to  the  wijefl,  I  cannot  but  repeat  it 
here  again ,  that  no  humane  Means  fee  ms 
more  abfolutely  neceffary ,  than  to  remove  the 
XnfeBed  immediately  upon  their  Seizure 9 
out  of  all  great  Towns ,  and  provide  for 
their  due  Support  in  all  Things ,  in  open 
Country  Places*,  far  the  Dijlemper  becomes 

T 

not  infectious  till  fome  Time  after  Seizure . 

A  S  for  what  every  Perfon  may  do  for 
his  private  Safety ,  I  have  given  feveral 
additional  Hints,  either  fuller  or  plainer 
than  Dr .  Hodges  hath  done.  And  becaufe 
his  Antidotes  and  precautionary  Medicines 
are  now  obfolete,  and  not  by  much  Jo  elegant 
cr  eafie  to  be  procured 3  us  the  prefent  Pra~ 
Bice  and  Shops  do  [apply,  I  have  added  fome 
Formula^  to  be  complied  with,  or  altered , 


vi  The  P  R  E  F  A  G  E. 

as  different  Exigencies ,  and  better  Judges 

it 

may  think  jit . 

1 F  the  Reader  jhould  be  curious  enough 
to  note  any  Incorre&tnejfes  of  Style,  or  Ty¬ 
pographical  Errors ,  he  is  dejired  to  excufe 
them j  from  the  great  Hurry  which  the fe  Sheets 
pa(fed  through  the  Prefl  in,  although  there 
hath  been  as  much  Care  taken  to  prevent 
either ,  as  fo  much  Hajl  with  which  they  were 
Called  for  would  admit  of* 
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A  Table  of  the  Funerals 

IN  THE  _  hi/f  &-J 

eral  Parifhes  within  the  Bills  or  Morta¬ 
lity  of  the  City  of  JLO  N  D  O  N \ 

For  the  Year  i665* 
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In  the  1 6  Parifhrs  without  the  Walls ,  Total  of  the  Funerals  41 J  5 1  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  28888. 
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In  the  12  Parijies  in  the  outer  Parts ,  Total  of  the  Funerals  28554;  Died  of  the  Plague  21420. 


St.  Clements  Danes  * - * 

St.  Paul  Covent  Garden  — * 


1969 

408 


i  3 1 9jSt.  Martins  in  the  Fields 
261  jSt.  Mary  Savoy  - 


4804 

303 


2883 

198 


St.  Margarets  Weftminfter 
Whereof  at  the  Pefthoufe _ 


47if3W 

—I  ■?« 

a  .  ,  ; 

in  the  5  Parifhes  of  the  C)  and  Liberties  of Weftminfter,  Total  of  the  Funerals  1 2 194  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  40  3. 

|j  Total  of  the  Funerals  —  97506. 

Died  of  the  Plague  •—  68596. 

i  »•'  ,  1  ...  *  ,  % 

Beftdes  many,  of ’hie b  no  Account  was  given  by  the  PariJJj-Clerks,  and  who  were  privately  Buried. 
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OR,  AN 

COUNT* 
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SECTION  I. 

Of  the  Rife  and  Prog  ref  of  th  e  late  * 
Flag,  u  e. 


H  E  Plague  which  we  are  now 
to  give  an  Account  of,  difc 
covered  the  Beginnings  of  its 
future  Cruelties,  about  the 
Clofe  of  the  Year  1664. ;  for 
at  that  Seafon  two  or  three  Perfons  died 
luddenly  in  one  Family  at  Wefflminfter ,  af> 

B  tended 
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An  Hiflotm  Account 

tended  with  like  Symptoms,  that  mani- 
feftly  declared  their  Origin:  Hereupon, 
fbme  timerous  Neighbours,  under  Appre¬ 
hensions  of  a  Contagion,  removed  into  the 
City  of  London ,  who  unfortunately  carried 
along  with  them  the  peftilential  Taint  • 
whereby  that  Difeafe,  which  was  before 
in  its  Infancy,  in  a  Family  or  two,  fud- 
denly  got  Strength,  and  fpread  Abroad 
its  fatal  Pol  Tons  and  meerly  for  Want  of 
confining  the  Perfons  firft  ieized  with  it, 
the  whole  City  was  in  a  little  Time  irre¬ 
coverably  irifefied.  Not  unlike  what  hap¬ 
pened  the  Year  following,  when  a  frnall 
Spark,  from  an  unknown  Ca'ule,  for  Want 
of  timely  Care,  increafed  to  fuch  a  Flame, 
that  neither  the  Tears  of  the  People,  nor 
the  Profufion  of  their  Thames ,  could  ex- 
yinguiih  :  and  which  laid  Waft  the  g  reate  ft 
Part  of  the  City  in  three  Days  Time : 
And  therefore  as  there  happens  to  be 
no  ereat  Difference  between  thefe  two 
grievous  Calamities,  this  Mention  of  them 
together  may  not  be  improper  \  and  the 
more  efpecially,  becaufe  by  a  like  irrefift* 
able  Fate  from  a  Fever  and  a  Conflagra¬ 
tion,  both  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Houles 
were  reduc’d  to  Allies. 


Of  the  Plague  in  1 66  f,  See.  j 

'  ...  ^  i. .  i 

ii  i.  HJ  •  '  *  '  '  • 

BUT  as  foon  as  it  was  rumoured  a- 
mongft  the  common  People,  who  are 
always  enough  aftoniftied  at  any  Thing 
new,  that  the  Plague  was  in  the  City, 

f  1  * ;  1  ;  .  1  .  f 

it  is  impoffible  to  relate  what  Accounts 
were  fpread  of  its  Natality,  and  well,  were 
it,  had  not  the  Prefages  been  fb  ominous^ 
every  one  predicted  its  future  Devaluations, 
and  they  terrified  each  other  with  Re¬ 
membrances  of  a  former  Peftilence }  for 
it  was  a  received  Notion  among#  the 
common  People, ;  that  the  Plague  viilted 
England  once  in  Twenty  Years  3  as  if  after 
a  certain  Interval,  by  fome  inevitable  Ne- 
ceility,  it  muff  return  again.  But  although 
this  Conceit,  how  well  foever  juftifyM  by 
pall:  Experiences,  did  not  fo  much  obtain 
with  Perfons  of  more  Judgment,;  yet  this 
may  be  affirmed,  that  it  greatly  contri¬ 
buted,  among#  the  Populace,  both  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  inflame  the  Contagion,  by  the 
#rong  Impreffions  it  made  upon  their 
Minds, 

AND  thefe  frightful  Apprehenfions  were 
not  a  little  increafed  by  the  Predictions 
of  Aftrologers,  from  the  Conjunctions  of 
Stars,  and  the  Appearances  of  Comets ; 

B  2  for 


4  An  liiftorical  Account 

for  although  but  little  Regard  was  given 
to  fiich  T  hings  by  Perfons  of  Thought, 
yet  Experience  daily  {hewed,  what  Influ-' 
e-nce  they  had  with  the  meaner  Sort,  whole 
Spirits  being  nra'mfefHy  funk  by  fuch  Fears, 
rendered  their  Conftxtutiohs  lefs  able  to 
refill  the  Contagion.  Whofbever  duly  con- 
fiders  it,  can  never  imagine  that  this  Pelli- 
lence  had  its  Origin  from  any  Conjunction 
of  Saturn  arid  Jupiter  in  Sagit  arias  on  the 
Tenth  of  October,  or  from  a  Conjunction  of 
Saturn  and  Mars  in  the  fame  Sign  on  the 
Twelfth  of  November ,  which  was  the  com¬ 
mon  Opinion  *  for  all  the  Good  that  happens' 
during  the  like  Conjunctions  is-  aifignable  to 
the  fame  Caiifes. 

T  H  E  like  Judgment  is  to  be  made  of 
Comets,-  how  terrible  foever  they  may  be 
in  their  AfpeCts,  and  whether  they  are 
produced  in  the  higher  Regions  from  a 
Conglomeration  of  many  Stars,  and  return¬ 
ing  at  certain  Periods  ;  or  whether  they 
are  lower,  and  the  Production  of  fidphit- 
reous  Exhalations,  kindled  in  our  own 
Atmofphere  *  For  there  is  nothing  ftrange 
in  the  Accenfion  of  heterogeneous  Particles 
into  a  Flame,  upon  their  rapid  Occurfions 
and  Collisions  againft  each  other,,  howfoeves? 

•  terrible 

it.  .  *■ 


of  the  (plague  in  1 6  6  j ,  See.  f 

terrible  the  Tracks  of  fuch  Light  may  be 

i*  •**,  ; 

ckcumftanced.  The  People  therefore  were 
frightned  without  Reafon  at  fuch  Things, 
and  the  Mifchief  was  much  more  in  the 
PredifHons  of  the  Star-Gazers,  than  in 
the  Stars  themfelves :  Nothing  could  howw 
ever  conquer  thefie  fad  Impreihons,  & 
powerful  were  they  amongft  the  Populace, 
who  anticipated  their  unhappy  Fate  with 
their  Fears,  and  precipitated  their  own 
DeftruTiom 

RUT  to  pafs  by  Things  of  lefs  Mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  a  very 
hard  Frofl  let  in  on  December ,  which  con¬ 
tinued  three  Months,  and  feemed  greatly 
to  deaden  the  Contagion,  and  very  few 
died  during  that  Seafon  *  although  even 
then  it  was  not  extingullhed,  for  in  the 
Middle  of  Chrifimas  Holy-Days,  l  was  called 
to  a  Young-Man  in  a  Fever,  who  after 
two  Days  Courle  of  Alexiterial  Medicines, 
had  two  Rifings  about  the  Bignefs  of  a 
Nutmeg  broke  out,  one  on  each  Thigh  j 
upon  Examination  of  which,  I  foon  difi* 
covered  the  Malignity,  both  from  their, 
black  Flue,  and  the  Circle  round  them, 
and'  pronounced  it  to  be  the  Plague  •  in 
'which  Opinion  I  was  afterwards  confirmed 

B  3  by 


6  An  Hiftorical  Account 

by  fubfequent  Symptoms,  although  by  God^s 
Bleiliilg  the  Fatient ;  recovered. 

••  >'  •  a  <•  i  ••  *  i  *  f  •  ' 

THIS  Cafe  I  infert,  both  to  Anew  that 
this  Seafon  did  not  wholly  defiroy  thb 
Diflemper,  although  it  greatly  retrained 
it}  but  upon  the  Froft  breaking,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  got  Ground/  and  gradually  got  out 
of  its  Confinements }  like  a  Flame  that 
for  fome;  Time  feems  fmother’d,  and  fud- 
denly  breaks  out  with  aggravated  Fury. 

A  S  foon  as  the  Magihracy,  to  whom 
belonged' the'  publick  Cere,  faw  hqw  the 
Contagion  daily  -•  increafed,  and  had  now 
extended  it  felf  to  feveral  Pariihes,  an 
Order  was  immediately  iiTued  out  to  fhut 
up  all  the  infeded  Houfes,  •  that  neither 
Relations  nor  Acquaintance  might  unwarily 
receive  it  from  them,  and  to  keep  the 
inferred  from  carrying  it  about  with 
them.  ' « :  u  v  1  ' «.  :  ;  • 

RUT  whether  this  Method  proved  of 
Service  or  not,  is  to  this  Day  doubtful,  and 
much  diiputed  }  but  it  is  my  Bufmefs  here 
however  to  adhere  to  Fads,  and  relate 
the  Arguments  on  both  Sides  with  all  joilible 
Impartiality,  .  .  ."V"  w. v  R-;  j 

I N 
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IN  Order  w  hereunto,  it  is  to  be  obferv’d, 
that  a  Law  was  made  for  marking  the 
Houfes  of  infeded  Perfons  with  a  Red 
Crofi,  having  with  it  this  Subfcription, 
LQpvD  HAVE  MERCY  UPON  US; 
And  that  a  Guard  fhould  there  continually 
attend,  both  to  hand  to  the  Sick  the  Ne- 
celfaries  of  Food  and  Medicine,  and  to 
refir ain  them  from  coming  Abroad  until 
.Forty  Days  after  their  Recovery.  But 
although  the  Lord  Mayor  and  all  inferior 
Officers  readily  and  effectually  put  thefe 
Orders  in  Execution,  yet  ft  was  to  up 
Purpole,  for  the  Plague  more  and  more 
increaled  ^  and  the  Comfernatioii  of  thole 
who  were  thus  feparated  from  all  Society, 
unlefs  with  the  nifefted,  was  inexpreffibje 
and  the  difmal  Apprehenfions  it  laid  them 
under,  made  them  but  an  eafier  Prey  to 
the  devouring  Enemy*  And  this  Seclufiou 
was  on  this  Account  much  the  more  in¬ 
tolerable,  that  if  a  frelh  Perfon  was  feized 
in  the  fame  Houfe  but  a  Day  before  ano¬ 
ther  had  finiflied  the  Quarentine,  it  was  to 
be  performed  over  again  ^  which  occafiorfd 
Rich  tedious  Confinements  of  lick  and  well 
together,  that  fometimes  caufid  the  Lois 
of  the  whole. 

’  '  '  B  4  BUY 
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^  '  ' 

BUT  what  greatly  contributed  to  the 
Lois  of  People  thus  flint  up,  was  tho 
wicked  Practices  of  Nurfes  (for  they  are 
not  to  be  mention’d  but  in  the  moft  bitter 
Terms)  :  Thefe  Wretches,  out  of  Greedi- 
nefs  to  plunder  the  Dead,;  would  ftr angle 
their  Patients,'  and  charge  it  to  the  DD 
item  per  in  their  Throats  ^  others  would 
fecretly  convey  the  peftilential  Taint  from 
Sores  of  the  infe&ed  to  thofe  who  were  well 
and  nothing  indeed  deterred  thefe  aban¬ 
doned  Mifcreants  from  profecuting  their 
avaritious  Furpofes  by  all  the  Methods 
their  Wickednefs-  could  invent  ^  who,  al¬ 
though  they  were'  without  WitneiTes  to 
accufe  them,  yet  it  is  not  doubted  but 
divine  Vengeance  will  overtake  inch  wicked 
Barbarities  with  due  Punifhment :  Nay, 
fome  were  remarkably  ilruck.  from  Heaven 
in  the  Perpetration  of  their  Crimes,  and 
one  particularly  amongft  many,  as  fixe  was 
leaving  the  Houfe  of  a  Family,  all  dead, 
loaded  with  her  Robberies,  fell  down  dead 
under  her  Burden  in  the  Streets :  And  the 
Cafe  of  a  worthy'  Citizen  was  very  re¬ 
markable,  who  being  lufpefled  dying  by 
his  Nurfe,  was  before-hand  Gripped  by 
her  *,  but  recovering  again,  he  came  a  fecond 
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Time  into  the  World  naked.  And  fo  many 
were  the  Artifices  of  the  fie  (  barbarous 
Wretches,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped,  Pofterity 
will  take  Warning  how  they  truft  -  them 
again  in  like  Cafes  ^  and  that  their  paft  Im¬ 
punities  will  not  be  a  Means  of  bringing  on 
us  again  the  like  Judgment.  ■  ;  ■ 

v  •  ■  /.  -  y  *.  t 

MOREOVER,  this  fhutting  up  infeSed 
Houfes,  made  the  Neighbours  fly  from 
theirs,  who  other  wile  might  have  been  a 
Help  to  them  on  many  Accounts  \  and  I 
verily  believe  that  many  who  were  loft 
might  have  now  been  alive,  had  not  the 
tragical  Mark  upon  their  Door  drove  pro¬ 
per  Afliftances  from  them. 

-  5  i  J  '  4  4*  * 

AND  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Exam¬ 
ples  of  other  peftilential  Contagions,  which 
have  been  obferved  not  to  ceafe,  until  the 
Doors  of  the  Sick  were  fet  open,  and  they 
had  the  Privilege  of  going  Abroad  j  of  the 
fame  Authority  is  the  Cuflom  of  other 
Nations,  who  have  due  Regard  to  that  Li¬ 
berty  that  is  neceifiry  for  the  Comforts  both 
of  Body  and  Mind. 

I T  now  remains  that  we  take  Notice 
of  all  that  is  of  any  Weight  on  the  other 

Side  • 
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Side :  as  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  deemed 
cruel  to  take  off  a  mortify ’d  Limb  to  fave 
the  whole,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon  js  the 
Conduft  of  a  Community  juftifyab'le,  who, 

;  ,  V-  *  ’  ’"*■  . 

Out  of  a  Regard  to  the  Publick  Good,  put 
Hardfhips  upon  particular  Perlons  *,  in.,  a 
peftilential  Contagion  therefore,  what  can. 
be  of  more  immediate  Service  than  fecur- 
ing  thofe  that  are  Veil  from  the  Infection  ? 
And  the  more  especially  in  a  Difeafe  that 
reaches  not  only  the  Body,  but  taints  the 
very  Breath  ^  for  in  this  Cafe  the  inferred. 
Breathe  poifons  upon  the  healthful,  and 
even  at  the  Point  of  Death  endeavour  to 

;  -  **  r  f~*  -A 

diffufe  that  Venom  to  others  that  con¬ 
quer’d  them.  From  this  delirious  Pleafure 
arifes  thofe  Tricks  of  tranfplanting  the 
Corruption  ‘  of  a'- peflilential  Tumour  to 
another ;  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  that 
Woman,  who  with  her  Importunities  drew 
her  unhappy  Husband  into  her  Embraces, 
which  ended  his  Life  with  hers, 

•  V  1 

*•  .•  i  -  *  :  *•  **  * 

AGAIN,  to  take  away  all  Doubtings  in 
this  Cafe,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  Mo¬ 
ment  it  is,  to  fliut  up  the  Houfes  of  all  thofe 
who  are  infe&ed,  according  to  Cuftom  *  for 
by  this  means  a  Contagion  may  at  firfi  be 
ftifled,  which  otherwife  would  go  beyond 
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any  Remedy ;  aiid  with  equal  Advantage 
might  Gun-Powder  be  fired,  if  too  much 
Time  is  not  wafted  in  Deliberation,  before 
thefe  Things  are  put  into  Practice. 

BUT  if  hereafter  again  a  Plague  ftiould 

break  out,  (which  God  forbid)  with  Sub- 

■  ■  s.  ! 

million  to  Superiors,  I  ftiould  think  it  not 
improper  to  appoint  proper  Accommodati¬ 
ons  out  of  the  City,  for  fuch  as  are  yet  un¬ 
touched  in  infe&ed  Families  ;  and  who 
ftiould  continue  there  for  a  certain  Time; 
the  Sick  in  the  mean  time  to  be  removed  to 
convenient  Apartments  provided  onPurpofe 
for  them  :  For  by  this  Means,  that  PraHice 
fp  abhorrent  to  Religion  and  Humanity, 
even  in  the  •Opinion  or  a  Mahometan,  of  {hut¬ 
ting  up  -the  Tick  and  well  together,  would 
be  avoided.  -  1 

B  TJ  T  to  return  :  The  Infeftion  had  long 
doubtfully  reign’d,  and  continued  through 
May  and  June,  with  more  or  lefs  Severity; 
fometimes  raging  in  one  Part,  and  then  in 
gnqther,  as  in  a  running  fort  of  Fight ;  as 
often  as  the  Number  of  Funerals  deer ea fed, 
great  flopes  were  conceived  of  its  Difappear- 
ance ;  then  on  a  hidden  again  their  Increafe 
threw  all  into  Dejeftion,  as  if  the  whole  City 

was 
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was  foon  to  be  unpeopled  ;  which  Uncer¬ 
tainty  gave  Advantage  to  the  Diftemper ;  be-* 
caufe  Per  (bus  were  more  remifs  in  their  Pro 
vifions  againft  it,  during  fuch  Fluctuation. 

I  T  muff  not  however  be  omitted,  with 
what  Precipitation  the  trembling  Inhabitants 
left  the  City,  and  how  they  flocked  in  Inch 
Crowds  out  of  Town,  as  if  London  had  quite 
gone  out  of  it  felf,  like  the  Hurry  of  a 
fudden  Conflagration,  all  Doors  and  Paffages 
are  thronged  for  Efcape  :  Yet  after  the  chief 
of  the  People  were  fled,  and  thereby  the 
iNoiirifhment  of  this  cruel  Enemy  had  been 
in  a  great  Meafure  taken  away,  yet  it 
raged  hill;  and  although  it  feemed  once 
to  flay  as  Partisans  in  their  Flight,  it  foon 
returned  with  redoubled  Fury,  and  kill’d 
not  by  flow  Paces,  but  almoff  immediately 
upon  Seizure ;  not  unlike  what  is  often  feeii 
in  Battle,  when  after  Tome  Skirmiflies  of 
Wings,  and  feparate  Parties,  the  main  Bo¬ 
dies  come  to  engage  ;  fo  did  this  Conta¬ 
gion  at  firff  only  fetter  about  its  Arrows, 

but  at  laid  covered  the  whole  City  with 

» 

Death.  '  ■ u  •  ; 

THUS  therefore  in  the  Space  of  one  Week 
were  eight  Thoufand  Pedbns  cut  off,  and 

when 


of  the  ^Plague  in  1 66  Sec'.  .,  i  j 


when  Things  came  to  Extremity,  all  Helps 
were  called  in;  lb  it  began  now  to  be 
foleiy  the  Magistrates  Buiinefs,  how  to 
put  a  Stop  to  this  cruel  Devaftation,  and 
fave  fome  Part  of  the  City  at  laffc  from 
the  Grave ;  firffc  then  therefore  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Monthly  Fah:  for  Publick  Prayers,' 
to  deprecate  the  Anger  of  Heaven ;  nor 
proved  it  in  vain,  or  were  their  Supplica¬ 
tions  altogether  fruit  lefs  ;  for  if  we  have 


any  Regard  to  the  Temperature  of  the 


Seafon,  the  whole  Summer  was  refrefh'ed 
with  moderate  Breezes,  lufficient  to  prevent 
the  Air’s  Stagnation  and  Corruption,  and 
to  carry  off  the  peftilential  Steams;  the 
Heat  was  like  wife  too  mild  to  encourage 
fuch  Corruption  and  Fermentation,  as  helps' 
to  taint  the  animal  Fluids,  and  pervert  them 


from  their  natural  Stater 


THE  Government  however,  to  the  Duty 
of  Publick  Prayers,  neglefted  not  to  add 
what  Affi  Ranees  might  be  had  from  Me¬ 
dicine  ;  to  which  Purpofe  his  Majefty,  with 
the  divine  Helps,  called  in  alfo  all  that 
was  humane  ;  and  by  his  Royal  Authority 
commanded  the  College  of  Phyficiaris  ol 
Londo?i,  jointly  to  write  fome  what  in  Englijh 
that  might.be  a  general  Directory  in  this 
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calamitous  Exigence :  Nor  was  it  fatis* 
factory  to  that  honoured  Society  to  dif7 
charge  their  Regards  for  the  Publick  with 
that  only,  but  fome  were  .  chofe  out  of 
their  Number,  and  appointed  particularly 
to  attend  the  i  life  tied  on  all  Occafions  7 
two  alio  out  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen 
were  required  to  fee  this  hazardous  Task 
executed  j  fo  that  encpuraged  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Means,  this  Province  was  chearfully 
undertaken,  and  all  poiiible.  Caution  was 
ufed  fully  to  anfwer thelntention y  but  this 
Task  was  too  much  for  four  Perfons,  and 
wanted  rather  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole 
Faculty  we  were  however  afhamed  to  give 
it  up,  and  ufed  our  utmoh  Application  there¬ 
in  :  but  all  our  Care  and  Pains  were  eluded, 
for  the  Difeale,  like  the  Hydra's  Heads,  was 
no  fooner  extinguish  in  one  Family,  but  it 
broke  out  in  many  more  with  Aggravations  ; 
fo  that  in  a  little  Time  we  found  our  Task 
too  great,  ,  and  defpaired  of  putting  an  entire 
Stop  to  the  Infeftion* 

NOR  was  there  at  this  Time  want¬ 
ing  the  Help  of  very  great  and  worthy 
Perfons,  who  voluntarily  contributed  their 
Ahiidances  in  this  dangerous  Work  ^  a- 
inongft  the  Number  of  which,  the  learned 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Gliffoh ,  Regim  Profeffor  at  Cambridge ,  Dr. 
Nath.  Paget ,  Dr.  Wharton 7  Dr.  Berwick y  Dr. 
Brookesy  and  many  others  who  are  yet  aliyg 
deferve  very  honourable  Mention  j  but 
eight  or  nine  fell  in  this  Worley  who  were 
too  much  loaded  with  the  Spoils  of  the 
Enemy  and  amongft  whom  was  Dr.Cofyersy 
whole  Goodnefs  and  Humanity  claim  an 
honourable  Remembrance  with  all  who  fur- 
vive  him, 

AFTER  then  all  Endeavours  to  reftrain 
fhe  Contagion  proved  of  no  Effeft,  we  applied 
our  felves  altogether  to  the  Care  of  the  dif- 
ealed  ^  and  in  the  Profecution  of  which,  it 
may  be  affirmed  without  Beading,  no  Ha¬ 
zards  to  our  felves  were  avoided  :  But  it  is 
incredible  to  think  how  the  Plague  raged 
a'mongft  the  common  People,  infomuch  that 
it  came  by  fome  to  be  called  the  Poors  Plague  * 
yet  although  the  more  opulent  had  left  the 
Town,  and  that  it  was  almod  left  uninha¬ 
bited,  the  Commonalty  that  were  left  felt 
little  of  Want  •  for  their  Neceffities  were 
relieved  with  a  Profufkm  of  good  Things 
from  the  Wealthy,  and  their  Poverty  was 
fupported  with  Plenty  ^  a  more  manifefi: 
Caufe  therefore  for  fuch  a  Devaluation  a- 
ihoneft  them  I  lhall  affiesn  in  another  Place, 

I  N 
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I  N  the  Months  of  Augu&  and  September 3 
the  Contagion  chang’d  its  former  flow  and 
languid  Pace,  and  having  as  it  were  got 
Mailer  of  all,  made  a  moil  terrible  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  fo  that  three,  four,  or  five  Thouiand 
died  in  a  Week,  and  once  eight  Thoufand  * 
who  can  exprefs  the  Calamities  of  Rich 
Times?  The  whole  Britijh  Nation  wept 
for,,  the  Miferies  of  her  Metropolis.  In 
fome  Houfes  Carcafes  lay  waiting  for  Bu- 
rial;  and  in  others,  Perfons  in  their  laft 
Agonies ;  in  one  Room  might  be  heard 
dying  Groans,  in  another  the  Ravings  of  a 
Delirium,  and  not  far  off  Relations  and 
Friends  bewailing  both  their  Lofs,  and  the 
difmal  ProfpeCi  of  their  own  fudden  De¬ 
parture  }  Death  was  the  fine  Midwife  to 
all  Children,  and  Infants  paffed  immediately 
from  the  Womb  to  the  Grave  *  who  would 
not  burfi  with  Grief,  to  fee  the  Stock  for 
a  future  Generation  hang  upon  the  Brealls 
of  a  dead  Mother  ?  Or  the  Marriage-Bed 
changed  the  fir  11  Night  into  a  Sepulchre,, 
and  the  unhappy  Pair  meet  with  Death  in 
their  firfl  Embraces  ?  Some  of  the  infect¬ 
ed  run  about  daggering  like  drunken  Men, 
and  fall  and  expire  in  the  Streets  *  while 
others  lie  half-dead  and  comatous,  but 

never 
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faever  to  be  waked  but  by  the  laft  Trumpet  * 
fome  lie  vomiting  as  it  they  had  drunk  Poifon • 
and  others  fall  dead  in  the  Market,  while 
they  are  buying  Necelfaries  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  Life.  Not  much  unlike  was  it  in 
the  following  Conflagration  y  where  the 
Altars  theralelves  became  fo  many  VifHms, 
and  the  fine  ft  Churches  in  the  whole 
World  carried  up  to  Heaven  Supplications 
in  Flames,  while  their  Marble  Pillars  wet 
with  Tears  melted  like  Wax  *,  nor  were 
Monuments  fecure  from  the  inexorable 

*'  P*  f  T 

Flames,  where  many  of  their  venerable 
Remains  palled  a  fecond  Martyrdom  *  the 
moft  auguft  Palaces  were  foon  laid  Wafte, 
and  the  Flames  feemed  to  be  in  a  fatal 
Engagement  to  deftroy  the  great  Ornament 
of  Commerce  *,  and  the  Burning  of  all  the 
Commodities  of  the  World  together,  feem¬ 
ed  a  proper  Epitome  of  this  Conflagration ; 
neither  confederate  Crowns,  nor  the  drawn 
Swords  bf  Kings,  could  reftrain  its  Pha- 
natick  and  Rebellious  Rage ;  large  Halls, 
ftately  Houfes,  and  the  Sheds  of  the  Poor, 
were  together  reduced  to  Alhes  ^  the  Sun 
bluftfd  to  fee  himfelf  fet,  and  envied 
thole  Flames  the  Government  of  the  Night, 
which  had  rivalled  him  fo  many  Days ; 
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as  the  City,  I  fay,  was  afterwards  burnt: 
without  any  Di#in£Kon,  in  like  Manner 
did  this*  Plague  fpare  no  Order,  Age,  or 
Sex  ;  The  Divine  was  taken  in  the  very 
Exercife  of  his  prie#ly  Office,  to  be  in- 
rolled  among#  the  Saints  Above  ;  and  fame 
Phyficians,  as  before  intimated,  could  not 
find  Affi#ance  in  their  own  Antidotes,  but 
died  in  the  Adminiftration  of  them  to 
others  ;  and  although  the  Soldiery  retreat¬ 
ed  from  the  Field  of  Death,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  out  of  the  City,  the  Contagion  followed, 
and  vanquiftfd  them  ;  many  in  their  old 
Age,  others  in  their  Prime,  funk  under  its 
Cruelties;  of  the  Female  Sex  mo#  died:; 
and  hardly  any  Children  elcaped ;  and  it 
was  not  uncommon  to  fee  an  Inheritance 
pafs  fucceffively  to  three  or  four  Heirs  in 
as  many  Days ;  the  Number  of  Sextons 
were  not  fufficient  to  bury  the  Dead ;  the 
Bells  feemed  hoarfe  with  continual  tolling, 
until  at  la#  they  quite  ceafed;  the  bury¬ 
ing  Places  would  not  hold  the  Dead,  but 
they  were  thrown  into  large  Pits  dug  in 
wa#e  Grounds,  in  Heaps,  thirty  or  forty 
together ;  and  it  often  happened  that  thofe 
who  attended  the  Funerals  of  their  Friends 
one  Evening,  were  carried  the  next  to 
their  own  long  Home : 

Quiz 
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Temptret  A  Lachrymis  ?  *'  1  '<  l"*li 

•  .  ,  -  -s  ■  >,  ' 

Even  the  Relation  of  this  Calamity  melts 
hie  into  Tears,  aiid  yet  the  worft  was  not 
certain,  although  the  City  was  near  drained 
fcy  her  Funerals  •  for  the  Difeale  as  yet 
had  no  Relaxation, 

ABOUT  the  Beginning  of  September , 
the  Difeafe  was  at  the  Height  -7  in  the 
Coiirfe  of  which  Month  more  than  twelve 
Thoufand  died  in  a  Week  :  But  at  length, 
that  nothing  might  go  untried  to  divert 
the  Contagion,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Governoiirs  who  were  left  to  fuperiiitend 
ihofe  calamitous  Affairs^  (for  the  Court 
was  then  removed  to  Oxford )  to  burn 
Fires  in  the  Streets  for  three  Days  toge- 
ther  $  yet  while  this  was  in  Debate,  the 
Phyiicians  concerned  were  diffident  of  the 
Succefs,  as  the  Air  in  it  felf  was  un-in- 
fetled  *,  and  therefore  rendred  fuch  a 
fltowy  and  expenfive  a  Project  fuperfiuoiis, 
and  of  no  Effect  7  and  thefe  Conjectures 
we  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  Anti¬ 
quity,  and  Hippocrates  himfelf :}  notwith- 
ixanding  which,  the  Fires  were  kindled  in 
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all  the  Streets.  But  alas !  the  Controverfie 
was  foon  decided ,  for  before  the  three 
Days  were  quite  expired,  the  Heavens 
both  mourned  lo  many  Funerals,  and  wept 
for  the  fatal  Miftake,  fo  as  to  extinguifh 
even  the  Fires  with  their  Showers.  I 
iliail  not  {determine  any  other  Perfon’s 
Conjecture  in  this  Gale,  whether  thefe 
Fires  may  more  properly  be  deemed  the 
ominous  Forerunners  of  the  enfuing  Con¬ 
flagration,  or  the  enfuing  Funerals  j  but 
whether  it  was  from  the  fuffocating  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Fuel,  or  the  wet  ConfH- 
tution  of  Air  that  immediately  followed, 
the  molt  fatal  Night  enfued,  wherein 
more  than  four  Thoufand  expired.  May 
Pofterity  by  this  Miftake  be  warned,  and 
not,  like  Empyricks,,  apply  a  Remedy  where 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  Caufe. 

T  H  E  Reader  is  by  the  Way  to  be 
advertised,  that  this  Year  was  luxuriant 
in  moil  Fruits,  elpecially  Cherries  and 
Grapes,  which  were  at  fo  low  a  Price, 
that  the  common  People  furfeited  with 
them  for  this  might  very  much  con¬ 
tribute  to  that  Difpofition  of  Body  as 
made  the  peftilentiai  Taint  more  eafily 
take  Place. 


NOR 
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N  O  R  ought  we  here  to  pafs  by  the  be- 
nificent  Alftftances  of  the  Rich,  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magiftrates  }  for  the  Markets 
being  open  as  ufual,  and  a  greater  Plenty 
of  all  Provifions,  was  a  great  Help  to 
fupport  the  Sick}  fo  that  there  was  the 
Reverfe  of  a  Famine,  which  hath  been 
obferved  to  be  fo  fatal  to  peftilential  Con¬ 
tagions  ;  and  in  this  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven 
is  always  to  be  remembred,  in  alleviating 
a  common  Mifery  by  fuch  a  Profufion 
of  good  Things  from  the  Stores  of  Na¬ 
ture? 

-  _  r..  "V  •  ...  -f  A 

^  .  v  'T  f-  ■'  ■  •-  :  •  {  <  l  j  ,v  ■  v..  .  * 

$  BUT  as  it  were  to  balance  this  im¬ 
mediate  Help  of  Providence,  nothing 
was  otherwife  wanting  to  aggravate  the 
common  Deffcruftion }  and  to  which  no¬ 
thing  more  contributed  than  the  Pra£Hce 
*  of  Chymifts  and  Quacks,  and  of  whofe 
Audacity  and  Ignorance  it  is  impoffible  to 
be  altogether  filent }  they  were  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  fp reading  their  Antidotes }  and 
although  equal  Strangers  to  all  Learning 
as  well  as  Phyfick,  they  thruft  into 
every  Hand  fome  Trafh  or  other  under 
the  Dilguife  of  a  pompous  Title.  No 
Country  Pure  ever  abounded  with  fuch 

C  3  wicked. 
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wicked.  Impoftors;  for  all  Events  contra¬ 
dicted  their  Pretensions,  and  hardly  a  Per- 
fon  efcaped  that  trufted  to  their  Deluixons : 

4.  -  r  i 

Their  Medicines  were  more  fatal  than  the 
Plague,  and  added  to  the  Numbers  of  the 
Dead:  But  thefe  Blowers  of  the  pefti- 
lential  Flames  were  caught  in  the  common 
Ruin,  and  by  their  Death  in  fome  Mea- 
lure  excufed  the  Neglect  of  the  Magi- 
ftracy,  in  fiifferiiig  their  Practice: 

,  T  L  1 ,  4  «.  /  «  * 

» - &  Lex  eft  juftior  uHa 

Guam  necis  A/'tifices  Arte  perire  fua. 

ABOUT  this  Time  a  Perfon  of  Di¬ 
li;  rod  ion  and  great  Humanity,  going  to 
France  upon  fome  Affairs  of  State,  heard 
that  fome  Frenchmen  were  Mahers  of  an 
Anti-pefHlential  Remedy,  and  took  Care 
to  fond  fome  Dcfes  of  it  oyer  here :  By 
Command  of  the  Government  we  were 
ordered  to  try  it  with  due  Caution,  which 
we  did  with  Expectations  of  uncommon 
Succefs,  but  the  Mountain  brought  forth  Death  ; 
for  the  Medicine,  which  was  a  Mineral 
preparation,  threw  the  Patients  into  their 
Jaft  Sleep.  May  it  never  hereafter  be 
injoined  to  try  Experiments  with  unknown 
and  foreign  Medicines,  upon  the  Lives  even 
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af  the  meaneft  Perfons !  For  certainty 
nothing  is  more  abhorrent  to  Reafon,  than 
to  impofe  a  univerfal  Remedy,  in  Gales 
whole  curative  Intentions  are  different, 
and  fcmetimes  oppofite',  and  the  various 
Indications  of  a  Peftilence  require  very 
different  Methods  of  Remedy,  as  fhali  here¬ 
after  be  further  demonftrated* 

T  O  this  may  be  added,,  that  many 
common  Medicines  were  publicity  Sold, 

i 

which  by  their  extraordinary  Heat  and 
jDifpofition  to  inflame  the  Blood,  could 
never  be  fit  for  every  Age,  Sex,  and  Co  li¬ 
mitation  indifferently,  and  therefore  in 
many  Cafes  muff  undoubtedly  do  Harm. 

1  *  :  "  ”  i  '  _  - 

On  this  Account  not  only  the  Sacred  Art , 
but  the  Pub  tick  Health  ailb  fuffered  ;  yet 
we  who  were  particularly  employed  in 
this  Affair  as  Phyficians,  ufed  all  Sollich 
*  tations  with  the  Magiftracy  to  reftrain 
fuch  Pra£Hces,  in  Order  to  hop  the  Ruin 
they  aggravated.  Hence  notwithstanding 
it  was  made  a  Queftion,  whether  in  a 
Plague,  where  fo  many  Phyficians  retire, 
(  not  fo  much  for  their  own  Prefervation, 
as  the  Service  of  thole  whom  they  at^> 
tend  )  it  is  not  expedient  for  every  one, 
according  to  his  Abilities,  to  do  his  ut- 
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moff  in  averting  .the  common  Ruin  ?  In 
the  fame  Manner  as  in  a  Fite  all  Hands 
are  required,  even  of  the  Croud  as  well  as 
Workmen,  to  extinguifh  it. . 

B  U  T  in  this  Cafe  my  own  Opinion  is 
determined  :  In  the  Reftauration  of  Health, 
a  Perfon  muff  proceed  with  more  Caution 
and  Deliberation  than  in  the  fuppofed  Cafe 
of  a  Fire*  for  there  are  Difficulties  occur 
in  the  Practice  of  Medicine  which  are  in- 
fuperable  but  by  the  unlearned  *  and  the  fine 
Texture  of  a  humane  Body  is  not  to  be  ma¬ 
naged  by  as  clumfie  Hands  as  the  Materials 
of  a  Houfe  ^  in  the  former,  if  a  Perfon  makes 
a  Mifiake,  it  is  with  great  Difficulty  repair¬ 
ed  and  therefore  upon  a  ferious  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  whole  Affair.  I  cannot  make  any 
Doubt,  but  that  it  is  much  better  even  to 
want  Phyiicians  in  fuch  Calamities,  than  to 
have  the  Sick  under  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  unlearned*,  for  fuch  Perfons, 
like  thole  who  fight  blindfold,  know  not  in 
what  Parts  to  attack  the  Enemy,  nor  with 
what  W eapons  to  do  it  j  befides  which,  they 
alfb  are  in  Hazard  of  obftru&ing  thefe  Ef¬ 
forts  of  Nature,  which  would  many  Times, 
without  Help,  if  not  thus  hindred,  get  th.£ 
better  of  the  DifFeipper^ 


NOR 
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KOR  in  this  Account  are;  we  to  negleft, 
that  the  Contagion  fpread  its  Cruelties  in¬ 
to  the  neighbouring  Countries  y  for  the  Ci¬ 
tizens,  which  crowded  in  Multitudes  into 
the  adjacent  Towns,  carried  the  Infe&ioii 
along  with  them,  where  it  raged  with  equal 
Fury  •  fo  that  the  Plague,  which  at  firft 
crept  from  one  Street  to  another,  now 
reigned  over  whole  Counties,  leaving  hard¬ 
ly  any  Place  free  from  its  Infults  ^  and  the 
Towns  upon  the  Thames  were  more  feverely 
handled,  not  perhaps  from  a  great  Moifture 
in  the  Air  fyom  thence,  but  from  the  taint¬ 
ed  Goods  rather  that  were  carried  upon 
it:  Moreover,  fome^Cities  and  Towns,  of 
the  mo  ft  advantageous  Situation  for  a  whol- 
fome  Air,  did  notwithftanding  feel  the 
common  Ruine.  Such  was  the  Rife,  and 
fuch  the  Progrefs,  of  this  cruel  Deftroyer, 
which  firft  began  at  London. 

BUT  the  worft  Part  of  the  Year  being 
now  over,  and  the  Height  of  the  Difeafe, 
the  Plague  by  leiftirely  Degrees  declined, 
as  it  had  gradually  made  its  firft  Advances  ; 
and  before  the  Humber  infe&ed  decreafed, 
its  Malignity  began  to  relax,  infomuch 
that  few  died,  and  thofe  chiefly  inch  as 

were 
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were  ill  managed;  hereupon  that  Dread 
which  had  been  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
People  wore  off  *  and  the  Sick  chearfully 
tiled  all  the  Means  direfted  for  their  Re¬ 
covery }  and  even  the  Nurfes  grew  either 
more  cautious,  or  more  faithful  ;  infomuch 
that  after  fome  Time  a  Dawn  of  Health 
appeared,  as  fudden,  and  as  unexpefted,  as 
the  Deflation  of  the  following  Conflagra¬ 
tion*,  wherein  after  blowing  up  of  Houles, 
and  uling  all  Means  for  its  Extinftion  to 
little  Purpofe,  the  Flames  flopped  as  it 
were  of  themfelves,  for  Want  of  Fuel,  or 
out  of  Shame  for  having  devoured  lb 
much* 

THE  Peftilence  did  not  however  flop  for 
Want  of  Subjects  to  aft  upon,  (as  then 
commonly  rumoured)  but  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Diftemper,  its  Decreaie  was 
like  its  Beginning,  moderate;  nor  is  it 
lefs  to  be  wondred  at,  that  as  at  the 
Rile  of  the  Contagion  all  other  Diftemper s 
went  into  that,  fo  now  at  its  Declenfion 
that  degenerated  into  others,  as  Inflamma¬ 
tions  7  Head-aehsy  Quvnfeysy  VyfenterieSj  Small- 
Pox7  MeaJlejy  Fevers ,  and  Hcttich ;  wherein 
that  alfo  yet  predominated,  as  hereafter 
will  be  further  fhewn. 

ABOUT 


ABOUT  the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  that 
Is,  on  the  Beginning  pf  November ,  People 
grew  more  healthful,  and  fuch  a  different 
Face  was  put  upon  the  Pub  lick,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Funerals  were  yet  frequent,  yet 
inany  who  had  made  rnoft  Haft  in  retiring* 
made  the  moft  to  return,  and  came  into 
the  City  without  Fear^  infomuch  that  in 
December  they  crowded  back  as  thick  as 
they  fled  :  The  Houfes  whiph  before  were  full 
of  the  Dead,  were  now  again  inhabited  by  the 
Living  •  and  the  Shops  which  had  been  moft 
Part  of  the  Year  fhut  up,  were  again  opened, 
and  the  People  again  chearfully  w<Jnt  about 
their  wonted  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Employ  * 
and  even  what  is  almoft  beyond  Belief, 
thofe  Citizens,  who  before  were  afraid 
even  of  their  Friends  and  Relations,  would 
without  Fear  venture  into  the  Houfes  and 
Rooms  where  infefted  Perfons  had  but  a 
little  before  breathed  their  Laft  :  Nay, 
fuch  Comforts  did  infpire  the  languifhing 
People,  and  fuch  Confidence,  that  many 
went  into  the  Beds  where  Perfons  had  died 
before  they  were  even  cold,  or  cleanfed 
from  the  Stedcll  of  the  Bifeafed ;  they 
had  the  Course  now  to  marry  again,  and 


betake  to  the  Means  of  repairing  the  paft 

v*  ■>  ‘  >  V-  '  VJ  ->  * 
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Mortality  }  and  even  Women  before  deem? 
ed  barren,  were  faid  to  prove  proliffiek ; 
fb  that  although  the  Contagion  had  car¬ 
ried  off,  as  fome  computed,  about  one 
hundred  thoiifand,  after  a  few  Months  their 
Lofs  was  hardly  difcernable,  and  thus  end¬ 
ed  this  fatal  Year. 

BUT  the  next  Spring  indeed  appeared  fome 
Remains  of  the  Contagion,  which  was  eafily 
conquered  by  the  Phyficians,  and  like  the 
Termination  of  a  common  Intermittent p  end¬ 
ed  in  a  healthful  Recovery :  Whereupon 
the  whole  Malignity  ceafing,  the  City  re- 

■  i 

turned  to  a  perfeT  Health  ^  not  unlike 
what  happened  alfo  after  the  laff  Con¬ 
flagration,  when  a  new  City  fuddenly  arofe 
out  of  the  Allies  of  the  old,  much  better 
able  to  hand  the  like  Flames  another 
T  line. 
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SECTION  II. 

I 

Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Peftilence ,  and  a  Cort< 

tagion . 


AS  it  is  our  Purpole  here  to  enquire 
into  the  Origin  of  the  late  Plague, 
and  find  out  both  its  manifeft  and  hidden 
Caufes }  I  cannot  judge  it  neceftary  to  go 
into  the  ufual  Length  of  Writers,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Recital  of  all  thofe  remote  Regards 
which  they  diftinguifh  by  Supernatural,  Pre¬ 
ternatural,  and  Natural ;  becaufe  by  fuch 
Means  this  Treatife  would  be  drawn  out 
into  an  aim  oft  infinite  needlefs  Diftin£Hon. 


THAT  the  Truth  therefore  may  at 
once  be  brought  into  an  open  Light,  and 
the  Peftilence  appear  in  its  genuine  AfFe~ 
ftions,  I  think  it  proper  to  premife  this 
one  Thing,  becaufe  the  whole  depends  upon 
Tt,  viz..  That  the  Peftilence  is  the  mo  ft  noto¬ 
rious  of  all  popular  Difeafes,and  depends  upon 
fome  Caufe  equally  common,  and  in  every  re- 

fpe£l  adequate  to  its  extenhve  Effefts  *,  which 

* 

being  granted,  it  naturally  follows,  that  all 
particular  Caufes  which  may  accidentally 
intervene,  ( the  Recital  of  which  would  be 
very  tedious  )  are  refolvable  into  this  one. 

AND 
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AND  for  what  concerns  that  Peftilence 
how  under  Enquiry,  this  we  have  as  to  its 
Origin,  from  the  ntoft  irrefrigable  Autho¬ 
rity,  that  it  firffc  came  into  this  Ifland  by 
Contagion,  and  was  imported  to  Us  from 
Holland,  in  Packs  of  Merch&ndice  *,  and  if 
any  one  pleafes  to  trace  it  further*  he  may 
be  fatisfied  by  common  Fame,  it  came  thi¬ 
ther  frdni  Turkey  in  Bails  of  Cotton  or  Silk, 
which  is  a  ftrange  PreferVer  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Steams.  For  that  Part  of  the  World 

•f 

is  feldoiri  free  from  fuch  Infeftions,  altho* 
it  is  fometimes  more  fevere  than  others* 
according  to  the  Difpofition  of  Seafons 
and  Temperature  of  Air  in  thofe  Regions : 
But  if  any  would  yet  more  intimately 
be  acquainted  with  its  Origin,  it  concerns 
him  to  know  all  the  Changes  the  Air  in 
thefe  Climates  is  fubjeft  to,  and  its  various 
Properties  of  Drynefs,  Moifture*  Heat* 
Cold, 

BUT  leafc  I  Ihould  be  thought  too 

prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of  fuch  Cir~ 

•  1 

cumftances,  and  incur  the  Sufpicion  of 
Atheifm,(a  Charge  too  juft  upon  the  Faculty) 
by  afcribing  too  much  to  fecond  Caufes, 
as  the  Schools  pleafe  to  call  them,  it  may 

he 
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be  convenient  for  me  to  declare,  that  the 
tv  of  a  Peftilence  is  as  much  a  Part 
of  my  Faith,  as  any  others  j  the  facred 
Pages  clearly  and  demondratively  prove, 
that  the  Almighty,  by  his  Authority,  and 
at  hisPleafure,  may  draw  the  Sword,  bend 
the  Bow,  or  ffioot  the  Arrows  of  Death ; 
and  a  Retrolpe&ion  into  Times  pall,  iliews 
many  convincing  Proofs  of  this  terrible 
Truth  j  and  in  this  Contagion  before  us, 
the  Foot  heps  of  an  over-ruling  Power  are 
very  legible,  especially  fo  far  as  concerns 
his  divine  Permiffion:  But  the  great  God’s 
Purpofes  are  Secrets  too  awful  for  Mortals 
to  pry  into,  although  we  know  that  ho 
punifhes  as  a  Parent,  and  chides  for  our 
Good,  which  makes  it  our  Duty  to  kiffi 
the  Rod,  and  fubmit.  But  enough  of  this, 
lead:  I  fhould  be  thought  to  invade  ano- 
thers  Province  *,  and  it  is  diffident  to  the 
Purpofe  of  a  Phyhcian,  to  affign  natural 
and  obvious  Caufes  ^  and  where  fiich  are 
difcoverable,  it  is  unworthy  of  him  and 
the  divine  Art  he  profeffes,  as  well  as  an 
Affront  to  good  Senfe,  to  have  Recourlh 
lO'  any  other/ 

BUT  this  being  premifed  only  to  pre- 
rent  Confute,  our  Way  now  lies  open  to 
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&  Difcovery  of  the  Nature  of  this  Pefti- 
lence.  Wherein,  for  Method  Sake,  I  fhall 
begin  with  a  Defcriptioii  of  a  Peftilence 
in  general  ;  and  which  if  it  doth  not  exactly 
agree  with  the  Accounts  given  by  the 
Ancients,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
found  by  every  impartial  Conliderer,  to  be 
as  full  and  fatisfkftory. 

THE  Peftilence  is  a  Difeafe  ariiing  from 
an  Aura  that  is  poifonous,  very  fubtle, 
deadly,  and  contagious,  affeOnng  many  Per- 
lons  at  the  fame  Time  together  in  one 
Country,  chiefly  arifmg  from  a  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirit  in  the  Air,  attended 
with  a  Fever,  and  other  very  grievous 
Symptoms. 

EVERY  one  of  thefe  Particulars  are 
as  clear  as  the  Light  at  Noon-day  *,  and 
thefe  Explications  are  lb  obvious  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Writings  of  the  Learned^ 
that  it  would  be  loft  Labour  to  infift  upon 
any  fuch  Thing  here;  we  fhall  therefore 
proceed  to  explain  only  what  more  im¬ 
mediately  ftands  in  need  of  it. 

AND  fir  ft  of  all  it  is  fa  id  from  an 
Aura,  as  diftinguiihing  it  from  fuch  Poifon, 


as 


and  a  Contagion .  3  5 

fis  is  more  grofs  and  earthy ;  ,  for  this  is 
not  to  be  confined  in  any  Inclofure,  but 
is  fo  rare,,  fubtle^  volatile,  and  fine,  that  it 
infinuafes  into,  and  refides  in  the  very  Inter- 
fiices,  or  Pores  of  the  aerial  Particles  9 
whereas  that  which  is  Of  a  more  fixed 
Nature,  is  confined  within  certain  Limits^ 
and  is  incapable  of  fuch  Progrefs* 

I T  is  laid  to  be  poilonbus  a  11b,  from 
its  Similitude  to  the  Nature  of  a  Poifonj 
and  both  being  equally  deftru&ive  to  Life^ 
and  killing  Perfons  much  after  the  fame 
Manner,  fo  that  they  feem  to  differ  in 
Degfte  only ;  for  the  deadly  Quality  of  a 
Peftilence  vaftly  exceeds  either  the  arfeni- 
cal  Minerals,  the  molt  poifonous  Animals 
or  Infetls,  or  the  killing  Vegetables  ^  nay, 
the  Peftilence  feems  to  be  a  Compofition 
of  all  the  other  Poifdns  together,  as  well 
as  in  its  fatal  Efficacies  to  excel  them,  for 
‘in  this  there  is  manifeftly  joined  both  the 
Height  of  Putrefaflion  and  Malignity.,  And 
as  in  a  great  many  the  Virulence  of  this 
Taint  hath  been  difcoverable,  fo  in  one 
Youth  for  Infiance  it  was  fo  remarkable, 
that  even  in  the  Point  of  Death  the  whole 
Body  changed  green,  which  fo  alarmed 
the  Mother^  that  fine  immediately  hafied 

D  to 
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to  my  Houfe,  to  know  whether  by  Mi- 
flake  there  had  not  been  fome  Poifon 
given  him  •,  whereas  he  had  taken  nothing 
but  mild  and  common  Alexipharmicks  *,  this 
green  Hue  therefore  was  a  Demonftration  of 
the  poiibnous  Vitrioiick  Nature  of  the 
peitilential  Taints 

I T  is  hud  to  be  very  fubtile  both  on 
Account  of  its  Original  and  Production,  be¬ 
fore  it  hath  efcaped  from  its  native  Seat ~ 
and  that  wonderful  Comminution  which  it 
cannot  but  undergo  in  its  Progrefs  through 
fo  many  Climates,  whereby  it  is,  as  it  were, 
fub limed  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Vola¬ 
tility,  beyond  that  of  any  Meteor,  which  is 
the  Production  of  grofs,  corporeal,  and  he¬ 
terogeneous  Particles  •  nay,  it  is  more  aCtive 
than  Lightning,  and  in  the  Twinkling  of  an 
Eye  carries  to  a  Diftance  Putrefaction,  Mor¬ 
tification,  and  Death. 

A  S  for  the  Manner  whereby  it  kills,  its 
approaches  are  generally  fo  fecret,  that  Per¬ 
forms  lei  zed  with  it  feem  to  be  fallen  into  an 

•  / 

Ambufcade,  or  a  Snare,  of  which  there  was 
no  Manner  of  Sufpicion  they  are  therefore 
not  to  be  credited  or  regarded,  who  affirm 
die  Progrefs  of  a  Peitilence  to  be  fenfible,, 

even- 
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seven  to  the  Smell  and  Sights  and  report 
(though  who  will  may  believe  them  for  me) 
the  Infeftion  to  referable  the  Fragrancy  of 
Flowers  in  May,  or  any  other  fweet  Savour  • 
or5  on  the  contrary;,  to  dr  ike  the  Nofe  like 
the  Stench  of  a  rotten  Carcafe  ^  nay,  fome 
pretend  to  be  fo  fharpdighted,  as  to  did 
cern  Clouds  in  the  Atmofphere  big  with  pe~ 
dilential  Poyfons,  and  other  fuch  Conceits 
of  a  di tempered  Imagination,  that  are  chief¬ 
ly  the  Products  of  Fear,  which  condrues 
every  Thing  for  the  word :  Although  in¬ 
deed  I  mud  confefs,  that  fometimes  this 
very  fubtile  Aura  may  be  fo  mixed  or  loaded 
with  grofs  and  fulphureous  Particles,  as  td 
be  perceptible  to  the  Senfes. 


FURTHER,  as  to  the  fatal  Influences  of 
ft  Plague,  if  the  before  recited  Account  is 
not  fufficient  to  fliew  it,  it  would  not  be 
a  Task  of  any  Difficulty  to  produce  many 
Indances  df  its  Tyranny  and  DeflruTion  : 
Hence  the  Plague  by  the  Hebrews  was 
called  ^2*1,  or  Perdition*,  as  if  it  was  or¬ 
dained  on  Purpofe  to  defray  .Mankind  :  It 
is  alfo  called  Lues ,  from  Atfo,  to  diilblve, 
k  mod  certain  Way  of  Dedrufion,  and 
whofe  fatal  Property  in  the  Plague  is  mod 
remarkable,  whereby  it  does  not  fo  much 

D  2 
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prepare  the  Way',,  as  immediately  of  its 
fclf  deftroy,  and  of  whole  certain  Ruin/ 
through  whole  Regions  together,  we  have 
too  many  Teftimonies  upon  Record,  in  the 
Writings  both  of  Ancients  and.  Moderns. 

A  G  A I  K,  the  Peftilence  is  faid  to  fee 
contagious;  becaufe  dome  are  come  to  that 
Height  of  Boldnefs,  (being  blind  with  too 
much  Light)  to  propagate  Grange  Con¬ 
jectures  to  the  contrary,  as  if  the  late 
Plague  was  begun  and  continued  by  a  foreign 
Influence ;  but  to  remove  this  Controverfie,- 
it  may  be  convenient  to  explain  the  Ma¬ 
ture  of  a  Contagion,  and  its  fuppofed  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Exertion;  but  before  I  enter 
upon  this,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  difpatck 
the  other  Members  of  this  Definition. 

•  i.  1 

I T  is  further  added*  that  the  Plague 
affefts  many  Regions  together  at  the  fame 
Time,  in  Order  to  diftinguiih  it  both  from 
Endemick  Diieafes,  that  is,  fuch  as  are  ap¬ 
propriate  to  one  Place  only  ;  and  alfo  from 
Sporadic^  Difeafes,  which  although  they 
rage  among  ft  the  Populace  in  this  or  that 
Country  or  Climate  indifferently,  according 
to  the  Influence  of  their  procatarftick  Caufes, 
they_  are  yet  to  be  deemed  particular,  as 

well 
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well  as  they  are  pernicious :  But 
qf  thefe  Matters. 
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enough 


AT  length  then  it  becomes  neceilary 
to  change  the  Confideration,  and  enquire 
how  it  comes  that  the  Plague  hath  its 
chief  Origin  from  a  Change  or  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirits  in  the  Air;  This  is 
die  great  Difficulty  f  This  is  our  Task  !  It 
is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  Novelty 
of  the  Opinion  will  not  occaiion  any  one 
to  receive  it  at  firtft  Sight  amifs,  until  by 
due  Examination  he  hath  brought  it  to 
Trial*,  but  in  Order  to  ere£t  this  upon  a 
fure  Foundation,  it  is  proper  to  premife 
fome  Confiderations.. 


AND  firft  of  all,  the  central  nitrous 
Spirit  does  every  where  tranfpire  and  exhale 
towards  the  Surface,  to  recruit  the  Con- 

V 

fumptions  of  Nature,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pofes  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  From 
this  faline  Origin  ftraining  through  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth,  it  is  by  every  one 
underftood  Vegetation  is  carried  on}  and 
that  the  Light  and  vital  Warmth  of  the 
Sun  is  impregnated  by  it  through  the 
whole  Region  of  Air}  and  the  mutual 
Intercourfes  or  Operations  upon  one  ano- 
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ther  between  the  Sun’s  Rays,  and  thefe 
faline  Exhalations,  by  a  Kind  of  Magnetifin 
between  them,  is  too  obvious  in  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Inftances  to  want  any  Comment. 

I  know  in  nothing  indeed  where  there 
is  a  greater  Intercourfe  and.  Sympathy: 
and  a  confiderable  Illuftration  of  which 
may  be  made  by  the  following  Experi¬ 
ment.  If  any  one  in  the  Spring-time, 
when  the  Sun  is  approaching  nearer  to  us, 
digs  up  a  Piece  of  Earth,  and  after  In- 
fufion  and  Filtration,  evaporates  the  Li¬ 
quor,  he  will  find  at  the  Bottom  of  the  VeiTel 
a  Sixth  Part  of  Salt  more  than  at  any 
other  Time  of  the  Year,  from  the  fame 
Quantity  of  Earth  managed  after  the  fame 
Manner  ^  the  nitrous  Salt  for  many  Reafons 
not  ariiing  in  fo  great  a  Quantity  for  the 
Exigencies  of  Nature,  at  any  other  Times  * 

whence  I  conceive  it  manireftly  to  prove, 
* 

that  there  is  fuch  an  Eifiux  of  this  Salt 
as  before  fuggefbd,  and  a  Kind  of  Subli¬ 
mation  of  it  into  the  Air,  and  that  this 
faline  Spirit  hath  a  Sort  of  Sympathy  with 
the  fuperior  Heat.  But  that  we  may  not 
ufe  more  Arguments  than  are  neceifary  to. 
prove  the  Energy  of  this  Principle,  every 
one  who  is  doubtful  herein  may  obferve, 

that 
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chat  not  'Only  Plants  are  produced  and  now- 
riffied  by  its  fubtle  and  luxuriant  Infinua- 
tion  into  their  Fibres,  but  that  alfo  from 
the  fame  aerial  Spirit  the  Life  of  Animals, 
and  even  the  humane  Species  is  preierved. 
And  I  cannot  fee  any  Difficulty  in  the 
Opinion,  that  the  be  ft  Temperature  of  the 
Blood  and  animal  Juices,  the  Renewal  of 
wafted  Spirits,  the  Reftauration  of  Strength, 
and  the  good  and  healthful  Conftitution  of 
the  Vifcera,  Members,  and  whole  Body,  is 
maintained  by  the  Aftifta.nce  of  this  nitro- 
aerial  Spirit.  JSh>r  does  any  Thing  appear 
more  congruous  to  Reafon,  than  that  from 
the  fame  Caufe  does  the  Racy  Spirit  of 


the  Blood  arife,  as  it  is  not  derivable  from 


any  other  ^  nor  is  it  my  Angle  Opinion, 
that  from  the  fame  Principle  it  derives 
its  Colour  ^  but  as  there  are  no  Arguments 
jeven  objected  to  this  DoTrine,  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  imploy  more  Time  in  its  Vindi¬ 
cation. 


BUT  further,  it  may  happen  that  this 
nitre-aerial  Spirit  may  various  Ways  be 
changed  in  its  Properties-,  that  is,  either 
with  Regard  to  its  proliffick  Influences, 
(if  it  may  be  fo  expreffed)  or,  which  much 

P  4  pftner 
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oftner  happens,  in  its  accidental  and  ad¬ 
ventitious,  Impurities. 

SOMETIMES  this  univerfal  Principle 
languifhes  and  degenerates,  and  in  its  own 
produ&ive  Womb  is  tainted  with  fome- 
what  pernicious  to  Vitality,  and  that  natu¬ 
ral  balfamick  Conftitution  of  Blood  that 

>  T  t 

fupports  it  -7  and  as  often  as  this  is  the 
Cafe,  the  whole  Orders  of  living  Beings 
may  look  upon  it  as  War  declared  again# 
them  :  But  where  any  Alteration  is  made 
upon  it  by  particular  and  fortuitous  Caufes, 
it  is  generally  from  too  much  Humidity 
diluting  it,  as  in  immoderate  and  unfeafon- 
able  Rains,  whence  moi#,  crude,  and  un- 
wholfome  Vapours  exhale  ^  for  every  one 
knows  how  much  Humidity'  is  a  Promoter 

*  •  ..  *  i  !  \ 

of  PutrefaCHon  •  whence  Swarms  of  InfeCb, 
which  is  a  certain  Forerunner  of  a  Pefti- 
lence :  It  alfb  fometimes  happens,  that 
this  vital  Spirit,  which  lo  much  delights 
in  Drynefs,  is  almoft  quite  extinguifhed 
by  a  rainy  Seafon^  in  which  Exigency, 
what  Mifenes  may  not  Mankind  expeCl, 
when  a  fmall  Change  is  of  fo  fatal  Confe- 
quence  ?  This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by 
the  Experience  of  Marfhy  Countries,  where 
the  Pifeafes  recurring  every  Year  are  very 


l  3* 


and  a  Contagion. 

fatal,  by  means  of  the  putrid  and  dapp 
Exhalations. 

FURTHERMORE, this  nitrous Prin? 

%  f  v  *  *  '  **  '•*  {  "  *' 

ciple  may  be  fometimes  changed  in  its 

own  Repofitory  by  too  intenfe  a  Heat 

‘  •  t,  /  I  ! 

from  within,  as  well  ^  without ;  for  by  fo 
precipitate  a  Sublimation  its  Spirit  may  be 
deadned}  that  is,  being  robbed  of  its  balfa- 
miek  Quality,  (which  is  no  Abfurdity  to 
fuppofe)  and  kindled  into  too  rapid  a  Mo¬ 
tion,  it  may  receive  a  kind  of  Emfyreuma , 
and  from  which  AdufHqn  there  may  arife 
feveral  Sorts  of  Dihemperature  ^  as  Blahs 
upon  Trees,  and  Difeafes  among!!  Cattle  • 
and  at  lah  end  in  a  Pehilence  among!!:  Man¬ 
kind. 

FOI5.  further  Illuhration  hereof  it  may 

*  •  '  v  » 

be  obferved,  that  the  nitrous  Spirit  whicb^ 

jV  t 

circulates  through  the  fubterraneous  Ca~ 

•  ,  1  & 

yerns  may,  inhead  of  Obtaining  a  fur¬ 
ther  Purification,  take  along  with  it  cor¬ 
rupt  and  poyfonous  Vapours  from  arfenical 
qr  other  Minerals  j  and,  loaded  therewith, 
break  out  into  the  open  Air  :  And  this 
we  have  confirmed  from  common  Obferva- 

1  j  *•  .  •  •  , '  1 

tion  in  theWehern  Climes  of  Africa,  that 
lye  under  the  Equator^  wherein  the  very 

Showers 
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Showers  feem  to  be  endued  with  a  Stiptidfc 
or  CauEick  Power,  io  as  to  taint  the  Gloath^ 
and  Skin  of  the  Travellers,  and  burn,  as 
it  were,  upon  them  peftilential  Charafters. 
From  which  Difpofition  it  cannot  be  a 
Wonder  to  any,  that  the  Plague  ihould 
reign  after  Earthquakes  *,  becaufe  a  poyfo- 
nous  Spirit  at  fuch  Times  break  out  into 
the  Air ;  as  alfo  that  Nitre  thus  loaded 
with  an  impure  Mixture,  and  fometimes 
too  that  which  is  deadly,  ihould  of  it  felf, 
like  the  Occuriion  of  an  Acid,  force  out  its 
Way  wherever  there  is  Room,  and  leave 
behind  in  its  PafFage  many  Marks  of  Ma¬ 
lignity  ^  lo  that  fubterraneous  Animals,  fuch 
as  Moles,  Mice,  Serpents,  Conies,  Foxes, 
ffre.  as  confcious  of  approaching  Mifchief, 
leave  their  Burrows,  and  lie  open  in  the 
Air  which  is  alfo  a  certain  Sign  of  a 

Peftilence  at  Hand :  Hence  alfo  a  hidden 

* 

Death  of  Fifh  ^  and  a  Departure  of  the 
Birds  of  the  Air,  to  fecure  their  Safe¬ 
ty  in  that  which  is  more  wholefome. 

AFTER  thefe  Obfervations,  it  remains 
to  fhew  how  the  nitrous  Spirit  frequently 
receives  a  Change  like  to  that  which  may 
be  termed  Corruption,  although  it  is  vul¬ 
garly  accounted  incorruptible  in  it  felf, 

and 
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and  is  ferviceable  in  Prefacing  other  Things 
from  PutrefaOdon. 

T  O  the  Solution  of  this  uncommon 
Difficulty,  it  is  to  he  taken  Notice  that 
Corruption  here  is  not  in  that  Senfe  flriflly 
as  when  it  is  the  Produce  of  Humidity^ 
but  fomewhat  more  congruous  to  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit  j  which 
although  it  cannot,  like  fome  other  Bodies, 
putrifle,  yet  if  it  can  be  changed  from 
its  Nature  and  Figure,  fo  as  not  to  be 
reducible  into  them  again,  it  does  not 
feem  improperly  faid  that  fuch  a  Change 
is  equivalent  to  Corruption,  its  Vitality  or 
E hence  being  defiroyed,  and  a  new  Tex¬ 
ture  being  obtained.  And  this  I  fhall  fur¬ 
ther  endeavour  to  illuftrate  by  a  double 
Argument. 

FIRST,  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  what  Art,  which  is  the  Ima- 
tator  of  Nature,  can  do,  may  be  done  by 
the  Efficiency  of  a  more  powerful  Agent  j 
and  the  mofl  expert  Chy miffs  do  fhew  a 
certain  Corruption  of  Salt  •,  nor  would  it 
be  any  great  Labour  to  difcover  here  the 
Method  how  it  is  done,  were  it  not  a 
Crime  to  cxpofe  the  Secrets  of  Nature  on 

trifling 
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trifling  Occaftons.  But  if  my  Authority  is 
not  fuflicient  to  fupport  an  Aflertion  of 
this  Weight,  I  truft  no  one  will  reje£fc  the 
ConviTion  that  arifes  from  EffeCfo,  and 
therefore  I  fliali  reftrain  the  Proof  hereof 
to  as  fliort  a  Compals  as  poilible.  As 
then  it  is  eftablifhed  by  the  concurrent 
Authority  of  Antiquity,  that  as  Fire,  as 

it  is  an  Element  capable  of  Degeneration, 

*  ~ 

and  feemingly  of  Corruption,  may  increafe 
a  peftilential  Malignity  by  Means  of  its 
great  Subtilty,  its  prodigious  Increafe,  and 
fwift  Propagation  j  Qualities  too  which 
a  Peftilence  very  much  partakes  of.  That 
which  they  conceited  of  Fire,  feems  to 
me  to  be  applicable  in  a  much  more  phi- 
lofophical  Senfe  to  that  Spirit  we  are 
fpeakine  of  and  which  fo  nearly  refembles 
it.  I  am  indeed  a  Stranger  to  any  Thing 
in  the  Univerfe  that  makes  fo  fwift  a  Pro- 

#  *  *  *  ’  ♦'  i 

grefs  as  a  Peftilence,  and  therefore  the 
infeTious  Miaflnata  are  in  the  facred  Seri* 


ptures  ftyled  Arrows  that  fly  in  the  Dark  • 
and  howfoever  certain  are  their  Strokes, 


and  tho5  by  Means  of  their  Finenefs  they 
penetrate  into  the  very  Marrow,  they  yet 
iliun  by  their  Subtilty  our  Conceptions. 
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AS  to  the  fpreading  of  a  Contagion 
from  one  to  another,  and  fo  on  to  Thou- 
fands,  there  is  nothing  can  he  poffibly 
more  fwift  in  the  Progrefs  of  Fire }  and 
it  exceeds  even  Antimony  in  the  Retention 
of  its  Properties,  though  that  lefes  them 
not  in  a  thoufand  Infufions :  But  the  in- 
fiantaneous  Progrefs  of  this  Enemy  to  Man¬ 
kind  is  beft  illuftrated  by  the  Rapidity  of 
Light,  which  is  not  greater.  But  more  of 
this  we  pals  by  till  we  come  profefl^dly 
to  fpeak  of  a  Contagion. 


SECONDLY,  the  particular  Nature  of 
the  pefHlential  Miafmata ,  may  be  known 
from  their  peculiar  Influence  upon  the 
fa  line  Particles  in  a  humane  Body}  for 
nothing  a£is  with  more  Efficacy  and  Eneiv 
gy  upon  a  faline  Body,  than  another  par¬ 
taking  of  the  fame  Quality  }  and  nothing 
is  more  plain  than  that  this  nitrous  Spirit 
is  of  more  Efficacy  than  the  Alkahefi  it 
felf,  as  by  it  the  fibrous  Parts  of  the  Blood 
are  immediately  corroded  and  diffolved } 
and  therefore  after  dangerous  Hemorrhages, 
very  little  Coagulation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  extravafated  Blood,  unlefs  by  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  Cold }  but  as  often 

as 
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as  that  does  happen,  do  not  we  iinfhe- 
diately  find  a  Fixation  of  the  Fluids,  and 
a  certain  Congelation  of  the  juices,  which 
greatly  retards  their  rapid  Motions,  and 
iometimes  brings  even  a  total  Stagnation : 
It’s  furthermore  of  confiderable  Importance 
to  our  prefent  Argument,  that  Spafms,  the 
conftant  Attendants  of  a  Plague,  have 
their  Origin  from  an  acrid  vellicating  Salt 
in  the  nervous  Fluid. 

T  O  thefe  it  may  like  wife  be  added* 
that  a  Pehilence  has  a  great  Similitude  to 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  having  its  Origin  from 
a  fa  line  Conftitution  of  Blood  •,  and  the 
great  Likenefs  'there  is  in  many  Circum- 
fiances  of  their  Generation  and  Propaga¬ 
tion,  infomu'ch  that  after  a  Peflilence  is 
with  others  ceafed,  it  will  yet  continue  to 
infefl  fcorbutick  Conhitutions  ;  as  hereafter 
will  further  appear  :  From  the  fame  Caule 
like  wife  does  a  peftilential  Contagion  reign 
frioffc  in  Maritime  Countries,  and  near  the 

*  •  i'  V"  \  %  ' 

Sea-Coafls  ;  becaufe  fuch  a  faline  Difpofl- 
tion  does  there  mofl  abound; 'and  the  Truth 
of  this,  the  Maritime  Parts  of  our  own  Coum. 
try  do  by  fad  Experience  too  much  te- 
ffifie,  \ 
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LASTLY,  If  Arguments  taker,  to  this 
Purpofe  Trom  the  Method  of  Cure  were 
valid,  from  thence  it  may  be  gathered, 
that  a  fa  line  Spirit  hath  a  great  fhare  in 
giving  Rife  to  a  Peffilence  *7  for  in  our  cu¬ 
rative  Regards  for  this  Diffemper,  a  skilful 
and  upright  Phyfician  bends  his  whole 
Care  at  firft  to  prevent  its  Attack,  which 
he  does  by  the  Ufe  of  oleaginous  Subfia ri¬ 
ces,  by  that  Means  expecting  to  cover  over 
the  Stomach  as  it  were  with  a  Plaffer,  to 
guard  it  againft  fharp  and  corrofive  Effluvia  • 
the  fame  Intention  is  alfo  purfued  by  Me- 
dicines,  in  endeavouring  to  defend  againft 
the  poyfoncus  Taint,  or  throw  it  out  when 
received  by  Alexipharmicks  and  Diapho- 
reticks :  For  every  one  who  is  but  tole¬ 
rably  converfant  in  fuch  Practice,  very  well 
knows  that  the  faline  Particles  are  thrown 
off  this  Way  much  more  effectually  than 
.  by  any  other  ^  and  a  further  Demonftrati- 
on  of  this  Matter  is  alfo,  that  the  Sweat 
of  infe&ed  Perfons,  as  in  the  late  Sicknefs, 
gives  extream  pungent  Pains  by  its  Acri¬ 
mony  in  its  Exit ;  and  that  the  more  brackifb 
Rich  Sweat  comes  out,  the  more  ferviceable 
it  proves  \  whereas  when  it  happened  to  be 

foft 
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lo  ft  and  inflpid,  it  was  a  fure  Forerunner  of 
ivorfe  Symptoms,  and  even  of  Death. 

FURTHERMORE,  as  to  curative 
Intentions,  all  Diligence  was  ufed  to  p re¬ 
fer  ve  and  reftore  the  internal  Ferments 
from  a  Contagion  \  and  this  was  chiefly 
done  by  fa  line  Preparations  of  various 
Kinds,  which  gave  greater  Energy  to  the 
natural  Spirits,  fo  as  to  alter  and  renew 
them  by  Means  of  that  Similitude  of  Tex¬ 
ture  and  Conftitution  naturally  between 
them; 

A  G  A I  what  was  excreted  did  greatly 
feftablifh  this  our  Hypotheiis  •  what  was 
thrown  up  by  hard  Vomiting  difeovered  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  rancid  BrackifhnefSj  that 
vellicated  the  Stomach  into  Cbnvulfions  by 
its  acrimonious  and  corrofive  Qualities  * 
and  the  frothy  and  fermentative  Nature  of 
what  was  eje&ed  by  Stool,  fully  fliowed  its 
faline  Mixture  :  But  we  Ihall  come  more 
fully  to  talk  of  this  hereafter  :  To  con¬ 
clude  therefore  this  Controverfie  \  although 
the  Hypothefis  here  laid  down  may  at  firft 
Appearance  feem  new,  yet  it  does  not  fo 
far  differ  from  the  Sentiments  of  the  An* 
exeats  upon  the  fame  Subjeft,  as  confirm 

and 
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and  explain  what  they  have  faid :  It  comes 
down  to  us  for  the  Opinion  of  fome  of 
them,  that  a  Futrefa&ion  of  Choler  in  an 
humane  Body  gives  Rife  to  a  Peffiilence  * 
and  of  others,  that  Fire  may  be  fo  cor¬ 
rupted,  as  to  occafion  the  fairie^  what 

< 

therefore  the  former  conceived  of  Choler* 
and  the  latter  of  Fire,  we  judge  more 
juffily  afcribed  here  to  a  vitiated  faline  Spi¬ 
rit.  But  leaf!  we  fhould  too  long  dwell 
upon  this  Argument,  if  it  was  needful  to 
recite  all  the  Caufes  enumerated  by  Authors  of 
this  Malady,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
any  one  which  does  not  coincide  with  this 
our  Hypothecs  j  fo  that  whofoever  pleafes 
to  be  at  this  Pains,  muff  either  affiant  with 

i  ■  'i  .  • 

us*  or  rejeft  them  j  and  he  that  does  not 
like  our  Opinion,  would  do  well  to  fhew 
a  better. 

V 

*  *  *4  4.  %  V-  J  1 

I  N  the  abovedefcribed  Peffiilence,  as  in- 
*deed  in  many  others,  Perfons  frequently 
died,  without  any  preceeding  Symptoms  of 
Horror,  Thirffi,  or  concomitant  Fever  : 
For  the  Confirmation  of  which,  I  fhall  give 
an  Inftance  or  two  out  of  a  great  many  ^ 
A  Woman,  who  was  the  only  one  left  alive 
of  the  Family,  and  yet  to  her  Thinking 
perfectly  well,  perceived  upon  her  Breaffi 

E  the 
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the  pedilential  Spots,  which  ihe  looking 
upon  to  be  the  fatal  Tokens,  in  a  very 
jfhort  Space  died,  without  feeling  any  other 
©if order,  or  any  other  Forerunner  of  Death- 

A  Youth  alfo  of  a  good  Conditution,> 
after  he  had  found  himfelf  on  a  hidden 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  the  Contagion, 
believed  at  firfk  they  were  not  the  genuine 
Marks,'  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  fo  well,; 
and  yet  he  was  dead  in  kfs~  than  four; 
Hours  after,  as  his  Phyfician  had  before 
prognosticated. 

BUT  how  fuddenly  foever  the  Sicknefs 
killed  feme  People,  whether  by  fuddenly 
feizing  the  Brain,  Heart,  Lungs,  or  any 
other  principal  Part,  with  a  deadly  In¬ 
fection,  or  poifoning  the  vital  Spirits  at 
once,  fb  that  no  Appearance  could  be  dif- 
denied,  even  of  a  lurking  Fever,  yet  for 
the  m  oil  Part,  fome  Fever  did  drew  it 
felf. 

AND  it  cannot  be  thought  drange, 
that  mod:  who  took  the  Contagion  fhould 
have  a  Fever,  to  thofe  who  confider  the 
Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit,  elpecially  when 
degenerated,  and  that  from  the  mod  flight 

Caufe- 
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Caufe  it  will  take  Fire,  and  i 
and  the  Fever  accompanying  this  prefent 
Sicknefs  was  of  the  worft  Kind,  both  on 
Account  of  its  State  and  Periods,  fometimes 
imitating  a  Quotidian^  and  at  others  a 
Tertian  ^  fometimes  feeming  to  retreat^ 
and  at  others  attacking  again  with  redoubled 
Fury  :  There  was  never  a  total  CelTatiom 

*  t  / 

but  fometimes  a  Remiffion  for  an  Hour  or 
two,  although  every  Exacerbation  was  worle 
than  the  former }  but  this  I  pafs  by  here^' 
having  Occalion  hereafter  to  enlarge  further 
thereupon, 

A  T  length  therefore,  to  difcharge  my 
Promife  in  giving  a  ihort  Account  of  a 
Contagion,  as  of  a  Difeafe  that  is  commu¬ 
nicable  that  Way  only,  and  killing  moft 
it  feizes,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  the 
Infection  of  the  peftilential  Poifon  is  not 
only  transferable  from  one  Siibjefl:  to  ano- 
ther,  either  by  mediate  or  immediate  Con- 
ta£lj  and  exciting  the  fame  Symptoms  • 
but  all  the  Conditions  likewife  of  its  Ex-  ' 
ertion,  are  as  confpicuous  as  the  Noon-day 
Sun  *  wherefore  thole  Arguments  to  prove 
the  peftilential  Corruption  not  to  arife 
from  Contagion,  are  trifling  and  not  Worth 
Notice,  as  altogether  difconfonaut  to  Rca«* 

E  %  fon 
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ion  and  Experience  j  as  after  I  have  enu¬ 
merated  the  Conditions  of  a  contagious 
Exertion*  I  doubt  not  but  to  make  this 
Matter  clear  to  every  one. 

FOUR  Things  chiefly  are  neceflary  to 
a  Contagion : 

FIRST,  That  there  is  an  Efflux  of  the 
contagious  Seminium . 

SECONDLY,  That  there  is  a  conve¬ 
nient  Medium  for  the  contagious  Particles 
to  move  through,  and  be  conveyed  by. 

THIRDLY >  A  Fitnefs  in  the  Subjeft 
to  receive  and  cherifli  the  contagious  Efflu¬ 
via.  And, 

FOV  RTHLY ,  A  due  Stay  of  this  Se- 
mlnium  *  of  all  which  diflinttly. 

THE  Quantity  of  Neceffaries  daily 
taken  in  for  Refreshment  does  evidently 
demonftrate,  that  infeniible  Perforation  is 
much  larger  than  all  other  Evacuations 
together :  But  where  a  Peftilence  invades, 
a  yet  much  greater  Waft  is  made  that 
Way  than  in  a  Time  of  Health,  by  the 

ihteltine 
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mteftine  Colluftation  and  Struggle  of  oppo¬ 
site  Principles  in  the  animal  Fluids }  this 
is  ^confirmed  by  the  Obfervation  of  Santto- 
rmSj  who  tells  us,  that  Per fons  taken  with 
a  peftilentiai  Contagion,  immediately  be¬ 
come  much  lighter,  the  Effluvia  of  their 
Bodies  breaking  through  on  all  Sides  with 
Rapidity*  for  fuch  is  the  Energy  of  the 
peftilentiai  Taint,  that  it  immediately  Sub¬ 
tilizes  more  thick  Subfiances,  and  gives 
them  fuch  a  Sharpnefs,  as  to  cut  their 
Way  like  fo  many  Needles,  or  Wedges, 
and  very  often  carry  along  with  them 


thole  natural  Spirits  which  ihould  be  a 


Prefervative  to  the  whole  Frame :  Hence 
Ibmetimes  follow  Swoonings  and  Paintings 
that  are  fatal,  and  Indications  of  that  Waft 
of  Spirits  that  hath  been  made  by  the 
peftilentiai  Poifon* 


HENCE  moreover  it  appears,  of  what 
‘a  diffuled  Nature  this  Contagion  may  be 
of,  by  the  great  Plenty  that  tranfpires  from 
an  infefted  Perfon  •  and  which  Steam  a- 
lone,  as  it  is  fufficient  to  communicate  the 
Infeftion,  fo  it  is  alfo  capable  of  vaft  Di¬ 
latation  and  Diffufion  *  not  much  unlike 
the  Snuff  of  a  Candle,  which  .  not  only 
fmits  a  great  deal  of  Smoak,  but  carries 
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a  confiderable  Stench  along  with  it  into, 
very  diftant  Parts. 

SECONDLY,  A  fit  Medium  is  very 
conducive  to  the  Propagation  of  thePlague  } 
for  according  to  the  Difpofition  of  that, 
in  being  more  or  lefs  open  or  confined,  is 
the  Iufeftion  fooner  or  flower  communica¬ 
ted  :  Nor  is  there  any  Doubt,  but  that 
the  Air  is  this  fit  Medium ,  and  whole 
Pores,  altho’  very  minute,  are  readily  filled 
with  it :  and  therein  the  noxious  Effluvia. 

'  a» 

lodge  fecurely,  unlefs  expelled  by  any  ex¬ 
ternal  Force. 

THE  Air  is  moreover  the  more  con- 

•  v  v.*- 

venient  Recepticle  and  Conveyance  of  this 
peffilential  Poyfon,  on  account  of  that  ni¬ 
trous  Spirit  with  which  it  abounds  ^  hence, 
it  more  eafily  receives  the  poifonous  Aura, 
and  faithfully  prefer ves  it  as  in  a  proper. 
Confervatory,  and  on  this  Account  the  per¬ 
nicious  Qualities,  (unlefs  firft  deflroyed  by 
fome  uncommon  Power)  fooner  reach  any 
Subject  to  atl  upon,  and  float  about  in 
Readinefs  for  Deftruftion :  Sometimes  alfo, 
the  peffilential  Mlafmata  may  be  broke  and 
deflroyed  by  the  Occurfion  of  others. 
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■without  any  Perception  of  either  having 
been  in  this  Medium* 

HENCE  it  comes  ftrongly  to  be  con- 
|e£tured,  how  the  peRilential  Scmlnium  comes 
to  be  hid  fo  fecretly  in  the  Porofities  of 
the  Air,  fo  as  to  be  conveyed  from  one  - 
Country  to  another,  and  to  travel  irnper- 
.ceived  into  very  diflanc  Regions*  Further*, 
as  this  'Medium  is  more  Rill,  it  is  fo  much 
the  more  capable  to  receive  the  peflikntlai 
Infe£Hon ;  whereupon  Places  that  are  clofe^ 
confined,  and  dark,  as  Prifbns,  and  Houles 
in  Vallies,  are  much  more  liable  to  Conta¬ 
gion,  than  Situations  upon  Eminencies^ 
where  the  Air  is  frequently  agitated  by 
Winds*,  for  the  malignant  Effluvia  cannot 
fo  well  fix  in  an  Air  fo  tumultuoufly 
hurried  about  7  and  they  are  likewiie  ren- 
dred  lefs  hurtful  by  a  continual  Mixture 
of  freili  Air  with  them* 

J*HIRDLY7  A  fuitable  Difpofition  of 
the  Subject  is  very  neceifary  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  pefiilential  Taint  and  this 
pilpofition  refpeds  either  feme  Fitnefs  in 
the  Pores  of  the  Body,  or  a  long  Accu¬ 
mulation  of  diRempered  Humours.  The 
more  open  the  Pores  are,  and  the  widely 
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by  lo  much  the  more  eaflly  will  the  In-J 
feflion  penetrate  into  the  Body  3  and  the 
more  conftringed  they  are,  the  better  Se¬ 
curity  is  there  againft  it,  infomuch  that 
hardly  by  any  other  Means  can  it  enter. 

V  _ 

A  Turgefcency  of  bad  Humours  greatly 
facilitates  the  Plague’s  AdmilHon  into  any 
Perfon,  whether  fuch  a  morbid  Conliitution 
ariles  from  the  Suppreflion  of  ufual  Eva¬ 
cuations,  or  from  an  erroneous  Ufe  of  the 
\ 

hson-naturals  *,  and  moft  of  all,  a  Load  of 
bad  Humours  from  an  Excefs  or  a  Surfeit, 
leaves  fo  great  a  Similitude  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifon,  as  greatly  to  encourage  its 
Adiriillion.  But  befides  thefe  Difpofitions 
of  the  Subject,  it  is  much  to  the  Pur  pole 
to  fuggell:  this  following  Obfervation,  that 
the  Plague  is  fometimes  fo  much  heredi¬ 
tary,  and  influenced  by  a  feminal  Taint, 
that  in  a  common  Contagion  it  fhali  much 

^  Jr 

exert  it  felf  in  fome  in  the  lame  Manner 
upon  Children,  as  their  Parents,  as  in  the 
Small~Fox\  and  other  Affeflions  of  like  Na- 
ture. 

F OV  RT H LTj  It  is  neceflary  that  there 
flroud  be  a  continual  Lodgment  of  the 
jeflilentlal  Poifqii*  for  if  the  noxious  Steams 

i  :  '  /T  ■g-.-.r  ;  /I  *  a  ■  '  *  r 
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were  blown  away  as  foon  as  received,  there 
.would  be  but  little  Milcliief  done  ^  but 
thofe  which  meet  with  any  glutinous  Mat- 
ter,  and  a  certain  Lent  or  from  the  Vilcidity* 
of  the  Humours,  with  which  they  lie  en¬ 
tangled,  until  they  are  carried  through 
the  larger  Veifels  with  the  Blood,  be¬ 
gin  to  fufe  and  taint  all  the  animal 
juices*,  and  thus  the  pefciferous  Miafmata 
having  got  Poifeilion,  are  able  to  fubvert 
the  whole  Machine,  and  bring  all  into 
Confufion,  without  requiring  any  long  Stay 
to  execute  their  pernicious  Effects  ^  for 
as  foon  as  they  once  find  a  vifcid  and 
tenacious  Subfiance,  they  eagerly  join  with 
it,  and  are  but  with  great  Difficulty  to 
be  extricated.  Yet  notwithhandiug  it  is 
generally  thus,  I  have  fometimes  found 
Inftances  of  a  longer  Stay  of  the  peffH 
lential  Poifon  before  its  Exertion,  where 
the  Symptoms  of  Infection  have  not  ap¬ 
peared  until  a  fit  Time  of  Maturity  for 
Eruption  into  AStion,  and  for  the  Confir¬ 
mation  of  which  feveral  Injftances  miuht 
be  produced  were  it  controverted  *  1  have 

known  many  go  into  the  Country  after 
Intercourfes  with  the  inferred,  and  keep 
well  for  a  Month  or  two,  when  the  Ene¬ 
my  that  has  lay  hid  fo  long,  rufned  out 

of 
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.of  its  Faftneffes,  and  by  its  Fury  fufE* 
ciently  compenfated  its  foregoing  Delays- 
and  this  Eruption  fooner  might  very  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  hundred,  partly  by  the 
Vifcofity  of  the  Humours  entangling  the 
peftilential  Miafmata ,  and  partly  from  an 
over-powerful  balfamick  Quality,  natural  to 
a  good  Blood,  and  to  a  Plenty  and  Vigour 
of  animal  Spirit  *  but  as  I  would  not 
be  tedious  upon  Things  fo  very  obvious? 
this  ihall  fuffice  concerning  a  Contagion. 

BESIDES  the  Caufes  already  recited^, 
there  may  be  others  alfo  worth  Confidera- 
tion,  viz,,  the  eating  corrupted,  or  rotten 
Flefh  •,  and  it  is  not  at  all  foreign  to  our 
Purpofe  here  to  take  Notice,  that  on  the 
Year  before  the  late  peftilential  Sicknefs, 
there  was  a  great  Mortality  amongfi  the 
Cartel,  from  a  very  wet  Autumn,  whereby 
their  Carcafes  were  fold  amongfi  the  ordi¬ 
nary  People  at  a  very  mean  Price  *,  and  a 
great  deal  of  putrid  Humours  in  all-like¬ 
lihood  produced  from  thence :  And  this, 
in  the  Opinion  of  many,  was  the  Source  of 
pur  laft  Calamities ;  and  many  knowing 
Perfons  afcribe  the  Peftilence  to  this  Ori¬ 
gin,  as  the  morbid  Difpofition  which  fuch 
a  Feeding  niuft  needs  fubjeft  the  People, 

coyld 
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could  not  but  facilitate  both  the  Infe&ioa 
and  Progrefs  of  that  fatal  Deft  toy  er. 


T  O  this  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  the. 
common  People,  who  fed  upon  fuch  a  Diet 
even  to  Gluttony,  might  treafure  up  Mat¬ 
ter  enough  for  fo  deadly  an  Impreftlon, 
and  with  which  the  Plague  might  naturally 
enough  go  into  a  Co-operation  ^  but  iiich 
Provision,  although  very  much  corrupt,  and 
liable  thereby  to  excite  Symptoms  like  to. 
thole  in  a  Peftilence  *,  yet  they  were  not 
in  Plenty  enough  to  fupply  the  whole 
Market  ^  and  therefore  a  Caufe  fo  private, 
and  particular,  could  not  be  fuppofed  tq 
extend  to  fo  uni verfal  an  EfFe£h 


HENCE  it  is  further  manifeft,  that 
a  corrupt  Diet  can  do  no  more  in  giving  a 
peftilential  Impreili.cn,  than  a  good  one  can 
in  removing  it  \  and  therefore,  not  to  dwell 
too  long  upon  this  Matter,  it  is  my  Opi¬ 
nion  that  fuch  a  Way  of  Living  may  raile 
the  Humours  to  a  Degree  of  Putrefaftion, 
as  brings  Fevers  very  malignant,  and  caufes, 
epidemical  Pifeafes,  but  not  a  true  Pefti- 
lence. 

•  v  t  «  v;  * 
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AND  the  Conjecture  that  a  Sickneft 
amongfi:  Cattle  is  transferable  to  the  humane 
Species,  hath  not  yet  appeared  on  any 
good  Foundation*  but  to  remove  this 
Difficulty,  no  one  doubts  but  that  a 
Plague  amongft  Cattle,  from  fome  com¬ 
mon  Caufe,  as  a  Corruption  of  the  aerial 
Nitre,  and  which  differs  from  a  Plague 
among#  Men  but  in  Degree,  may  alio 
be  transmitted  to  the  humane  Species  7 
that  is,  a  feebler  Degree  of  Poilbn,  and 
a  milder  Aura,  may  taint  the  Herbage, 
than  that  which  is  Sufficient  to  dehroy 
the  firmer  Gonftitution  of  Animals ;  befides 
which,  from  the  Diverfity  in  the  Pores  of 
Brutes,  and  their  different  Conhitutions, 
and  the  Fortitude  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Man, 
I  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Peftilence  among#  Cattle  from  a  private 
Caufe,  can  ever  obtain  any  Dominion  over 
Mankind.  Thefe  Stories  therefore  have  no 

i 

Weight  with  me,  that  a  certain  Leech, 
upon  opening  an  Horfe,  that  with  a  great 
many  others  had  died  pf  fome  common 
Di  Item  per,  in  Order  to  know  what  it  was, 
and  finding  certain  peftilential  Tokens  upon 
his  Inwards,  both  the  Maher  and  the  Fa-?, 

t,  *  * 

rnily  foon  died  of  the  Infection  •  which 

yet 
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yet  went  no  further  than  that  Family ,  bud 
expired  with  them* 

DURING  the  late  Plague  I  ike  wife  at 
London ,  a  Citizen  travelling  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  found  his  Horfe  of  a  fudden  to  tire 
and  fall  down,  whereupon  he  opened  his 
Mouth  to  find  out  if  poifible  the  Caufe  of 
fo  fudden  a  Change  -7  when  the  good  Man, 
upon  Receipt  of  the  Horfe’s  Breath  upon 
him,  immediately  grew  fick,  and  died  in 
two  Days  Time. 

BUT  thefe  and  the  like  Inffances  cer¬ 
tainly  tend  to  prove  no  more  than  that 
there  may  be  Conftitutions  and  malignant 
Steams,  which,  by  agitating  the  Mafs  of 
Humours,  may  excite  putrid  and  irregular 
Orgafms,  wherein  the  Juices  and  Animal 
Fluids,  according  to  the  Quantity  and  Pre¬ 
valency  of  the  Diflemperature,  and  the 
Variety  of  the  infufed  Taint,  with  the 
Diverfity  of  Putrefa£lion,  goes  into  Corru¬ 
ption  ^  but  the  forementioned  Tranfplan- 
tation  of  the  Plague  does  not  happen  but 
where  there  is  a  fuitable  Predifpofition  of 
Humours  to  admit  it,  as  its  Caufe  is  not 
genera L 
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MOREOVER,  although  the  Inteni- 
perature  of  the  Year,  fudden  Change  of 
Air,  Supprelhon  of  ufual  Evacuation,  Di¬ 
minution  of  Perfpiration,  Drunkennefs,  Ve- 
nery,  and  Paiiioiis  of  the  Mind,  efpecially 
Anger  and  Fear,  are  juftly  reckoned  a- 
mongft  the  remote  Caufes  of  a  Peftilence ; 
yet  they  regard  rather  the  Invafion  of  i t 
than  its  Origin  ^  but  of  this  we  ihall  fay 
more  hereafter.  As  to  the  abovementioned 
Faffions,  it  is  almoft  incredible  how  fome* 
at  the  Height  of  the  Infe£Hon,  would  from 
a  very  flight  Caufe  kindle  into  the  utmoft 
Rage,  and  rave  at  one  another  like  meer 
Scolds,  until  Death  parted  their  Conten¬ 
tions. 

/ 

NOR  does  Fear  or  Sorrow  Iefs  prepare 
the  Way  for  the  Infection,  by  deadning 
the  Fancy  and  Memory,  by  Suffocating  the 
Spirits,  Supprefling  the  natural  Heat, 
breaking  the  Conftitiition,  and  Promoting 
Malignity  :  We  have  manifold  Pittances  of 
this  kind  in  Readinefs }  but  if,  as  fome  do, 
\ve  fhould  be  prolix  in  the  Enumeration 
of  Things  that  want  not  Proof,  the  Reader 
tvould  be  quite  tired  with  needlefs  Stories; 
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BUT  now  it  may  be  convenient  to  add 
a  few  Remarks  concerning  the  Traniiation 
of  a  Peftilence  from  an  hot  Country  to  a 
cold  one  *,  for  according  to  the  different 
Etfe&s  of  Heat  and  Cold,  the  one  atte¬ 
nuating  and  rarefying,  the  other  condeniing 
and  conhipating,  the  pehilential  Venom  is 
Hrangely  altered,  infomuch  that  in  a  Thing 
lb  obvious,  there  does  not  require  much  to 
be  faid :  Every  Thing  of  this  kind  pro- 
digioufly  fpreads  in  hot  Climates,  as  being 
more  fubtile-  than  even  the  Air  itffelf; 
tho’  the  fame  in  the  Northern  Countries 
is  more  retrained,  and  confined  in  Fait* 
nelfes  it  cannot  efcape  from  ^  and  from  hence 
the  Reafon  is  very  obvious  why  there  is  fb 
much  Difference  between  the  Difeafes  of 
different  Climates^  which  would  be  too 
tedious  for  us  here  to  go  into* 

T  O  come  nearer  therefore  to  our  Bufi- 
nefs ;  the  fame  Affeftions  that  in  an  hot 
Country  heat  the  Blood  and  other  Juices, 
fo  as  in  a  great  Meafure  to  put  them  into 
Fufion,  when  tranflated  into  the  contrary 
Extream  may  give  contrary  Properties  to 
the  fame  Fluids,  and  e  contra  j  and  this 
might  be  demonfl rated  by  innumerable 

Expe>- 


/>4  Of  the  Caufe  (if  a  Teflilence , 

■  .1  *3 

Experiments*  were  there  any  Doubt  about 
itk  a 

* 

I T  being  then  granted,  that  this  Plague 
fir  ft  was  brought  from  Africa ,  or  ABa,  to 
Holland ,  and  from  thence  into  Britain ,  every 
one  may  eafiiy  conje&ure,  how  much  Al¬ 
teration  it  muff  undergo  in  Inch  a  Travel, 
from  a  hot  and  dry  Climate  into  a  moiff 
and  cold  one,  not  fo  much  in  its  own  Na¬ 
ture,  as  from  the  Vehicle  of  Air  which 
conveyed  it,  and  thereby  producing  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  Infection,  arid  Series  of 
Symptoms:  But  this  Variation  would  be 
mold  difcernable  in  the  Complication  of 
the  pefdilential  Seminium ,  with  the  particu¬ 
lar  Difeafes  of  each  Country,  and  thofe 
which  are  as  it  were  peculiar  to  them  : 
This  in  our  Cafe  is  very  well  worth  No- 
tree,  for  in  Holland ,  where  the  Scurvy  ex- 
treamly  reigns,  and  therefore,  for  Reafons 
before  given,  moff  liable  to  a  peftilential 
Infe&ion,  it  obtained  only  as  a  more  ag¬ 
gravated  Scurvy,  as  fliall  hereafter  be  fur¬ 
ther  remarked. 

A  S  for  that  Opinion  of  the  famous 
Kircher ,  about  animated  Worms,  I  muff 
coufefs  I  never  could  come  at  any  fuch 
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Bifcovery  with  the  Help  of  the  beft  Glaffes^ 
nor  ever  Found  the  fame  difcovered  by  any 
other  *9  but  perhaps  in  our  cloudy  Ifland 
we  are  not  fo  fharp-fighted  as  in  the  le- 
rene  Air  of  Italy ,  and  with  Submiiiion  to 
lb  great  a  Name,  it  feems  to  me  very 
difconlbnant  to  Rea  Ion,  that  Rich  a  pefti- 

I  «  2  T  ,  J  •!  >  •  f 

lential  Seminiumy  which  is  both  of  a  nitrous 

sgst 

and  poifonous  Nature,  fhould  produce  % 
living  Creature* 

A  S  in  putrid  Fevers,  lo  in  a  PefiilenceJ 
Malignity  is  a  Deftroyer  of  Infe&s,  and 
frightens  them  away  as  it  were  alive,  la 
far  is  it  from  giving  Birth  to  them •  in* 
deed  in  Ibirie  malignant  Ulcers  and  Can* 
cers,  and  in  the  Blood  of  feme  People,' 
Ibmetimes  animalciila  are  found  ^  which  is 
rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  Effefl:  of 
fbme  Fault  in  the  nutritious  Juice,  than 
the  Produce  of  any  Poifdn  •  arid  therefore 
^  they  are  not  to  be  accounted  amongR  th«S 
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SECTION  III. 

©f  the  -primary  Seat  of  a  Peflilence  ;  where  f 
by  the  Way,  is  confdered  the  Nature  of 
the  Spirits ,  and  their  Infection  in  an 
humane  Body  from  Poifon* 

IN  Order  to  put  an  End  to  tlie  Con- 
troverfies  about  the  Seat  of  a  Peftilence, 
which  have  from  Antiquity  even  to  this 
Day  been  warmly  maintained,  many  Au¬ 
thors  putting  the  Heart  for  the  Principle 
©f  Life  and  Death,  fome  the  Brain,  and 
others  the  Stomach,  Lungs,  or  Liver :  It 
will  be  neceffary  here  to  difcover  the  im¬ 
mediate  Rehdence  of  the  peftilential  Semi* 
mum •  Since  therefore  the  above-mentioned 
Aura,  according  to  Hypothecs,  is  very 
fubtile  and  fpirituous,  for  that  Reafon  there 
muff  neceffarily  be  fome  conformable  Pro¬ 
perty  in  the  Matter  which  is  fit  to  receive 
it  •  as  therefore  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
humane  Machine  any  SubjeCt  more  appo- 
£te,  and  capable  of  its  Union,  than  the  ani¬ 
mal  Spirits,  we  muff  fix  its  Refidence  there. 
But  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  what  Objections 
this  Opinion  lies  open  to,  with  fome  Per- 
fbns,  who  may  nop  conceive  how  an  im¬ 
mediate 


Of  the  primary  Seat ,  8cc.  6y 

tnediate  Infeftion  of  the  Spirits  is  commu¬ 
nicable  to  the  Vifcera,  and  all  Parts  of 

the  Body,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  go  thro3, 

\ 

this  Matter  in  a  very  particlar  Manner,  by 
enquiring  j 

FIRST,  What  are  the  Spirits  concern* 
ing  which  we  arb  here  fpeaking? 

SECONDLY,  What  is  that  Difpofitioii 
bf  Spirits  which  makes  them  fit  to  receive 
the  peftilential  Imprefllon  ?  And, 

THIRDLY \  After  what  Manner  the 
vitiated  Spirits  can  affeCfc  the  whole  Body 
ivith  Diforders? 

T  O  this  Piirpofe  we  muft  know,  that 
the  Spirits  are  the  mofi:  thin  and  fub*> 
tile  Particles  of  the  Aliment  and  other 
Juices,  railed  to  the  utmoh  Perfection  and 
‘Volatility  by  the  innate  Heat,  and  the 
nitro-aerial  Spirit,  to  ferve  in  the  Opera-' 
tions  of  the  Mind,  and  all  the  Purpofes  of 
the  animal  O  Economy. 

THE  Matter  whence  the  Spirits  &re 
generated  is  the  Chyle,  and  their  Reftau* 
tat  ion,  Confirmation,  and  Vigour^  froth  th£ 
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Recruits  of  Food,  as  is  their  Languor,  Pro-* 
ftration,  and  utter  Extinction  from  the 
Want  of  it ,  fo  that  howfbever  they  were 
firft  generated  in  the  original,  they  owe 
their  Confervation  and  Vitality  to  the  Nou- 
rifhment  continually  brought  in;  and  al¬ 
though  in  a  State  of  perfect  Health  they 
are  never  changed  by  that,  yet  they  con¬ 
tinually  <a£t  upon  that  after  various  Ways, 
bringing  it  from  a  crude,  recremeuticious 
State,  into  a  noble  juice,  or  rich  fpiritual 
Balfam,  retaining  its  ideal  Character  t  And 
hence  it  comes  about,  that  although  there 
is  a  daily  Wafte  of  Spirits,  there  is  no 
Want,  becaufe  Nature  is  continually,  while 
Things  are  in  Health,  making  more }  im- 
fomuch  that  after  a  due  Conftitution  of 
Spirits  is  obtained,  they  of  themfelves  are 
the  main  Efficients  in  making  more,  as  one 
Light  is  kindled  by  another,  and  as  the 
Blood  it  felf  is  the  chief  Inftrument  in 
Sanguification,  or  making  more  Blood. 

IT  is  a  Matter  indeed  of  much  more 
Difficulty  to  determine,  how  Particles  from 
a  grofs  Origin,  iliould  be  railed  to  fb  great 

Volatility  and  Finenefs  ;  but  this  is  very 
certain,  that  when  they  are  elaborated  in 

the  mod:  perfect  Manner,  they  exceed  even 
<  .  the 
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the  Light  and  A&ivity  of  the  Sun-Beams  j 
and  the  brighter  and  more  adive  they  are, 
the  better  do  they  perform  their  Offices 

Iin  the  O Economy,  as  from  their  Efficiency 
is  procured  a  State  of  Health  and  Vigour 
both  in  Body  and  Mind. 

IT  is  of  no  great  Moment  to  enquire, 
j  what  Quantity  °f  Spirit  is  neceffary  for 
the  Confervation  and  Support  of  an  humane 
Body,  £3  that  we  do  but  know  they  par- 
:  take  of  the  Source  from  whence  they  are 
generated,  infomuch  that  they  are  more 
or  lefs  perfect,  according  to  the  greater  or 
leifer  Degree  of  Purity  in  their  productive 
[  Juices. 

H  1 


B  U  T  I  muft  here  acknowledge  my  felf 
diffident  in  that  Opinion  of  the  Spirits  be- 

Iing  prepared  of  a  different  Nature  for  par¬ 
ticular  Parts,  for  according  to  the  Influen¬ 
ces  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Contiguity,  Redi¬ 
tu  de,  or  Confent  of  the  Veffels,  they  are 
by  a  voluntary  Ad  determined  the  lame 
into  this  or  that  Limb  or  Part:  Which 
is  manifelt  enough  in  the  Prick  of  a  Needle, 
or  a  venomous  Bite,  from  the  great  Afflu- 
i  ence  of  Spirits  to  that  Part  *,  I  have  there* 
fore  no  ^qtign  of  a  continued  Emanation 


/ 


yo  Of  the  primary  Seat 

of  Spirits,  but  that  on  fuch  Occafions  they 
are  called,  by  the  Senfation  upon  the  af« 
fefted  Part,  from  the  nervous  Origin  where 
they  are  elaborated. 

SECOND  It  fometimes  happens 
that  the  Spirits  degenerate  from  their  native 
Purity,  as  alfo  at  others  that  they  prove 
abortive,  in  not  arriving  to  their  utmoft 
Maturity,  whereby  they  lie  more  open  to 
foreign  Imprelhons  of  Diftemperature, 

BUT  when  the  Juices,  or  common 
Promptuary  from  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated,  is  not  uniform,  genuine,  and  per¬ 
fect  in  kind,  it  is  impoUible  that  Spirits 
ihouid  be  made  from  it  in  any  tolerably 
Perfection  j  for  one  may  as  well  pretend 
to  walh  a  Brick,  or  draw  clear  Water  from 
a  foul  Spring,  as  expe£t  pure  and  natural 
Spirits  from  a  corrupt  and  vitiated  Chyle  \ 
although^  even  when  the  Chyle  is  in  right 
Order,  there  may  various  Errors  happen 
in  the  Generation  of  Spirits,  as  from  too 
great  an  Heat  agitating  the  Blood  in  a 
preternatural  Manner,  or  from  an  imperfeCt 
or  unequal  Separation  of  Particles,  or  from 
too  much  Cold  caufing  an  Intermixture  of 
Crudities ;r  and  again,  although  the  Spirits. 

*  *  '  3.  v 

are 
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-are  duly  elaborated,  yet  they  may  tun  int# 
irregular  Motions,  and  be  the  Occaiion  of 
many  Diforders :  But  what  is  moft  to  the 
Purpofe,  they  may  fometimes  alfo  receive 
a  Taint  from  external  Impreifions. 
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AND  this  Aptitude,  or  Propenfity  of 
the  Spirits  to  receive  a  peftilential  Taint, 
is  manifeft  from  their  fiery,  or  rather  faline 
Nature,  for  on  Account  of  that  Subtilty 
which  they  acquire  thereby,  do  they  more 
naturally  attraft  the  contagious  Aura>  than 
Bodies  more  grofs  and  heavy :  For  as 
thefe  Spirits,  as  before  obferved,  are  nitrous, 
and  inflammable,  by  their  Similitude  to  a 
peftilential  Aura ,  they  not  only  are  fitted 
to  rece:ve,  but  even  attraft  it,  and  pro** 
voice  it  into  Union  ;  as  the  Snuff  of  a  €ai> 
die  juft  blown  out,  if  it  is  not  too  far  off, 
will  by  an  Affinity  of  Qualities  be  fbora 
rekindled  by  another  lighted  one  at  fome 
Diftance;  and  hew  much  foever  the  poL» 
Ibnous  Qualities  of  the  peftilential  JZffiiwia 
may  be  deftruftive  of  the  animal  Spirits, 
yet  there  is  nothing  more  certain, 
that  their  Taint  is  very  eafily 
upon  them. 
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AFTER  the  peftilential  Poifon  Is  thus 
received  by  the  Spirits,  it  is  impoflible  to 
exprefs  the  fatal  Confequences,  and  the 
eruel  Havock  that  is  made  in  the  whole 
O Economy  ;  for  the  fame  Inftruments  which 
before  were  aery,  lucid,  and  like  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun,  immediately  become  vapid,  dark, 
and  uielefs,  neither  able  to  invigorate  the 
Conftitution,  nor  defend  it  againft  the 
Contagion. 

THIRDLY,  Having  briefly  pafled  over 
thefe  Matters,  it  remains  that  we  fliew  by 
what  Steps  the  humane  Frame  comes  to 
be  difordered  by  this  peftilential  Invaflon  * 
and  in  Order  to  this,  I  know  not  a  more 
fatal  Circumftance  in  Nature  than  to  have 
the  very  Guards  and  tutelary  Prefervers  of 
Life,  turn,  as  it  were,  Deferters  and  Be- 
trayers.  For  there  is  nothing  more  mani- 
feft,  than  that  the  whole  Compage,  and 
its  feveral  Parts,  run  into  Decay  as  foori 
as  the  peftilential  Taint  takes  Place  ^  for 
immediately  upon  the  flrft  Seizure,  the 

*!■  '  •'  V 

whole  Effort  of  Nature,  as  at  Rome  when 
Hannibal  was  at  their  Gates,  is  recollefted 
againft  the  Enemy,  as  fenflble  that  all  is 
it  Stake,  but  being  unequal  to  the  Confli£t, 

they 
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they  retreat,  and  are  taken  Prifoners,  leav¬ 
ing  the  whole  Body  defenceleis.  Hence 
the  Infedion  runs  through  all  the  Bloody 
whereby  the  Heart  and  Liangs  are  princi¬ 
pal  Sufferers.  Hence  fuch  a  Corruption  of 
the  nutritive  Fluids,  that  the  whole  ner¬ 
vous  SyAem  is  diflurbed,  the  burning  Heat 
of  the  Fancreas  produces  the  moA  extream 
Sicknefs,  and  hence  follows  fuch  a  Depra¬ 
vation  of  the  whole  Machine,  that  all  the 
vital  Faculties  ceafe  to  ad,  and  Death 
elofes  the  fatal  Scene*, 

•  •  .  -t  " 

BUT  I  do  not  at  all  lee  how  fiich  a 

i 

noble  Part  as  the  Heart,  fliould  be  firft 

affeded  by  any  particular  fpecifick  Quality 

in  the  Poifon  of  a  Plague,  to  alfed  that 

more  than  any  other }  as  if  it  was  fo  fpight- 
* 

fuL  as  fome  would  have  it,  to  attack  the 
Principles  of  Life  at  once  ;  for  the  Heart 
feems  at  firffc  to  he  affeQed  chiefly  from 
the  Multiplicity  of  Velfels,  and  the  great 
Crowd  of  Circulation  that  Way,  giving 
Opportunity  for  the  Venom  fooner  to  arrive 
thither  ^  concerning  which  we  fliall  have 
Qccafion  to  fay  more  under  that  Head  of 
Symptoms. 
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UPON  the  firong,  preemptive  Proofs 
therefore  that  the  pefiilential  Poifon  chiefly 
refides  in  the  Spirits,  we  cannot  but  much 
admire  at  the  Weaknefs  of  thofe,  who  ex- 
to  deteft  its  Nature  and  Caufe  from 
what  they  can  find  on  the  DiiTeftion  of 
morbid  Bodies,  and  fuch  like  Circumfiances : 
For  a  very  noted  Perform  and  one  of  ex- 
quifite  Skill  in  Anatomy,  although  he  him- 
felf  at  lafi:  fell  in  the  general  Calamity, 
affirmed,  that  the  Seat  of  the  laft  Peftilence 
was  in  the  extream  Angles  of  the  Tlextu 
CbtrroidcSy  towards  the  Cerebellum,  becaufe  he 
had  found  a  fmall  Vcficle  there;  others 
have  obferved  the  Lungs  to  have  been 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  Infection ;  o- 
diers  report  the  Heart  to  have  been  tume¬ 
fied,  and  burnt  as  it  were,  to  a  Coal ; 
whereas  it  is  plain,  that  thefe  Parts  are 
only  fo  many  Fields  of  Battle,  where  the 
Spirits  and  the  Infe£Hon  contend  it  with 
each  other  ;  Nor  will  any  one,  who  rightly 
confide rs  thefe  Things,  wonder,  that  fuch. 
'Marks  of  Devaluation  ihould  every  where 
be  left  by  fo  cruel  an  Enemy* 

THEREFORE,  although  it  Ihould 
bt  granted  that  the  naoft  obvious  and  open 

Tokens 
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Tokens  of  a  Peftilence  are  from  a  fpiritua| 

r 

and  an  invifible  Caule,  and  whofe  Elfefts 
may  perhaps  fometimes  be  laid  open  to 
Sight,  yet  I  have  no  Intention  to  difcourage 
anatomical  DifiHHons  as  a  neediefs  Trouble, 
for  by  fuch  Light,  Medicine  is  recovered 
from  the  Reproach  of  Conje&ure  *,  but 
when  Bodies  are  opened  which  have  been 
deftroyed  by  fuch  fubtile  Agents  as  here  fpoke 
of,  there  is  no  Confidence  to  be  given 
from  thence  to  the  Nature  of  the  Difeale  ^ 
and  thofe  who  have  been  moft  knowing  in 
the  Nature,  Ufe,  and  Diforders  of  the 
Spirits,  very  well  can  direft  how  to  re- 
cover  thofe  Diforders,  and  avoid  future 
Inconveniencies  by  immediate  Application 
thereunto. 


AND  Laftly,  to  conclude  this  Doftrine 
concerning  the  Spirits  Infeftion,  this  irre¬ 
fragable  Argument  may  be  produced  from 
.  £he  Intention  of  Cure  *  for  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced  by  more  than  a  thoufand  Inftances, 
that  the  more  cardiack  and  alexipharmick 
Medicines  are  fubtile  and  fpirituous,  the, 
more  certainly  do  they  encounter  the  pe~ 
flilential  Foifon  with  Succefs "  whereas^ 
pn  the  contrary,  thofe  Medicines  which  are. 

coarler 
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eoarfer  and  flower  of  Exertion,  do  little 
or  no  Good.  But  this  we  refer  to  the 
curative  Part  hereafter  in  another  Seftiom 

>  SECTION  IV, 

* 

Of  the  Complication  of  a  Peflilence  with 
other  Diftempers ,  and  particularly  with 
the  Scurvy . 

AS  the  Peflilence  is  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  other  Difiempers,  fo  it  alio 
claims  a  particular  Privilege  of  joining  with 
all  others  j  fo  that  it  does  not  more  ex¬ 
cel  in  its  own  Contrariety  and  Antipa¬ 
thy  to  Nature,  than  it  aiferts  a  Preroga¬ 
tive  over  all  thofe  various  Evils  which  the 
humane  Frame  is  fiibje&ed  to,  and  draws 
them  into  its  Afliftance  in  exercifing  its 
cruel  Power  over  Mankind. 

T  H I  S  AiTertion  might  be  fiipported 
by  a  Multitude  of  Infiances,  if  it  were 
not  for  taking  up  too  much  of  the  Rea¬ 
der’s  Time  for  which  Reafon  we  fhall  on¬ 
ly  take  Notice,  that  amongfi  all  thofe  Di* 
ftempers  which  are  thus  inclined  to  join 
their  Forces  with  this  mofi  powerful  Ene- ,  ; 
my,  feme  feem  to  have  a  more  particu¬ 
lar 
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jar  Fitnefs  for  fuch  a  Union,  from  a  com-* 
in  on  Affinity  in  the  Nature  of  their  In— 
f  eft  ion,  and  the  Energy  of  their  Poiforn 

ONE  of  the  FirE  of  this  ClaTs  is  the 
venereal  Dileafe,  with  which  the  pedllem* 
tial  Venom  does  in  a  very  familiar  Manner 
unite  it  felf.  At  the  fird  breaking  out 
indeed  of  the  lad  Sicknefs  it  was  given  out 
by  common  Fame,  that  thole  who  were  pre~ 
vioully  infefted  with  any  foul  Dldemper, 
as  the  Pox  in  particular,  would  be  fecured 
thereby  againd  the  pedilential  Taint;  but 
wicked  and  impious  was  the  Confequence 
of  fuch  a  Suggedion ;  for  many  were 
hereby  encouraged  to  feek  the  mod  lafei- 
vious  and  filthy  Proditutions,  on  purpoie 
to  be  fecur’d  by  one  previous  Infeftion  againd 
another :  But  befides  the  poifonous  Qua¬ 
lity  peculiar  to  this  nady  Difeafe,  befides 
that  Expence  of  Spirit  in  the  procuring 
it,  and  befides  a  lod  Force  of  the  Con* 
ditution  thereby,  the  greated  Aggravation 
to  this  Misfortune  was,  that  the  very  Taint 
which  was  to  defend  againd  another,  had 
it  in  its  Nature  to  be  more  forcibly  at- 
trafted  by  it ;  lb  that  the  rafh  Adventurer 
was  foou  brought  to  a  bitter  Repentance 
for  his  Experiment,  by  finking  immediately 

under 
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under  the  peftilential  Contagion  at  its  firft 
Stroke  and  it  was  common  to  find,  by  a 
very  eafy  Tranfition,  the  venereal  Buboes 
changed  into  peftilential  Carbuncles,  except 
in  a  few  Inftances  where  Nature  found  out 
an  uncommon  Artifice  againft  thele  united 
Powers,  by  endeavouring  an  Eje&ment  of 
their  joint  Malignities  by  Salivation,  where¬ 
by  fometimes  the  Patient  was  brought 
into  Pome  Chance  for  his  Life,  both  the 
Poifons  being  in  a  great  Meafure  daft  off 
together  that  ways, 

BUT  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  admoniih  the  young  Phyficians  not  td 
be  too  forward  Imitators  of  Nature  in  fuch 
a  Circumftance,  unlefs  they  will  run  the 
fame  Hazard  with  a  certain  Erfrpirick, 
who  crouded  his  Powders  upon  the  Sick 
that  raifed  an  untimely  lpitting,  and 
brought  a  great  many  into  a  dangerous 
Condition,  which  by  a  regular  Praftice 
might  have  been,  tho’  with  Difficulty, 
laved. 

Yet  to  fet  this  whole  Affait  in  a 
clear  Light,  there  is  great  Reafon  to 
lufpetl  that  in  many  Cafes  Mercury  had 
for  feme  time  remained  in  the  Body,  which, 

like 
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tike  a  Snake  in  the  Grafs,  being  raifed  by 
the  Peftiiential  Infellion,  flew  up  into  a; 
Salivation^  for  the  febrile  Heat,  affifted 
with  Medicines  alfo  of  an  hot  Nature,  throw 
up  the  Mercury,  which  had  long  lain 
quiet,  like  a  Sublimation  j  which  ihould 
be  a  Caution,  not  only  to  young  Phyfici- 
ans,  but  thole  of  more  Handing  in  Practice, 
not  to  be  fo  buily  with  mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  Children  as  well  as  grown  Per- 
fons,  as  they  are  too  much  apt  to  be  ‘7 
leaft  befldes  the  Inconveniencies  already 
*  mentioned  they  caufe  malignant  Ulcers, 

^  and  Rotennefs  upon  the  Bones,  as  it  is  too 
1  commonly  obferved  to  be  done  in  irregular 
Practice,  to  the  irreparable  Detriment  of 

;  the  Patients* 

■ 

1  am  not  however  ignorant  that  fome- 
times  the  Peflilential  Venom  may  tumife 
|  the  falival  Glands  without  any  other  A£ 
i  fiftance,  and  occaflon  Ulcers  in  the  Mouth 
as  with  Mercury  *,  for  it  is  a  common  Cafe 
in  many  malignant  Fevers* 

BUT  it  is  fo  clear  a  Matter  that  the 
ij  Peftiiential  and  venereal  Poyfons  may  inti- 
f  mately  join  together  by  their  Affinity 
with  one  another,  to  the  great  Detriment 
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of  Mankind,  as  to  want  no  further  Proofs 
to  confirm  it  *  nor  does  their  Opinion  at 
all  obviate  ours,  who  place  the  venereal 
Poyion  in  Humidity,  and  that  of  a  Pefii- 
lence  in  Drynefs,  as  long  as  the  Symptoms 
and  Affeftions  of  both  difcover  one  com¬ 
mon  Principle,  that  is,  fomewhat  faline  • 
but  yet  if  this  ihould  not  be  granted, 
they  are  naturally  enough  joined  together 
by  their  known  Malignity  and  Deftru&iori 
to  human  Nature. 


BUT  the  Affinity  between  a  Pefiilence 
and  a  Scurvy  is  not  a  flight,  and  a  flip- 
pofititious  Cdnje&ure,  but  ffrengthened  and 
confirmed  by  a  plain  Union  between  them, 
whereby  they  attack  like  confederate  Troops  ° 
and  both  confefs  the  fame  Origin,  viz.. 
a  faline  Principle  *,  as  is  moft  remarkably 
obvious  in  their  eager  Coalition,  whether 
we  confider  the  forementioned  Tranfplanta- 
tion  of  the  like  Plague  from  "Turly  to  HoT 
hindj  where  their  Alliance  was  firft  formed  • 
Or  whether  we  refleft  upon  them  both 
as  Diftempers  equally  epidemical,  which 
when  joined  make  fuch  cruel  Havock 
among  the  human  Species  ;  as  neighbouring’ 
Flames  catch  together  from  a  like  Af-' 
fxnity  of  Parts*  and  burn  with  united  Fury* 

FOR 


of  a  Tefiiknce,  8cc.  81 


.•a 


,  FOR  although  there  is  a  great  Diffe- 

„  *  JL  «  *  '■>. 

rence  in  Saits  of  different  Kinds,  yet  there 


is  a  common  Property  amongft  them  all, 
that  when  joined  together  they  cannot 
hardly  by  any  Means  poftlbly  be  afterwards 

*  /  *  »  *  n  -v 

feparated,  for  which  Reafon  when  thefe 
;  two  Enemies  of  Mankind  were  joined,  the 
:  complicated  Evil  was  at  firft  cuftomarily 
diftinguifhed  by  the  cutlandijli  Scurvy^  which 
:  by  a  confederate  Power  had  increafed  its 
'  Malignity  to  fo  great  a  Degree.  But  to 

I  give  fome  apparent  Faffs,  which  irrefraga- 
bly  prove  the  natural  Union  between  thefe 

1  >  ’  .  i  -  ■  •  ?  ■  :  ■  •’  1  , 

r  two  Origins  of  Mifchief,  it  may  be  proper 
)  to  recite  feme  Symptoms  common  to  them 
j  both,  and  firft  of  all  thofe  Spots  which  were 


1  their  certain  CharaSterifticks. 


THE  Spots  of  thofe  in  the  Plague  were 
fometimes  fo  numerous,  as  to  cover  all  the 
Body,  of  which  we  fhall  fay  more  here- 
1  after*,  and  if  we  confider  the  Appearances 

i  and  Conditions  of  the  Spots  in  both,  we 

;■  ‘  •  ,  '  .  u  • 

j  fhall  find  -a  very  great  Agreement;  the 
peftilential  Spots  fometimes  break  out  broad,, 

at  other  Times  more  contrasted,  juft  in 

!n  -  ^  o  > 

the  fame  Manner  as  it  happens  in  a  Scurvy  ^ 
and  as  to  their  Duration,  fometimes  they 

Q  Mr#' 
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are  longer  out  than  at  others  in  both  j 
now  alfb  fuddenly  appear,  and  then  again 
as  fuddenly  turn  in,  and  fometimes  remain 
out  for  two  or  three  Days  together ;  and 
their  Likenefs  in  all  Refpe&s  is  frequently 
fo  great,  that  amongft  the  ignorant  Nurfes 
and  Empiricks,  fometimes  the  fatal  Tokens 
of  a  PefHlence  have  been  miftaken  only 
for  Scurvy  Spots :  As  to  their  Colour  in 
a  Plague,  as  weM  as  in  a  Scurvy,  they  are 
Fometimes  florid,  refembling  freih  Flea- 
Bites,  and  at  others  dusky  and  livid  ;  and  I 
met  with  them  in  a  certain  Youth  refembling 
Violet  Flowers  painted  all  over  the  Body  • 
and  in  feme  1  have  feen  them  almofl:  quite 
black,  which  are  with  great  Difficulty  to 
be  difiinguiflied  from  the  true  pefiilentia! 
Tokens. 

THERE  are  other  Symptoms  allb 
that  denote  the  Agreement  herein,  fuch  as 
large  Stools,  of  a  faline  and  fetid  Nature, 
and- which  are  with  great  Difficulty  re¬ 
trained  by  the  moft  powerful  Medicines 
but  if  fuch  a  Flux  continues,  it  threatens 
irretrievable  Injuries,  as  Corrofion,  Inflam¬ 
mation,  and  fometimes  even  Sphacelati  on  of 
the  Bowels,  with  intolerable  Gripings,  and 
fometimes  Lofs  of  Blood :  Furthermore, 

the 
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the  Agreement  that  there  is  between  the 
Ulcers  and  Tumours  of  both  evidently  de« 
monftrate  the  Affinity  of  both  their  Ori¬ 
gins,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear  in 
that  Part  about  the  Cure. 


THE  Peftiltnce  likewife  fhews  its  Affi¬ 
nity  with  the  Scurvy,  by  leaving  behind  it 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  even  where  a  Perfon 
was  not  given  to  it  in  the  leaft  before } 
and  it  is  not  indeed  at  all  ftrange,  that 
after  fuch  Diforders,  and  Corruption  of  the 
animal  Juices,  and  fuch  an  Exhalation  or 
Suffocation  of  fubtiie  and  fpirituous  Par¬ 
ticles,  an  Habit  ihould  be  confirmed,  that 
tan  be  removed  but  by  the  moft  generous 
Remedies^  and  the  moft  powerful  Anti- 
fcorbu  ticks. 


I T  remains  now  briefly  to  enquire, 
whether  a  Peftilence  coming  upon  another 
Difeafe,  in  any  Inftances  proves  of  Service* 
and  this  I  ftiall  difpatch  in  two  Hiftories 
of  Cafes,  one  in  a  COnfumptiOn,  and  the 
other  in  the  Km  Evil. 

A  Girl  of  fifteen  Years  Of  Age  was  fo 
emaciated,  that  ffie  had  left  little  befides 
Skin  and  Bones,  and  taking  no  Kourifhment 

Q  %  fot 
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for  14  Days  together,  Ihe  was  given  over 
as  gone,  but  being  called  to  the  lame  Houle, 
to  lee  her  Mother,  and  two  others  who  had 
the  Infeflion,  and  recovered,  the  fame  Di- 
ftemper  leized  that  Creature  almoft  half-dead 
before,  whom  alfo  I  then  attended;  but 
fhe  who  juft  before  lay  as  expiring,  feemed 
animated  by  the  feverifh  Heat, .  began  to 
move  her  Limbs,  and  with  the  Help  of 
Akxipharmick  Medicines,  although  before 
fpeechlefs,  began  to  complain  of  painful 
Swellings  about  her ;  but  thofe  Buboes, 
which  I  fuppole  would  otherwile  have 
broke  out,  for  Want  of  Matter  to  raife 
them,  were  dihipated  by  Tranfpiration ;  fo 
that  hie  recovered,  and  in  about  two  Weeks 
alfo  manifeftly  loft  her  former  Diftemper^ 
and  gathered  Flelh  and  Strength. 

ANOTHER  Maid  of  about  1 6  Years 
of  Age  had  been  fo  fcrophulous  from  her 
Childhood,  as  to  have  many  indurated 
Glands  remain  after  all  poftible  Means  had 
been  ufed  to  dihlpate  them.  She  at  laft 
was  leized  with  the  Contagion,  and  pefti- 
lential  Buboes  role  upon  the  ftrumous 
Glands,  which  fuppurated,  and  let  out  a 
great  Quantity  of  Filth ;  and  upon  her  Re¬ 
covery 
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covery  from  thence,  her  former  Diftemper 
was  quite  loft. 


SOME  gouty  Perfons  likewife,  and  others 
accuftomed  to  very  obftinate  Complaints, 
were,  by  a  lucky  Conjunction  with  this  In¬ 
fection,  quite  reftored  :  and  indeed  moil  who 
were  rightly  managed  in  the  Plague,  and 
I  perfectly  recovered  of  it,  were  after- 

I  wards,  in  many  RefpeCts,  better  in  their 
Health  than  before }  fo  that  this  terrible 
Enemy,  as  it  was  commonly  fatal,  fo  it  alfo 
fbmetimes  proved  a  Remedy,  And  thus 
much  for  the  Complication  of  the  Pefti- 
f  lence  with  other  Diftempers.  We  ihall  now 
ii  proceed  to  its  Symptoms. 


SECTION  V. 


Of  the  manifest  Signs  of  the  late  P  eft  Hence* 


IT  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  Defign  here, 
to  enumerate  all  the  Appearances  that 
belong  to  a  peftilential  Conftitution,  be«f 
oaufe  a  great  deal  may  be  alcribed  tQ 
Phantafie  and  Conjecture,  as  the  Influence 
of  Comets,  and  the  Conjunctions  of  Planets, 
with  others  of  like  Nature :  For  what 
ftrange  Notions  have  been  broached  con- 


Q  3  periling 

'•if' 


86  Of  the  manifefl  Signs 
cermng  this  Contagion,  which  was  import? 
ed  to  us  from  Abroad?  Are  the  Tails  of 
Comets  always  armed  with  peftilential 
Arrows?  Or  is  the  Air  the  more  impure 
and  unhealthful  ?  Had  we  any  Famine  be¬ 
fore  the  laft  Sicknefs?  Or  had  we  por- 
tentious  Swarms  of  Infe&s  like  Clouds  over 
us?  No,  juft  the  contrary,  as  we  before 
obferved }  all  Things  from  Nature  were 
promifing  and  ierene,  and  this  Deftroyer 
invaded  us  on  a  fudden  from  ftrange  Coun¬ 
tries  •  it  is  therefore  of  more  Advantage 
to  our  Deftgn  here,  to  take  all  its  conco¬ 
mitant  Signs  from  its  manifeft  Eife&s. 

AND  indeed  there  are  not  many  pe-* 
culiar  to  a  peftilential  Fever,  as  that  is 
chiefly  a  Colle&ion,  or  an  Epitome  of  all 
other  Fevers  together,  which  in  fuch  a 
Confederacy  are  not  therefore  without  a 
tedious  Work  to  be  enumerated  in  all  their 
.  Alfe£Uons  ^  I  fhall  therefore  fatisfte  my 
felf  with  defcribing  fuch  only  which  are 

X  ft 

moft  obvious  to  common  Obfervation,  and 
are  met  with  in  moft  infefted  Perfbns: 
And  thefe  for  Method  Sake  I  fhali  diftri- 

byte  into  two  Cialfes* 
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FIRST,  The  manifeft  Signs  of  Infe£Hon< 


S ECO N D  LT,  The  Appearances  after 
infeftion. 
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BUT  hereunto  I  think  it  neceffary  to 
premife,  that  a  Peftilence  puts  on  feme- 
i  times  one,  and  at  others  another  Appear- 
3  Since ,  and  Sometimes  even  contrary  ones, 
according  to  the  ConfHtution  or  Age  of 
the  Patient,  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  preient 
or  preceding  Diftempers,  a  faulty  Way  of 
Living,  and  the  different  Means  Commu¬ 
nication,  both  with  Refpefl  to  Virulence 
and  Degree. 

THE  Symptoms  of  the  fir  ft  Oafs  are 
Horror,  Vom  t:ng,  Delirium,  Dizzinefs, 
Head-ach,  and  Stupefaflion. 

‘  ,  .  -*>.  Jt  -V  •  \  / 
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OF  the  fecond,  a  Fever,  Watching,  Pah 

pitation  of  the  Heart,  Bleeding  at  Nofe, 

and  a  great  Heat  about  the  Precordia. 

THE  Signs  more  peculiar  to  a  Pefth 

fence,  are  thofe  Puftules  which  the  com- 

? 

11  mon  People  call  Bfaws. ,  Buboes,  Carbuncles, 

G  4  Spots, 
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Spots,  and  thofe  Marks  called  Tokens  *,  of  alj 
which,  diftinftly.  i  I  .  . 

I  do  not  know  indeecf.  throughout:  the 
whole  Compafs  of  Nature,  (as  before  it 
hath  been  frequently  hinted)  any  Thing  fo 
iiibtile  as  the  pefHlential  Poifon,  and  what 
will .  penetrate  the  Body  with  fo  much 
§wiftnefs  and  Secrecy,  iniomuch  that  it1  is 
not  perceived  fometimes  till  long  after  its 
Entrance  *  what  therefore  is  commonly 
faid  of  its  fenhble  Attack,  and  that  the 
inferred  feel  its  firh  Inhilt  as  from  a  hid¬ 
den  Blow,  is  more  the  EffeO:  of  a  deluded 
Imagination  and  ConjeOrure,  than  any  iolid 
Judgment  ^  as  the  Populace  are  apt  enough 
to  frame  hrange  Conceits  out  of  their  own 
Heads,  and  what  hath  long  obtained  among# 
them  is  very  difficult  to  Grace* 

•  r  '  *  r 
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WHEN  therefore  fuch  a  kind  of  Peo¬ 
ple  hath  received  the  Notion,  as  was  com¬ 
mon  in  the  late  Sieknefs,  concerning  the 
forementioned  Manner  of  Infection,  it  is 
no  great  Wonder  that  others  likewife  in 
general  go  into  the  Error,  and  take  it  for 
granted  that  this  unmerciful  Deftroyer  makes 
its  Seizure  in  this  violent  Way,  ^nd  there¬ 
from  wait  for.  it  is  for  a  hidden  Stroke. 

I  n9  *  •  *f  :  ;  v 
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ALTHOUGH  I  am  not  infenfible, 
that  feme  may;  have  thus  perceived  its 
firft  Impreffion,  upon  taking  in  ungrateful 
and  filthy  Smells  \  for  the  peftilential  Se- 
minium ,  (as  before  obferved)  when  it  incor¬ 
porates  with  other  Bodies  that  are  grols, 
fat,  and  vilcid,  may  ftrike  the  Organs  of 
Senfation  very  manifeftly  at  its  firft  En¬ 
trance.  ; 

AFTER  the  peftilential  Mlafmata.  have 
thus  feized  a  Perfon,  and  the  Spirits  are 
overcome,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  and 
Other  animal  Juices,  partake  of  the  Difor- 
der^  from  whence  proceed  Struggles  not 
to  be  born,  and  a  Train  of  Symptoms,  of 
which  quaking  or  fhuddering  is  the  chlef^ 
all  of  a  fudden,  without  any  manifeft  Caule. 

THIS  Symptoms  owes  its  Origin  to 
the  Conflict  of  Nature  with  the  infuled  Ma¬ 
lignity,  whole  Efforts  of  Refiftance  excite 
Senfe  of  Gold  from  the  peftilential  Scmini- 
um  •  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Nitre  put  upon 
the  Tongue  excites  the  fame  Senfation  •  it 
is  alfo  to  be  fufpe&ed  that  this  Rigor 
|nay  be  owing  to  a  Quality  in  the  poy lo- 
nous  Effluvia  of  extinguishing  the  native 

Heat : 
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Heat :  And  the  Spafmodick  AffeCHons  of 
the  Nerves  proceed  from  lalt,  lharp,  ma- 
Jignant,  and  heterogeneous  Particles  ru filing 
into  the  fenfible  Fibres,  and  vellicating  them 
into  involuntary  Motions  and  Twitchings. 

THE  greatefl  Part  indeed  of  the  Infect¬ 
ed  perceived  this  Horror, -but  fome  of  them 
gnore  vehemently  than  others }  but  of  the 
immediate  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  there 
is  no  Room  to  doubt,  nor  of  a  confequent 
Degeneration  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Bloody 
although  I  am  fenfible  that  the  Subtilty  of 
the  peftilential  Taint  took  Place  feoner  or 
later,  according  to  the  different  Degrees  of 
Strength  and  Texture  in  the  Body  to  refill:  it, 

'  ..  ^  r  .  .  -s 

•  •  ■  -  ■  >  1  \\  ,  >  *  •  •  j  .  ■  ) 

I T  is  certain  that  the  fine  and  exquifit^ 
Contexture  of  the  nervous  Syfeem,  and  the 
Agreement  and  Confent  of  one  Part  with 
another,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  Per¬ 
fection  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  let  as  Guards 
over  fuch  fenfible  Parts,  could  not  but  be 
affeCted  with  the  Apprehenfions  of  Mife 
chief,  and  fhake  and  tremble,  and  ufe  their 
Efforts  to  throw  off  the  Danger ;  and  in¬ 
deed  1  take  it  further  t6  be  probable,  that 
the  peftilential  Poifon  might  be  Ihook  by 
facli  Means  out  of  the  Nerves  into  the. 

i  .  \ 

Mufcles, 
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Mufcles,  and  there  caufe  Tendon,  Trem* 
bling,  Ve  Hie  at  ion,  Yawning,  Stretching,  and 
all  thofe  other  Concomitants  of  putrid  and 
malignant  Fevers,, 

THE  Duration  alfo  of  this  Shuddering 
was  as  uncertain  as  its  Degree,  for  it  went 
off  fometimes  fooner,  and  at  others  later 
fbmetimes  in  half  an  Hour,  and  at  others, 
not  till  four  or  five  Hours-,  which  Differ 
rence  I  conje&ure  owing  to  the  Quantity 
and  Intenfenefs  of  the  Malignity,  as  to 
the  greater  or  leffer  Struggles  of  Nature  to 
reiift  it, 

A  S  foon  as  this  Horror  could  be  faid 
to  terminate,  for  the  moff  commonly  a 
JSIaufeoufhefs  and  Reaching  fucceeded,  from 

whence  there  was  fuch  an  excefilve  Loath- 

*• 

ing  of  Food,  that  even  the  Mention  of  iN 
was  irkfome  \  a  certain  and  infallible  Sign 
of  Seizure. 

* 

BESIDES  the  Naufeoufnefs  and  Loathe 
ing,  fome  were  followed  by  grievous  Vo-* 
mitings,  occafioned  by  the  poilonous  Quality 
of  the  Pefiilence  irritating  and  fubverting  the 
Stomach  *,  for  that,  by  Means  of  its  nervous 
Coats,  being  endowed  with  an  exquifite  Senfe, 

eu- 
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endeavours  to  throw  off  any  Thing  offen- 


five  and  corrofive  with  the  utmoft  Efforts, 
and  prevent  the  faline,  pehilentiai  Venom, 
if  poflibk,  from  taking  Place*,  infomuch 
that  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that 
the  Stomach,  by  this  fine  Contrivance  of 
Nature,  is  ready  alfo  to  throw  off  any 
either  Thing  difagreeable  to  it,  as  well  as 
the  Poifon  we  are  here  (peaking  of. 


SOME  endure  hereby  liich  a  vehement 
and  continued  Irritation,  that  cannot  be 
aifwaged  by  any  Remedies,  how  often  fo~ 
ever  repeated,  and  lometimes  the  Reaching 

continues  after  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 

/  u 

is  too  far  fpent  to  throw  any  Thing  up, 
whereby  the  Symptoms  aggravate,  and  the 
peftilential  Venom  takes  deeper  Root  in  the 
Conftitution. 


^  > 

AFTER  the  principal  Load  of  Hu¬ 
mours  at  the  Stomach  are  thrown  up,  a 
very  frothy  Bile,  fermenting  like  Yefi,  fol¬ 
lows,  that  in  its  Colour  is  greenifh,  and 
fometimes  fb  fetid,  that  a  Perfon  cannot 
endure  the  Room  without  holding  his 
Nofe,  inch  is  the  prodigious  Putrefaftion 
and  Malignity  in  fome  of  thefe  Cafes. 

PUT 


of  the  late  <P efUlence .  p| 

*  v  * 

BUT  where  the  Ufe  of  Medicines,  ei¬ 
ther  wife  effeflual  to  hop  the  moil  obfti- 
nate  Vomiting,  proves  ineffe&ual,  and  there 
follows  a  great  Thirft  and  Heat,  it  gives 
hrong  Sufpicion  of  Carbuncles  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  immediate  Death,  fo  that  the 
infe&ed  as  it  were  vomit  up  their  Souls, 
which  (if  we  believe  Hdmoni)  have  their 
Reiidence  there  ^  but  this  will  be  farther 
fpoke  of  in  the  Prognofticks. 

BUT  before  I  proceed  any  further,  the 
Health,  of  my  Country,  and  the  Concern  of 
Poherity,  oblige  me  to  take  Notice  of  the 
pernicious  Practice  of  Empiricks  of  all 
Orders,  with  whom  it  was  a  Cuhom  to  give 
Emeticks •,  for  certainly  many  were  deftroy- 
ed  by  this  Practice,  the  convuliive  Reachlngs 
to  vomit  being  carried  beyond  a  Poilibility 
to  bear  it.  And  truly  the  beft  Delibera¬ 
tion  and  Thought  I  was  able  to  take  in 
‘luch  Exigencies,  where  I  ’happened  to  be 
called,  was  but  of  little  Effefl,  and  after 
Adminiilration  of  the  befi  Medicines  that 
the  Rules  of  Phyhck  could  invent.  Things 
generally  grew  worfe  ^  which  made  it  ap¬ 
pear  as  impoflible  to  recline  a  rafti  and 
fatal  Error  in  the  Conduct  of  a  violent 

Bifeaie, 
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Difeafe,  as  in  the  Management  of  a  military 
Engagement  ^  but  of  this  we  fhall  have 
Occafon  to  fay  more  hereafter* 

YET  to  fatisfie  any  inquifitive  Perfon 
how  this  primary  Affe&ion  of  the  Stomach 
does  arife,  and  through  what  PafTages  the 
peftilential  Poifon  makes  its  Entrance,  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  nothing  is  more 
plain  than  that  the  peflilential  MUfmata 
not  only  enter  at  the  larger  PafTages,  but 
alfo  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  even 
to  the  whole  nervous  Syftem,  from  whence 
they  are  communicated  to  all  other  Parts  * 
for  this  is  peculiar  to  the  Nerves,  that 
they  not  only  convey  the  firft  Impreffion 
to  the  Stomach  by  its  general  Confent 
with  all  Parts,  but  alfo  when  that  is  after 
any  Manner  whatfoevet  aifeTed,  they  com¬ 
municate  it  to  the  whole  Frame,  as  in  the 
taking  a  Vomit* 

SOMETIMES  the  peftilential  Aura 
is  mixed  with  the  Food,  and  fwallowed 
therewith,  which  after  fome  Delay  in  th© 
Stomach  being  digefled  and  diffolved,  lets 
out  the  imprifoned  Venom  to  vellicate  the 
Fibres  into  Reachings  and  convulfive  Mo* 
tions  :  And  to  put  this  altogether  out  of 

Difpute, 
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Dlfpute,  I  have  often  obferved  Perfons  i iri«* 
mediately  to  fall  fiek  from  a  State  of  per- 
fed  Health  after  eating,  and  to  throw  up 
their  Food,  in  other  RefpeCbs  good  and 
who  Home,  as  feme  what  corrupted  and 
poifonous. 

VOMITING  alfo  may  be  promoted  by 
Scents,  as  well  thofe  which  are  fetid,  as 
fuch  as  are  contrary,  by  fome  particular 
Antipathy  to  the  Nature  and  Conftitution 
of  the  Patient  \  and  this  I  conjecture  hap¬ 
pens  from  the  Harmony  and  Confent  of 
the  Organs  of  Smelling  with  the  Coats  of 
the  Stomach,  infomuch  that  the  Stomach 
immediately  perceives  any  Thing  that  un^ 
gratefully  terikes  the  Nofe,and  rifes  up  againft 
it.  In  the  mean  Time  I  would  however 
tranfiently  make  this  one  Remark,  that  as 
in  many  Cafes  the  Adminiftration  of  Eme* 
ticks  was  pernicious,  whether  or  no  Eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  firft  PutrefaCHon  at  Stomachy 

j  * 

might  not  be  much  better  encouraged  up- 
wards  by  Scents-,  as,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Reachings  at  Stomach  are  fometimes  allay¬ 
ed  by  like  Pvleans,  as  by  the  Smell  of  Vi¬ 
negar,  &c.  I  do  confete,  that  this  is  a 
Praftice  I  cannot  atteft  the  Succefs  of  by 
I  *  •  Ex- 

I 
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Experience,  yet  it  is  not.  unworthy  a  ra¬ 
tional  Phyflciaii  to  atteippt  it. 

ALL  the  Sick  likewife  quickly  after 
Seizure  grew  delirious,  running  wildly  a- 
bout  the  Streets,  if  they  were  not  con- 
lined  by  Force  ^  when  fome  tired  with 
Rarrlblingj  on  Increafe  of  the  Diffemper, 
would  fall  down,  ignorant  of  their  Condi- 

,  i  i  »  ■ 

tion,  or  where  they  were  j  and  lafHy,  to 
repeat  what  hath  been  already  remarked, 
that  lad  Calamity  feemed  to  have  com- 

> 

plicated  in  its  Production  every  Thing  of 
a  poiibnous  and  a  deftroying  Nature. 

i  -t 

.  MANY  were  feized  with  a  Vertigo , 
which,  without  any  Motion  of  external  Ob¬ 
jects,  made  them  believe  their  Heads  to 
turn  round :  Without  doubt  the  Brain 
grievoufiy  fulfered  from  the  peftilential 
Taint,  not  only  becaufe  the  Spirits  uled 

4 

to  be  clouded,-  but  that  all  Things  were 
done  as  if  in  Sleep,  which  might  arile 
from  the  inflammatory,  cauftick,  and 
narcotick  Nature  of  the  Venom,  and  the 
Texture  and  Confent  of  the  Velfels  with 
the  various  Difpofitions  of  the  Fluids.  This 
Vertiginous  Difpoiition  alfo  in  my  Opinion  • 


v 

!  of  the  late  Peftilence.  97 

might  fometimes  arife  from  the  inordinate 
and  anomolous  Motions  of  the  Spirits* 

A  great  many  likewife  mtich  complain¬ 
ed  of  the  Head-ach,  which  was  fo  vehe¬ 
ment,  as  if  the  Parts  would  have  flown 
»  a  funder }  a  Complaint  the  mold  intolera- 
:  ble  of  all,  becaufe  it  continued  without 
any  Remiifion  or  Intervals  •  the  Enemy  ne¬ 
ver  retreating  of  it  felf,  and  only  to  be 
vanquifhed  by  the  Efforts  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  appofite  Medicines*  Indeed 
nothing  Was  more  plain,  than  that  the 

IAlaiingcs  we're  Simulated  by  the  faline  Sp¬ 
ed  a  of  the  Contagion  •  and  from  the  In- 
I  flammation  of  the  Brain,  and  its  Sphacela- 
i  tion  in  thole  who  died,  there  is  a  flrong 
J  Sufpicion  that  this  crdel,  fhooting  Pain  con* 
j  tinned  to  the  lafL 

I N  this  Clafs  of  Symptoms^  Stupefaftidn 
I  is  alfo  to  be  ranked  becaufe  from  the 
l  Moment  of  Seizure  many  were  taken  with 
i  a  Coma,  and  dept  as  if  they  were  dozed 
|  with  an  Opiate  *  many  in  the  m'ddle  of 
\  their  Employ,  with  their  Friends  in  Con- 
1  variation,  or  other  .Engagements,  ( as  was- 
before  taken  notice  of)  would  hidden! y, 

H  with- 
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without  any  r  Reluctance,  fall  into  profound^ 
and  often  deadly  Sleeps. 

% 

BUT  by  what  Means  this  Venom  does 
exert  its  narcotick  Qualities,  is  not  with 
me  fo  ready  to  be  accounted  for }  that  is 
to  fay,  whether  it  be  from  its  original 
Seminium?  Or  from  Its  affinity  and  Complin- 
cation  with  the  Scurvy  ?  Or  from  its  pre-^ 
dominant  Malignity,  and  Antipathy  ?  Or 
from  an  Obftru£tion  of  Circulation,  or 
Coagulation,  or  Extraval’ation  of  Blood  ? 
Or  laflly,  from  fome  particular  Impreffion 
made  upon  the  Origin  of  the  Kerves  ? 
For  this  is  a  Difficulty  relerved  for 
another  Hippocrates.  In  the  mean  while  it 
is  by  all  confelfed,  that  by  fuch  Stupefa¬ 
ction  or  Sleeping,  the  peflilentiai  Venom 
becomes  not  only  more  deeply  rooted,  but 
alfo  more  cruelly  affects  the  nervous  Syftem, 
and  greatly  weakens  it. 

THE  firf  and  moft  confiderable  Sym¬ 
ptom  of  the  lecond  Clafs,  is  a  Fever,  which 
(  as  was  before  faid  )  was  a  conftant  Attend 
dant  upon  the  laft  Pefiilence  *,  although  in¬ 
deed  the  Infeftion  feemed  to  kill  fome 

i 

before  the  Blood  and  other  juices  could 
rife  into  Fermentation }  wherefore  it  may 

be 
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i>e  taken  for  granted,  that  moft  Peribns 
were  accompanied  with  a  Fever.  But  this 
Fever  indeed  was  in  fome  very  low  and 
Concealed,  though  in  others  it  appeared 
openly  j  and  he  muft  be  but  little  ac¬ 
quainted  in  phyfical  Pra&ice^  who  hath 
not  frequently  oblerved,  that  in  malignant 
Fevers  their  Beginnings  are  hardly  difcern- 
able,  being  accompanied  with  no  Heat,  no 
Inequality  of  Pulfe,  and  no  Thirft,  although 
fecretly  indicated  by  fome  other  lurking 


Symptoms  *,  and  the  Manner  in  which  fuch 
Patients  expire^  demonftrates,  that  they 
could  not  be  altogether  free  of  a  Fever* 
There  are  many  Circumftances  indeed  which 
make  it  thus  difficult  in  the  Acceffion  to 


dilcern  its  Approaches,  as  a  Want  of  Tur- 
gefcency  of  Blood  in  the  Veins  and  Arte¬ 
ries,  through  DefeT  of  Room  for  fuch 
Commotion  and  Depuration,  or  becaufe  the 
Blood  is  fo  thin,  crude$  and  degenerate, 
*  that  it  cannot  but  with  Difficulty  ferment 
and  grow  hot  •  dr  becaufe  the  peftilentiai 
Miafrtka  feem  at  their  fir  ft  Infinuation  fo 
friendly  to  the  Conftitution,  as  to  ftir  up 
no  remarkable  Alteration  in  the  Blood  ^  or 
from  its  cold  and  ftyptick  Quality,  re*- 
tarding  or  fiippreffing  fuch  an  Agitation. 


WHERE- 
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WHEREFORE  no  Body  fliouid  con- 
jeflrure,  that  there  is  no  Fever  at  alla 
where  its  manifeir  Symptoms  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  appear  j  but  it  moft  commonly 
happened  other  wife  during  the  late  Con¬ 
tagion,  for  that  difcovered  Signs  apparent 
enough  of  its  Prefence,  fuch  as  extream  In¬ 
quietude,  a  moft  intenfe  Pleat  outwardly, 
attended  with  unquenchable  Thirft  within, 
Drynefs,  Blacknefs  of  the  Tongue,  intole¬ 
rable  Heat  of  the  Prxcordia,  and  all  other 
ufuaP  Concomitants  of  a  Fever’s  AcceffiPn. 

A  S  to  the  Fever’s  Exacerbations  and 
Remiifions,  it  appeared  by  conftaht  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  fometimes  they  were  erratick 
and  changeable,  and  at  others  continued, 
without  any  Intervals  •  and  it  was  alfo 
cu ftomary  to  meet  with  fome  that  wholly 
remitted  for  8,  to,  or  12  Plours.  The 
Alternations  likewiie  of  Heat  and  Cold 
were  very  various,  and  with  fome  would 
change  feveral  Times  in  one  Hour,  and 
with  others  the  Periods  would  be  at  much 
greater  DlRances*,  fo  alio  the  recurring 
Afceflxoiis  were  fometimes  milder,  and  at 
others  more  fevere.  Thole  who  with  great 
Difficulty  went  through  the  fcft  Parpxyfm, 

could 
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could  bear  the  fecond  with  Eafe,  as  being 
much  milder  *,  whereas  again  the  third  or 
fourth  Aeceilion  would  be  with  intolerable 
Vehemence  and  Fury  :  And  at  other  Times 
the  firffc  Fit  would  be  gentle,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  very  lever e  and  intenle ;  and  truly 
fuch  was  the  Uncertainty  and  Difguife  of 
this  infidious  Enemy,  that  nothing  could 

be  prognoiticated  of  its  Attacks  or  Cruelty. 

|  ’  ,4-  .  **'  * 

BUT  to  come  at  fome  tolerable  Notion 
of  the  Realbn  for  fuch  Uncertainty ,  ,  it  is 
to  be  enquired, 

FIRST,  What  Caufe  can  be  alligned 
for  fuch  an  uncertain  Return  of  the  Pa~ 
roxyfms  ?  And, 

• 

f  _  t  . 

SECONDLY,  What  Reafon  can  be 
given  for  the  unequal  Exacerbations  when 
the  Fits  do  recur  ? 

I.  -  <  * 

’  '  ,  •  t  i  t’  ‘  n  r-  » 

i  -k 

CAN  any  one  doubt  what  Tumults  and 
Diforders  may  be  excited  in  the  Blood, 
and  other  animal  Juices,  by  that  laline 
Semlnlum  of  a  Peftilence,  which  we  have 
already  defcribed?  The  Uncertainty  then 
of  fuch  Diforders  mull  regard  either  the 

I 

morbifick  Venom,  or  the  Nature  and  Mo¬ 
ll  3  tioq 
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tion  of  the  Fluids  upon  which  it  operates ; 

* 

The  morbiEck  Venom,  in  Proportion  to  its 
Energy,  and  Difagreement  in  Figure,  irri¬ 
tates  Nature,  always  ready  in  her  own  Pre- 
lervation  to  expel  the  Enemy  •,  but  when 
her  Exertions  are  flow,  or  imperfeft,  or 
quite  languid,  fuch  a  Depuration  is  not 
obtained}  but  upon  a  RemiEion  of  the 

v  ,  i  -  ^ . 

Conflift,  there  is  Space  given  for  interval  5 

.  <  i  ■ 

and  this  indeed  happens,  when  the  Nature 
and  peculiar  Figures  of  the  noxious  Parti¬ 
cles  are  fuch,  as  may  in  the  firft:  Struggle 
be  broke  and  fubdued,  but  after  fome  Truce 
infmuates  its  Virulence  further  into  the 
Habit,  and  imprints  upon  every  Part  the 
true  Charade  rifticks  of  a  fatal  Peftilenceo 

f  i  :"  l  .  f.  "•••  •  •  ;  -  '  ‘  -  .  }  ■  '  ,  .  /  •  ..  ,  f  - 

0 

B  U  T  to  fubdue  and  throw  out  the 
Enemy,  the  Spirits  are  at  continual  Strife, 
■although  their  Efforts  are  not  always  fuc~ 
cefsful }  to  difpatch  this  Matter  therefore 
in  one  Word,  as  the  ABimulation  and  per- 
fe£l  Mixture  of  the  heterogeneous  Parti¬ 
cles  procures  a  Motion  regular  and  coi}- 

;  1  .  ]  ,  •  r  ,  •  *  •  i 

formal)  le  to  the  Blood,  lo  from  an  Inequa¬ 
lity  and  difproportionate  Mixture,  arifes 
an  irregular  Circulation  and  Fermentation, 
fo  that  the  Reafon  for  that  Uncertainty  in 
thefe  Fevers,  and  their  irregular  Returns 

and 
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and  Exacerbations,  is  to  be  fought  for  in 
the  Fluids  and  their  circulating  VeiTels, 
and  not  from  any  Corruption,  or  Degree  of 
Putrefaction,  according  to  the  Opinion  of 
the  Ancients. 

AND  as  for  my  own  Part,  I  can  affirm, 
that  I  never  could  in  any  one  fingle  In- 
fiance  amongft  the  infe&ed,  find  the  leaft 
Impreflions  of  Corruption  in  the  Blood  j 
and  this  even  thofe  Empiricks,  though  un¬ 
willing  ly,confefs,  who,  to  the  vafi  Detriment 
of  the  Sick,  let  them  Blood  upon  fuch  a 
Notion  none  ot  them  having  been  ever 
able  to  dilcover  any  Signs  of  Corruption 
in  their  Blood,  which  as  confcious  of  it 
felf  blufhed  for  their  fatal  Miftake,  and  in 
this  Diftemper  commonly  appeared  more 
florid  than  at  other  T  irnes. 

THAT  the  Times  of  the  Paroxyfms 
fhould  be  uncertain,  I  take  owing  to  the 
Inability  of  the  Conftitution  to  firuggle 
with  the  peftilential  Venom  *,  for  as  every 
Fever  is  accounted  regular,  where  all  its 
Changes  are  uniform  and  diftinft,  by  Rea- 
ion  of  the  managable  and  duftile  Difpoih 
tion  of  the  morbiftck  Matter  ^  fo,  on  th§ 
contrary,  where  the  peftilential  MUiJmata 

H  4  un- 
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uncertainly  exert  themfelyes,  and  excite  ne'^t 
Cormpotions,  either  by  the  ObfHnacy  or 
Afperity  of  their  Parts  not  yielding  to  Com¬ 
minution,  there  a  Fever  returns  with  in- 
conflant  and  unexpected  Exacerbations  :  But 
to  haften  to  the  fubfequent  Symptoms. 

ALTHOUGH  fome  (as  before  faid) 

•  .  *  .  \  •-  -  i  ' 

were  buried  in  Sleep,  yet  others  buffered 
by  a  very  different  Extream,  and  kept  con¬ 
tinually  waking,  inlqmuch  that  frequent 
Repetitions  of  the  moil  efficacious  Opiates 
could  not  procure  the  leaft  Compofure  ^ 
in  which  Cafe,  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the 
Membranes  of  the  Brain  ar;e  pricked  and 
vellicated  by  poifonous  Sficula  *,  belides  which 
alfo  thole  foft,  dewy  Moihures  upon  the 
Brain,  ne  cedar  y  for  its  Relaxation  to  ileep, 
are  dilfipated  and  exhaled  by  the  burning 
Heat  of  the  Fever  •  fo  that  the  Spirits  are, 
as  it  were,  let  on  Fire,  and  Inflammations 
railed,  not  to  be  again  extinguijhed,  and 
frequently  likewife  Spfaacelations  pf.  the 
Brain.. 


BUT  the  mcE  remarkable  Symptoms  of 
this  Clals,  is  the  Palpitation  of  the  Heart, 
the  Ancients  conjeClur’d  that  Peftilential 
Aura  to  have  a  fpecifick  Contrariety  to 
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the  Nature  of  that  Organ*,  and  it  maft 
be  conferred  that  in  the  late  Sicknefs  this 
Complaint  was  very  grievous  •,  but  yet 
I  cannot  fee  how  this  Venom  ihould  more 
particularly  be  pointed  againft  the  Heart 
than  any  other  of  the  Vifcera*  unleffc  iri 
Confideration  to  the  greater  Importance  of 
its  Office  in  the  O Economy. 

As  loon  as  the  fubtile  Poifon  of  a 
Contagion  hath  infinuated  it  lelf  into  the 
.Mafs  of  Blood,  either  through  the  Pores 
pf  the  Skin,  or  other  more  open  PalTages, 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  it  imprints  upon 
it  very  malignant  Qualities,  which,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  neceffary  Laws  of  Circulation, 
muff  arrive  at  the  Heart  it  felfj  and  af¬ 
fect  it  with  Uneafmefs,  fo  that  its  Pal¬ 
pitation  is  nothing  elfe  than  its  Struggles 
to  throw  off  what  is  Offenfive  ”,  and  it  is 
no  wonder  to  me  this  happens,  becaufe 
the  Heart  is  compofed  of  fuch  a  Contex¬ 
ture  of  Fibres  ^  for  as  the  Peftilential 
Venom  hath  fomewhat  in  it  of  a  faline 
Nature,  and  what  is  iicrid,  it  very  natu¬ 
rally  {Simulates  the  nervous  Parts,  and 
gives  to  this  Organ  even  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tions  •  but  of  this  matter  every  one  hath 
leave  to  judge  for  himfelf. 


BUT 
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BUT  how  vehemently  the  Heart 
may  beat  on  this  O.ccafion,  appears  ve¬ 
ry  manifeft  from  a  remarkable  Inftance  ^ 

I  was  fent  for  to  a  Youth  of  about  four¬ 
teen  Years  of  Age,  who  had  continued 
free  of  the  Infection,  after  his  Mother 
and  the  reft  of  the  Family  had  been  vi- 
ilted  by  it,  when  all  on  a  fudden  he  was 
feized  with  fuch  a  Palpitation  at  Heart, 
That  1  and  leverai  others  could  hear  it 
at  tome  cpnfiderable  Diflance,  and  it  con¬ 
tinued  fo  to  do  till*  he  died,  which  was 
foon  after  many  Medicines  being  given 
without  any  manner  of  Succefs:  But  in 
£q  extraordinary  a  Cafe  as  this,  I  am  apt 
to  conje&ure  it  rather  owing  to  a  Pefti- 
lential  Carbuncle  feizing  the  Heart  it  felf, 
than  from  the  Vellication  and  Stimulus  only 
of  pungent  Particles  palling  through  it. 

BUT  to  go  on  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Symptoms,  Sweat  deferves  mention,  be- 
eaufe  fome times  it  breaks  out  in  fiich  Pro- 
fuhon  as  if  the  whole  Conhitution  was 
diffolved,  and  with  a  vaft  Lofs  of  Spirits 
and  Strength,  to  the  imminent  Danger 
of  the  Patient,  by  fuch  a  Diffipation  of 
Spirits,  fuch  a  Colliq  nation  of  the  Balfam 

of 
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j  pf  Life,  and  an  Extin&ion  of  the  natural 
l  Heat.  And  indeed  1  know  nothing  that 

i  •  #■->.'  *■  “  y 

r  more  powerfully  attenuates  the  Humours, 

I  *  *  r  1  •  ’ 

i  and  more  fuddenly  puts  all  the  animal 
r  Juices  into  Fufion,  fo  as  to  run  them 
I  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  as  the  pefti- 
9  lential  nitro-aereaf  Poyfon  *,  and  by  whofe 
I  colliquitive  Quality  even  the  flelhy  Parts 
t  are  diffolved  and  exhaled  in  vapour. 


J 


i 

3* 


THESE  Sweats  alfo  of  the  Infefted  are  not 

.  „  •  V-  i  t  7 

only  profufe,  but  alfo  varioufly  coloured^ 
in  fome  of  a  citron  Hue,  in  others  Pur- 
pie,  in  fome  green  or  black,  and  in  others 
like  Blood  *,  which  I  take  to  be  from  the 
various  Dilpofitions  of  the  morbifict  Ve* 
nom,  to  give  different  Tinftures  to  the 
Humours :  And  by  this  Means  fome  ex¬ 
perienced  Flurles  could  prognofticate  the 
Event  of  the  Diftemper  from  the  Colour 
of  the  Cloaths  or  Linen  tinged  with  the 
Sweat. 

j 

* 

THE  Sweat  of  fome  would  be  fo  fetid 
and  intolerable,  from  a  kind  of  Empyreu- 
matick  Difpofition,  poffibly,  of  the  Juices, 
that  no  one  could  endure  his  Nofe  with¬ 
in  the  Stench  j  fometimes  it  was  iharp, 

and  in  a  Manner  cauftick ;  and  hence  it 

v  ■.  \  '  '  7 

was 
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* 

was  eaf y  to  judge  from  what  Origin  the 
Feftilence  derived  its  Qualities,  vit.  From 
a  iliarp  and  burning  Ichor,  that  would 
even  excoriate  the  Parts,  and  fometimes 
veficate  them,  as  if  icalding  Water  had 
been  poured  upon  therm 

SOMETIMES  cold  Sweats  would 

■,  yP  ^  .a,  *■ 

break  out,  while  the  Heat  raged  inwardly, 
and  excited  unquenchable  Drought.  Some 
cotinued  in  a  Profufion  of  Sweat  until  Life 
it  felf  exhaled  with  it,  while  others  had 
iliort  Intervals  of  T nice  and  CefTation  * 
nay,  feme  at  the  lame  time  fweat  on  one 
Side,  while  the  other  was  quite  parched 

t.  -t 

with  Drynefs. 

BUT  the  Benefit  of  this  Evacuation, 
when  it  was  regular,  either  natural  or  by 
Art,  was  fo  manifeft,  that  all  the  Inferred 
that  recovered  were  fenfible  of  it,  and 
greatly  rejoyced  at  its  good  Efferis^  for 
thole  peftilential  Particles,  which  eluded  the 
Power  of  all  other  Means,  immediately 
upon  a  Sweat,  as  at  a  common  Signal 
made  tneir  Eicape  with  the  tranfpiring 
Steam ;  but  whenfbever  Diaphoreticks 
could  not  conquer  the  Coagulation,  Vifcri 
dity,  or  Obftinacy  of  the  pefHlential  Poy- 

,  UC;  fon® 
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fon,  it  always  went  very  bad^  being  com¬ 
monly  followed  by  a  Symptomatica!  Sweat, 
and  a  fatal  Separation  of  the  animal 
Fluids. 

YET  the  Energy  of  the  peflilential 
Contagion  not  only  freely  difcovered  its 
felf  in  thefe  Prefufions  among#  the  Living, 
who  (as  already  obferved)  were  diffolved 
as  in  an  Helodes  and  a  Tyfhodes ,  but  coni- 
monly  the  very  Carcafes  when  dead, 
would  weep  out,  as  it  were,  the  morbid 
Ferment,  both  through  the  cutaneous 
Pores,  and  the  common  lachrymal  Dufis 
of  the  Eyes. 

T  FI  E  R  E  is  no  Gccafion  to  fay  much 
concerning  Hemorrhages  at  ISJofe  *  this  Sym¬ 
ptom  happening  much  more  often  from 
the  Colliquative  Mature  of  the  Poifon, 
and  its  Erofion  of  the  Veflels,  than  from 
(3  a  Plethora  }  as  is  evident  more  from  the 
A  ichorous  Colour  of  the  Blood  than  its 
d  continual  Diftillation  from  thofe  Veflels. 

Were  it  not  here  that  we  Rudy  all 
y  poilible  Brevity,  many  other  S_  mptoms 
rt  might  be  enumerated  which  commonly  at- 
||  tended  this  peftilential  Fever,  as'  Float  of 
I  the 
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the  frdcordia7  Hiccup,  Gripings,  all 

which  I  at  preient  paf§  by,  and  clofe  the 
whole  with  fuch  as  are  more  peculiar  to 
it,  particularly  thofe  poifonous  Veficati- 
bus  commonly  called  Blainsi 


■  1  ■  +  •  •  *  ?  ,  *  '  i  ' 

THESE  Veiications  ufed  commonly 
to  rife  with  an  exquifite  and  fhooting  Pain, 
containing  a  ferous  Humour  or  Ichor ±  for  the 
tnoE  part  of  a  Yellowifh  or  Straw  Colour^ 
and  encompaffed  with  a  variegated  Circle* 
generally  Reddiibu 

THESE  Puftules  broke  out  in  many 
Parts  of  the  Body  *,  and  as  their  Station 
was  various,  fo  their  Number  was  alfo 
uncertain  -7  in  fome  they  were  few,  in  others 
many,  and  a  Woman  I  once  met  with 
covered  all  over  with  them  7  as  to  their 
Bignefs,  they  were  alfo  uncertain  ;  for 
fome  were  as  a  finall  Pea,  while  others 
increafed  to  the  Magnitude  of  a  Nut¬ 
meg. 


THE  included  Matter  (near  perhaps 
to  the  Nature  of  Urine)  was  altogether 
incapable  of  Suppuration,  as  it  was  ialine 
and  almoft  cauftick  *,  for  very  foon  after  its 
Eruption  it  would  corrode  its  Veficie,  and 
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burfl  out,  of  a  Colour  yellowifti,  livid,  or 
black.  Moreover,  the  furrounding  Circle 
was  not  always  of  the  fame  Appearance^ 
although  at  firft  coming  out  it  was  conti¬ 
nually  inflamed. 

BUT  this  is  highly  obfervable,  that 
fometimes  thele  Veficles  broke  out  without 
any  other  previous  Indications  of  InfefHon, 
and,  as  I  imagine,  from  the  expeditious 
Separation  of  the  peflilential  Venom,  aaid 
the  fudden  Conqueft  of  the  Diflemper  by 
a  flrong  ConAitution  :  But  whenfoever  the 
Pain  and  Heat  of  the  Part  was  fo  aggra- 
•  vated,  that  no  proper  Applications  would 
i  affwage  it,  there  was  commonly  Danger  of 
3  a  Mortification  from  fo  great  a  Contour fe 
5  of  peflilential  Particles  together  •  and  once 
1  I  remember  a  Veficle  to  change  into  a. 
3  Carbuncle,  from  the  continued  Acceffion  to 
i  it  of  frefh  morbifick  Poifon. 

W  E  come  now  in  Courief  to  fpeak  of 
it  Buboes,  which  were  hard  and  painful  Tu¬ 
rf  mours,  with  Inflammation  and  Gathering 
[•.  upon  the  Glands,  behind  the  Ears,  A  nu¬ 
ll  Pits,  or  Groin, 
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THESE  Tumors  immediately  upon 
Seizure  are  found  fo  hard,  that  they  will 
not  at  all  give  Way  to  the  Touch.  In 
fome  thefe  were  moveable,  and  in  others 
fixed  |  but  after  fome  Time  this  great  Ten* 
flon  remitted  ^  and  it  was  common  to  pro- 
gnofiicate  the  Event  of  the  Difiemper  from 
their  hidden  or  flow  Increafe,  and  from 
their  genuine  or  untoward  Suppuration,  as 
alio  from  the  Degrees  of  Virulence  in  their 
Contents. 

Y  J  '  ,  jt  b  if  4  A  - 

THE  Groans  and  unfeigned  Tears  of 
the  Sick  too  plainly  expreffed  the  Aggra¬ 
vations  of  their  Mi feries,  and  fome  feemed 
even  to  drown  their  Senfe  of  Pain  with 
their  Complainings  ^  and  this  Intenfenefs  of 
Pain  cannot  be  a  Wonder  to  any,  who  duly 
confider  either  the  Nature  of  the  peltilen- 
tial  Venom,  or  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Glands.-  I  have  already  fo  largely  dif- 
courfed  of  the  Virulence  and  corrofive  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  peftilential  Poifon,  that  no 
more  need  here  be  Paid  about  it  *,  and  who¬ 
mever  examines  the  Glands  will  hud,  that 
from  the  great  Diflention  of  the  Veffels 
in  this  Cafe,  the  Buboes  muff  chiefly  owe 
the _i  Brie  to  a  Correfpondence  between 

the 
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the  Nerves  and  Lymphaticks,  and  the 
,  Juices  tl^ey  contain* 

MANY  Perfons  of  publick  Note  have 
elegantly  given  the  Anatomy  and  Ule  of: 
the  Glands  j  it  is  therefore  fufflcient  for 
my  Purpofe  here  to  fhew,  how  from  an 
GbffruTion  of  thole  Juices,  which  flow 
through  the  larger  Nerves,  particularly  of 
the  Arms  and  Thighs,  and  their  fubfervient 
Veffels,  and  their  Impregnation  with  hete¬ 
rogeneous  and  poifonous  Particles,  Buboes 
do  arife; 

v  "  ?  ♦  ' 

I  F  any  one  makes  it  a  Doubt,  why  thefe 
Tumors  ihould  rather  come  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Places,  rather  than  on  the  paro¬ 
tide  Glands,  let  fuch  oonflder,  that  it  is 
owing  to  the  Magnitude  and  Capacity  of 

i  ? 

the  Nerves  and  Veffels  cohflituting  the 
Glands  of  thofe  Parts  •  as  alfo  that  their 
‘  different  Difpofitions  to  Suppuration  does 
proceed  from  the  fame  Gaufe* 

BUT  that  this  Affair  may  more  fully 
appear,  it  is  to  be  difcovered  from  what 
Source  that  Matter  flows,  which  degene¬ 
rates  into  Matter,  and  difcharges  from  a 
Buboe  in  fo  great  Plenty* 

i  m 
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I  N  the  Profecution  of  this  Enquiry,  it 
ihall  not  be  without  a  Colour,  at  lea  ft,  of 
Reafon,  that  I  ihall  dfffent  from  an  Opinion 
both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns,  about  the 
Blood  alone  being  immediately  changed 
into  Matter ;  for  I  rather  think  it  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  other  Juices  ;  and  this  I  ihall- 
endeavour  to'  fupport  by  the  following 
Arguments. 

.  ryr  cv  ri  f  -  -'"v  •  ;  A  r  .  r..  .  •  •  y 

*i‘  y/  i  v  ti,  i  ;  ...  •  •  •  ’  .  '  ’  ‘  4 

AND  hr  ft  of  all,  notwithstanding-  the 
Blood  which  runs  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins 
does  fometimes,  though  very  feldom,  ap¬ 
pear  whitiih  ;  it  then  happens  from  too' 
great  a  Mixture  either  of  nutritious  Juice, 
or  of  a  degenerate  Chyle,  that  will  not 
eafily  change,  and  take  its  red  Colour ; 
but  it  never  paftes  into  Matter,  becaufe  the 
neceiTary  Conditions  of  Circulation  will 
not  admit  of  fb  much  Reft  as  is  requifite 
thereunto  ;  befides,  even  the  extravafated 
Blood  will  not  eafily  undergoe  Rich  an  Al¬ 
teration:  For  when  anyVeftels,  and  chiefly 
the  Capillaries,  are  fo  obftru£ted  by  Con- 
tufions,  or  any  other  Means,  that  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts  fwell,  every  Phyfician  and 
Surgeon  too,  I  hope,  knows  that  difcutient 
Medicines  and  Cataplafms  will  reftore  the 

former 
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former  Motion  and  Fluxility  to  the  Bloody 
bale  the  Pain,  and  diflipate  the  Tumour, 

I  F  the  Blood  be  too  fluid  in  the  Arte¬ 
ries,  it  is  apt  to  occaflon  Anareuftns ,  and 
in  the  capillary  Veins  an  Ecchymofis  *  but 
nothing  is  more  commonly  obferved  in  Pra¬ 
ctice,  that  upon  a  Recovery  of  the  Blood’s 
due  Conflitution  and  Circulation,  the  ob¬ 
structed  Matter  in  ah  Ecchymofis  will  diffi- 
pate  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  or  be 
abforbed  by  the  refluent  Blood :  But  when 
the  Blood  happens  to  be  too  grumous  and 
ftagnate,  a  Fever  immediately  arifes,  unlefs 
it  be  prevented  by  Evacuation  *  and  in  fuch 
a  Diforder  every  one  knows  that  there  is 
moll  Danger  of  a  Schirm ,  dr  a  Mortification. 

.  •  .  <J  '•  ttiw  ; 

AND  as  it  hath  been  already  ohferved 
that  Blood  could  not  be  drawn  from  the 
infeCted  by  Phlebotomy,  without  Lofs  of 
Strength,  if  not  of  Life,  whereas  the  great¬ 
er  Quantities  of  Pus  were  obtained  by  Sup¬ 
puration  of  their  Buboes*  the  Patient  was 
fo  much  the  better  for  it;  it  feems  con- 
fonant  to  Reafon,  that  if  Pus  was  generated 
immediately  from  the  Blood,  the  Strength 
would  as  much  decay  upon  its  Lofs,  as 
upon  Phlebotomy  :  But  I  have  always  found 

l  %  ii$ 
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it,  (as  many  Times  already  oblerved)  that 
how  little  foever  the  Quantity  of  Blood 
drawn  away  was,  and  although  done  at 
federal  Times,  yet  it  proved  of  more  Pre- 

i 

judice  to  the  Patient  than  an  hundred  times 

as  much  Matter  drawn  from  a  Buboe  *  and 

that  the  whole  remaining  Mafs  was  not 

able  to  recruit  the  Lofs  fuftained  thereby. 
v  * 

*  r  *  r  > 

O  *  *  ‘  :v  i  —  "•  '  *" 

•  '•'V-  -  J-  -  -  '  *•  4  *  -  ■  '  ' 

IF  they  who  efpoule  a  contrary  Opi¬ 
nion,  Ihould  fuggeA  that  Blood  may  be 
drawn  from  a  Tumour  imperfectly  fup- 
pu  rated,  and  from  thence  conclude,  that 
its  Origin  was  from  the  Arteral  and  Venal 
Fluids  ^  it  may  be  readily  anfwered,  that 
on  opening  a  frefli  Tumour,  a  bloody  Ichor 
will  flow  out,  becaufe  in  the  Operation  fome 
Blood-Velfels  will  be  cut  j  whereas  when 
the  Tumour  is  in  Maturation,  the  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Humour  there  collected  obftrufts  the 
Blood  from  flowing  to  it  through  its  proper 
Velfels  ^  and  which  Humour,  al&ho’  in  it  lelf 
at  fxrfb  more  thin  and  crude,  yet  by  the 
Heat  of  its  neighbouring  Parts,  and  its  own 
natural  Difpofltion,  it  will  afterwards  thick¬ 
en,  and  change  into  a  white  Colour  of  a 
dan  dab  1  e  Confluence. 

f  r 
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r  .  t  ■  r  .  .  v  ■  r  \  t  p  +■ .  .  ?  '  .  , 

.  j  p  io  .c  ! *.  VI 

TH  I  R  D  LT,  To  the  foregoing  it  may  he 

added,  that  fo  far  as  the  Blood  partakes 

©f  a  {aline  Quality,  by  fo  much  the  lels 
will  it  be  difpofed  to  change  into  Matter  ^ 
for  the  fame  Reafon  that  Sea-Water  cannot 
be  boiled  into  a  Geliy  *,  for  Salt  adds  to 
the  Fluxility  of  Fluids,  and  thereby  pre¬ 
vents  I  ncr  aflat  ion,  unlefs  in  thole  Infiances 
where  they  of  themfelves  chryftallize,  by 
Means  of  an  Incapacity  of  the  Mcnftruum 
to  keep  them  in  Solution,  which  is  foreign 
to  the  Cafe  before  us. 

,  *  .  ^  '  f  f  -y 

~  f  ■  /<  •  *•  f  -  )  r* »  ;  f.;v«  X  '  •  ‘ *  :  *  »  1 '  •  " 

I,  -A  S  T  L  Y,  Nothing  is  more  known  in 
Nature,  than  that  Blood,  by  what  Means 
Ibever  extravafated,  if -it  cannot  get  back 
again  into  the  Veffels,  will,  after  feme 
Stagnation,  run  for  the  mofi  Part  into 
Grume  ^  fo  that  when  a  Fluctuation  re¬ 
quires  opening,  little  elfe  than  a  coagulated 
Blood  flows  out ;  And  if  any  one  pleafi? 
to  receive  the  Blood  from  an  opened  Vein 
mto  a  warm  Porringer,  and  afterwards  place 
it  in  a  luted  Veflel  upon  a  Sand  Heat,  as 
near  as  poflible  equal  to  that  which  is 
natural,  he  will  find  all  Labour  loft  in  enr 
deavouring  to  produce  thereby  any  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  Fhs  in  it,  either  from  its  Co- 

I  3  iour^ 
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lour,  Smell,  or  any  other  of  its  requifite 
Properties. 

WHY  then  may  we  not  conclude  with 
fome  others  of  great  Note,  that  Ttu  is  ge¬ 
nerated  immediately  from  the  nutritious 
Juice,  not  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  but 
in  other  Veilel s  •  in  which  Juice  all  the 
requifite  Properties  are  to  be  found,  as  a 
Difpofition  to  grow  thick,  without  Smell, 
white,  light,  and  of  a  fmooth  Confidence  \ 
and  I  take  it  to  be  very  probable,  that 
the  is  made  from  hence  by  the  Abid¬ 
ance  of  the  natural  Heat,  and  the  Convey¬ 
ance  of  it  by  the  forementioned  Veffels  in¬ 
to  the  Glands  whereinto  they  are  com¬ 
plicated,  and  not  by  any  Means  from  the 
Venal  Blood,  and  much  left  from  the 
Arterial. 

'  _  -  f  ^  ^  r  ,  ? 

B  U  T  lead  I  ihould  feeni  to  digrefs  too 
far  *  the  Sanies  thrown  out  by  a  Buboe  is 
very  different,  fometimes  thin  and  ichorous, 
at  others  thicker  and  more  laudable,  as  in 
Abfceffes  that  are  not  malignant ;  in 
Refpefih  oi  its  Smell,  it  is  fometimes  fo 
extreamly  fetid,  as  not  to  be  endured  by 
the  Note  •,  but  always  the  more  plentifully 
it  difcharges,  the  better  does  the  Patient 

fare 
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•fare  afterwards :  [Nature  finds  a  Vent  this 
.open  Way  to  difengage  her  ielf  from  a 
pernicious  Enemy- 

THE  Number  of  Buboes  was  uncertain, 
iometimes  one  only  appeared,  at  others, 
which  was  mofi:  commonly,  two  broke  out 
at  once  •  nay,  there  -were  met  with  Inflan- 
-ces  wherein  all  the  Glands  capable  of  it 
were  tumified.  Many  Buboes  at  a  Time 
infallibly  demonftrated  the  Aggravation^ 
•and  Difperfion  of  the  virulent  Taint  ^  and 
-on  the  contrary,  but  few  fhewed  the  Poifon 
:to  be  not  fo  prevalent,  more  contra£led? 
and  brought  to  a  narrower  Compafs  for 
Expuliion. 

The  Places,  and  Manner  of  their  Erupti¬ 
on  was  very  uncertain,  fometimes  one  would 
appear  in  the  right  Axilla ,  and  another  on 
the  contrary  Side  of  the  Groin  •  thefe  Tu¬ 
mours  would  like  wife  fometimes  laft  but 
a  Day,  and  again  infenfibly  vaniih,  that  is? 
always  when  profufe  Sweat  a  role  ^  but 
whenfoever  they  were  drawn  in  again  by 
any  Mitmanagementor  Cafualty,  they  would 
appear  and  vanifh  again  many  Times,  and 
he  very  difficult  afterwards  to  be  fixed  * 
and  fometimes  when  they  could  be  brought 

I  &  t  Q 


I  to  Of  the  manlfeft  Signs 

to  Suppuration,  and  a  plentiful ^Difcharge, 
they  would  renew  again,  as  we  fhall  here¬ 
after  have  further  Occafion  to  obferve. 

T  H  E  Parotides  borrow  their  Names  fr  om 
the  Glands  alteded,  which  grow  behind 
the  Ears  *,  but  thefe  T umours  are  not  to 
be  difHnguifhed  from  others  but  by  their 
Situation,  and  therefore  require  not  any 
particular  Defcription  here,  io  that  amongih 
many  Infhmces  I  ilia  11  give  but  one  to  dif~ 
cover  their  Nature }  In  a  certain  Youth 
there  arole  a  Parotis  on  each  Side,  behind 
the  Ears,  which  after  Suppuration  and 
Incifion,  let  out  great  Quantities  of  Pusy 
and  were  afterwards  by  a  Surgeon  healed 
up  ^  but  the  mufculous  Fiefh  was  at  this 
Time  fo  wafted^  as  to  difcover  a  Sight  as 
pleafant  as  Erange,  viz.,  the  external  jugu¬ 
lar  Veins,  with  the  Arteries  under  them, 
the  recurrent  Nerves,  the  Tendons,  the 
OEfophagus,  and  in  fliort  all  the  Veffels 
quite  bare  and  untouched  j  but  upon  the 
Patient’s  Recovery  all  filled  up.  as  before 
with  new  Fiefh. 

4  v  , 

J  J  *  "‘‘•A  t  i  f f  » 

A  Conjecture  of  Diemehrooeck  comes  here 
in  our  Way  to  examine  •  he  will  have  it 
that  Buboes  are  produced  from  an  Ebulli- 

i  ✓  ***  r  • 

tion 
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tion  of  a  laline  and  an  acid  Humour  meet7 
ing  together,,  like  a  Mixture  of  Salt  of 
Tartar  and  Spirit  of  Vitriol;  But  whence 
can  fuch  a  vaft  Coagulation  arife  ?  Indeed  1 
do  not  deny  but  that  a  Tumult  and  Buftle 
may  be  occafioned  by  the  Concourfe  of 
fuch  Principles,  as  alfo  that  from  fuch  a 
CoIluTation  fome  faline  Particles  may  be 
precipitated  *  and  it  muf  further  be  allowed, 
that  a  Part  will  inflate  and  fwell  while 
fuch  Fermentation  continues  ^  but  yet  I 
cannot  apprehend  how  Ft#  can  be  gene¬ 
rated  by  fuch  Means  ^  for  by  an  Effuflon 
of  fuch  a  Mixture  the  Serum  would  be 
more  changed  into  a  Lixivium ,  than  a  pu¬ 
rulent  Matter ;  after  the  Conflict  like  wile 
is  over,  the  Tumour  would  immediately 
fubflde  and  yanifh  }  but,  on  the  contrary. 
Buboes  daily  and  gradually  come  to  their 
Height  of  Suppuration;  But  I  ihall  not 
detain  the  Reader  on  this  Head  any  long- 
er,  but  proceed  to  a  Defer ipt ion  of  a  Car¬ 
buncle. 

A  Carbuncle  then  is  a  fmall  Eruption, 
whofe  Contents  are  foon  difeharged,  after 
which  it  appears  in  a  crufly  Tubercle  about 
the  Bignefs  of  a  Millet  Seed,  gradually 
fpreading,  and  gnepmpaffed  with  a  very  red 

and 


and  fiery  Circle ;  arifing  firfl  of  all  from 
an  ichorqus  Humour,  afterwards  with  great 
Pain  and  Heat,  from  a  lixiv  ions  ,  "*d  can- 
ftick  Poifbno 

y 

THAT  I  may  di  (patch  as  much  -as 
poffibie  in  a  few  Words,  it  now  lies  before 
me  to  defcribe  the  common  Method  of 
its  Eruption  *  in  the  Beginning  is  a  (harp 
pricking  Pain  upon  the  Part  affeHed,  which 
in  a  little  Time  grows  very  hot,  and  then 
lifts  up  the  Cuticle  into  a  Blifier,  con¬ 
taining  a  thin  Ichor  }  but  after  the  Vehicle 

is  by  rubbing  or  any  other  Accident  broke, 

/ 

and  the  contained  f  luid  by  Heat  difiipated, 
its  cauiHck  Quality  leaves  an  Efchar  behind, 
which  crufts  over,  in  feme  fooner,  and  in 

others  later;  its  En  tendon  is  various,  fome- 

♦  / 

times  more  broad,  and  at  others  more  com 
trailed  *,  nor  is  its  Colour  more  certain  *,  in 
the  greateft  Degree  of  Inflammation  it  is 
eatreamly  red,  but  for  the  moil  Part  it 
is  dusky,  very  often  livid,  and  feme  times, 
from  the  peculiar  Virulence  of  the  pefti- 
•iental  Poilon,  even  quite  black. 

B  IT  T  as  there  is  a  Quality  in  the  pe~ 
fHlential  Venom  not  yielding  even  to  an 
aflual  Cautery,  and  from  which  in  the 

Pro- 
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Production  of  Carbuncles  Efchars  are  gene- 
rated,  I  take  it  to  be  of  Coniequence  to 
know  how  fuch  a  fharp,  burning,  and  can- 
hick  Humour  comes  to  be  bred  in  an  hu¬ 
mane  Body  •  and  by  what  Contrivance  of 
^Mature  it  comes  to  be  thus  fegarated  and 
thrown  out? 

A  ND  in  an  Affair  of  this  Difficulty,  I 
expert  to  be  candidly  fet  right  by  any  one 
who  thinks  me  miftaken.  The  whole  Trib^ 
of  Difeafes  an  humane  Confiitution  is  fub- 
je£t  to,  does  undeniably  prove  that  our 
Bodies  are  capable  of  producing  many  ve¬ 
nomous  Taints,  even  equal  to  any  Thing  in 
the  Air  or  the  Earth  ^  nay,  the  Hiftories 
of  Phyfick  give  many  Infiances  of  poifonous 
Infers  and  Animals  bred  within  us  \  and 
no  one  can  be  ignorant,  that  befides  the 
Dilpofition  of  corrupted  Humours  within 

i 

us  to  generate  fuch  Creatures,  that  their 
Semina,  are  often  brought  to  us  from  with¬ 
out  :  And  this  is  very  manifeft  in  a  fri- 
vote  Peflilence,  (if  that  Term  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  me)  where,  without  any  Help  from 
external  Contagion,  not  only  a  poifonou> 
Seminium  may  be  generated,  but  Carbuncles 
alio  may  break  out ,  that  is,  from  the  pe- 
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culiar  cauftick  Quality  of  faline  Particles 

in  the  Body. 

>  • 

^  •  *  }•  ;•  /'  '  ,  *4  i  .  '  -  ‘  i.  •  ::i 

WHEREFORE  if  this  can  be  done 
in  a  private  Peftiience,  what  may  we  not 
expe£t  from,  a  PerHlence  that  is  the  Con- 
fequence  of  an  Epidemick  Caufe^  for  the 
additional  Ahihance  of  a  more  powerful 
lit  line  Principle  from  without,  cannot  but 
greatly  aHuate  the  animal  Juices,  and  in¬ 
duce  a  compound  .Malignity  abundantly 
fuihcient  for  the  Production  of  peftilen- 
tial  Carbuncles. 

7  <1 

T  H  E  more  aggravated  therefore  the 
faline  Qualities  ©f  this  foreign  faline  Prin¬ 
ciples  iliall  be,  and  in  Proportion  to  the 
Quantities  of  it  irdinuated  into  the  animal 
Fluids,  the  Carbuncles  will  break  out 
more  or  fewer,  fooner  or  later  ^  although 
as  long  as  the  peftilentiai  Poifon  hows  in 
Company  with  other  Fluids  within  the 
Veffels,  it  feems  more  mild,  becaufe  then 
diluted,  than  when  fepa rated  and  thrown 
upon  the  Skin  by  the  natural  Excretory 
Powers.  And  this  Expulfion  of  it  leems 
Kiucli  to  be  a  hi  fled  by  the  common  Ten¬ 
dency  of:  ferous  Particles  towards  the  Sur- 
and  the  Congrefs  of  nitro  -  aereal 

Particles 
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Particles  therewith  *  but  nothing  however  is1 
more  itiantfeft  than  that  when  the  pefHlentiai 
Poifon  hath  got  to  the  Surface,  it  exercifes 
its  Virulence  upon  all  the  Parts  it  touches, 
and  leaves  cruel  Marks  of  its  Triumph 
behind  •  the  fame  as  which  likewife  ob¬ 
tains  not  only  from  an  epidemick  PelH- 
lence,  but  upon  drinking  any  poifbnous 
Draughts. 

BUT  it  concerns  us  here  to  remove 

*  •  *.*»■•  /a  4. *>  ■  ' 

one  Miftake  }  For  it  is  laid  down  by 
Diemebrooeck ,  in  Oppofition  to  the  common 
Opinion,  that  a  Carbuncle  is  nothing  elfe 
but  an  a£hial  Gangrene  ;  for  if  any  Credit 
may  be  given  to  our  Experience,  which 
we  look  upon  to  be  as  well  founded  as 
that  of  this  great  Man,  I  do  not  remem* 
ber  any  Carbuncles  (unlefs  where  there 
hath  fome  manifeh  Error  been  committed 
in  external  Applications,  or  the  Virulence 
of  the  Peftilence  hath  been  greater  than 
ordinary)  to  have  tended  more  to  a  Spha¬ 
celation,  than  any  other  Conlequences 
of  the  peflilential  Poilbm 

And  were  there  not  innumerable  Teill- 
monies  to  the  Truth  of  this,  many  Ar¬ 
guments  might  be  alledged  in  its  Vindica¬ 
tion  ; 
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iion  }  for  while  there  is  a  free  Influx  of 
vital  Spirits,  and  other  na'ural  Fluids,  in¬ 
to  the  Part  aifefled ;  while  the  native 
Heat  is  preferved  from  Suffocation,  and 

futrefa£Hon  is  prevented^  what  Perfon  can 

imagine  there  to  be  any  particular  Difpo- 

lition  to  Mortification  in  a  Angle  Car¬ 
buncle  ?  And  the  more  efpecially  when  the 
Spirits  are  fo  far  from  being  intercepted 
by  the  Carbuncle’s  Eruption,  that  they 
flow  more  plentifully  to  the  Part",  when 
the  native  Heat  is  fo  far  from  being  fuf- 
located,  that  by  its  A  IE  fiance  a  faliitary 
Separation  is  made  •,  and  laflly,  when  the 
Part  affefted  is  fo  jar  from  Putrefaction,  and 
rendered  more  humid  than  before,  that 

thele  faline  Particles  of  an  efcharotick 

£ 

Quality,  rather  prevent  Mortification, 
and  by  drying  the  Part  make  it  rather 
more  able  to  refill  filch  a  Change  : 
And  according  to  the  beA  of  my  Remem¬ 
brance,  I  never  did  meet  with  a  Carbun¬ 
cle  that  mortified,  unlefs  from  the  Mil- 
* 

management  or  Carelefnefs  of  Surgeons,  or 
when  the  highefl  Degree  of  Virulence  in 
the  peflilential  Poifon  had  not  occafioned 
an  immediate  Sphacelation. 

KG 
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N  O  Part  of  an  humane  Body  was 
free  from  the  Eruption  of  the  Carbuncles 
And  I  ihall  not  exceed  the  Truth  if 
affirm  that  I  have  met  with  them  at  one 
time  or  other  in  all  Places.-  But  this 
Matter  will  yet  appear  more  fully  beyond 
Contradiction,  when  I  fliall  have  brought 
a  few  felett  Inftances  out  of  a  great 

O 

Multitude,  to  put  it  quite  out  of  Difpute. 


A  Girl  of  about  12  Years  of  Age,  felt 
a  grievous  Pain  about  her  Breaft,  where 
quickly  after  the  Appearance  of  a  Pimple, 
there  broke  out  a  Carbuncle;  the  Efcbar 
at  laft  came  off,  and  the  Ulcer  dilcharg- 
ing  fbirre  Matter  plentifully ;  after  about 
twenty  Days  fhe  was  reckoned  to  be  very 
well,  had  not  a  Surgeon  too  raftily  dreiled 
her  with  the  red  drying  Ointment ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  cicatrize  it ;  for  upon  that  the 
*  Peftilence  appeared  again,  and  killed  her 
in  a  about  three  Days,  undoubtedly  from 


a  Return  of  the  Venom  inwards  before  itr 
was  all  difcharged. 


ANOTHER  Cafe,  almoflr  beyond 
Belief  were  it  not  attefted  by  many 
Eye-WitrieiTes,  was  of  a  Woman,  w lio  ini'— 

mediately 


H 
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mediately  after  Delivery  had  a  Carbun¬ 
cle  appear  upon  her  Breads,  when  the 
Infant  nr  ked  all  the  Time  without  Har vcij 
and  the  Woman,  through  the  Favour  of 
the  Seafon,  and  exaft  Care  in  all  RefpeHsy 
recovered.  1  was  alfo  another  time  called 
to  a  Man  of  advanced  Years,  whofe  whole 
Thigh  and  Hip  was  over-run  with  a  Car¬ 
buncle,  but  the  Veiication  was  made  by 
filch  an  ichorous  Serurn ,  that  I  ftrongly 
fufpeded  a  Mortification:,  I  complained  of 

Beins;  called  fo  late,  but  however  ordered 

°  ... 

a  deep  Scarification,  and  other  Means  lint- 
able,  whereupon  there  grew  fome  Hopes 
of  Separation,  hut  for  Want  of  inward 
Strength  and  Spirits,  the  Patient  died  5 
whereas  another  of  a  more  vigorous  Habit* 
was  recovered  in  the  fame  Cafe,  for  no 
other  Reafon,  but  that  there  was  Strength 
Enough  to  carry  him  through  it.  More¬ 
over,  I  once  met  with  a  Buboe  and  Car¬ 
buncle  together  in  the  Groin  of  a  Boy* 
not  above  two  Finger’s  Breadth  of  each 
Other  *  but  by  due  Means,  both  medicinal 
and  chirurgical,  the  Lad  got  well  from  both 
his  Ails  together. 

A  cei  tain  Merchant  had  a  Carbuncle 
upon  his  Arm,  a  little  below  the  Elbow, 

but 
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biit  what  was  moft  unhappy  was,  that  at 
the  Beginning  he  was  fo  Impatient  of  the 
Pain,  that  he  applyed  a  Cooling  Cataplafm 
to  it  of  his  own  ordering,  for  fudden] y 
thereupon  it  changed  into  a  Gangrene,  to 
obviate  which,  Scarrihcation  was  immedi¬ 
ately  had  recourfe  to,  in  the  Execution  of 
which,  the  Surgeon  inadvertently  cut  a 
large  Vein,  which  caufed  fuch  a  Flux  of 
Blood,  as  could  not  be  hopped  by  either 
aftual  Cautery,  or  any  other  Means  \  where¬ 
upon  followed  fuch  a  Sinking  of  his 
Spirits,  that  the  unfortunate  Gentleman 
died  in  three  Hours  time. 

LASTLY,  A  Carbuncle  appeared  on 
the  Finger  of  a  young  Woman,  to  eradicate 
which,  we  took  all  imaginable  Care  j  and 
all  Things  at  firh  feemed  to  anfwer  our 
Wihies  j  but  the  Uncertainty  of  humane 
Expectations !  for  die  Patient  with  her  old 
Nurfe  Supping  plentifully  upon  French 
Beans,  that  very  Night  the  Bihemper  re¬ 
turned  •  and  although  ihe  vomited , as  much 
as  her  Strength  would  bear,  by  the  Pro- 
vocation  of  an  Emetic k  given  her,  after 
which  were  ufed  the  moh  Cordial  Remedies, 
and  the  moft  warm  Aiexipharmicks,  early 
in  the  Morning,  a  frefh  Carbuncle  came 

K  in 
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in  the  Place  of  the  old  one ;  flie  was  de¬ 
lirious  all  that  Day ,  and  in  the  Evening, 
{he  expired.  After  the  Bearers  came  that 
Night  to  bury  her,  and  talked  of  fetching 
away  the  old  Woman  next,,  as  a  Perfon 
dead,  the  poor  Wretch,  as  awakened  from' 
Sleep,  cried  out,  ihe  was  not  dead  ;  but 
flie  difappointed  not  their  Agreement,  and 
died  time  enough  to  be  carried  away  the 


’  I  .  •  ,  t 

lame  Night  to  the  burying  Place. 


.  -  *  •  -  '<  . -  aKj  ^  -  f  r .  . 

#  ■»  m  V* 

I  might  eafily  imploy  a  Volume  in  a 
Recital  of  all  the  particular  Circumfhmces: 
of  thefe  Carbuncles  ^  but  however,  before’ 
I  difmifs  this  SubjeR,  I  cannot  omit  that 
the  peftilential  Venom  was  in  a  very  great 
Manner  communicable  from  one  Carbuncle 


to  another  *,  or  to  fpeak  perhaps  more  pro¬ 
perly,  the  faline  Virulence  of  a  Carbuncle 
would  generate  another'wherefoever  it  lodged* 


T  H  E  Number  of  Carbuncles  was  unde¬ 
terminate,  ibmetimes  two,  three,  four,  or 
lUore,  would  come  out  at  once,  the  pefti- 
lential  Venom  being  diffufed  to  many  Parts 
at  the  lame  T  ime  j  buy  the  re  id  we  lhall 
leave  to  that  Section  oakiceraing  the  Cure- 
©f  Carbuncles  ^  we  lira  11  here  therefore  tub* 

join- 
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join  fomewhat  concerning  peffilential  Spdts| 
tailed  Fetechu. 

_  (  C.  '  '  i  ••  .  *  •  f  ' 

-  •  i  '  -  :*  !  . 
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THE  Petechia  then  are  little  Spots  upoit 

the  Skin,  not  eafily  diftinguiihable  from  a 
Flea-Bite  3  though  this  Difference  may  be 
obferved,  in  a  Flea-Bite  there  may  be  feeit 
a  Pun&ure  in  the  middle^  where  the  little 

Creature  had  {truck  in  its  Teeth j  and  round 

, 

it  an  Inflammation,  with  a  little  extrava- 
fated  Blood :  But  thefe  Spots  are  more 
uniform  in  their  Colour,  more  fixedi  and 
difficult  to  be  removed,  whereas  upon  any 
Preffure  with  the  Finger  a  Flea-Bite  gives 
Way,  except  in  the  central  Punfbure.  Fur¬ 
thermore  the  peftilential  Petechia  are  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  the  Spots  of  a  malignant 
Fever,  as  they  are  deeper  coloured ;  and 
likewife  to  be  known  (as  before  obferved) 
from  Scurvy  Spots,  which  are  much  broad¬ 
er,  and  not  always  exaOdy  round  ^  although 
thefe  are  likewise  forhetimes  intermixed 
with  the  peftilential  ones,  and  by  Means 
of  the  aforementioned  Affinities  between 
them,  hardly  in  forne  Cafes  to  be  diftin¬ 
guifhed. 

T  O  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the  pe- 
jftilential  Petechia  do  not  always  fix  in  the 

ft  i  f 
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fame  Parts,  and  lometimes  they  disappear, 
after  a  ihort  Stay  in  one  Place,  and  im¬ 
mediately  rile  in  others  :  And  indeed  there 
is  no  Part  altogether  exempted  from  them, 
although  they  chiefly  come  out  in  the 
Keck,  Breaft,  and  Back  ;  whereas  thofe  of 
the  Scurvy  come  moftly  in  the  extream 
Parts.  The  Reafon  of  this  in  the  former 
Cafe  may  probably  be  from  the  Proximity 
of  the  larger  VelFels,  and  the  Largenefs  of 
the  Pores  about  the  Trunk  of  the  Body; 
and  in  the  Scurvy,  the  Legs  particularly 
are  moA  Ipotted,  from  the  Tendency  and 
Precipitation  of  the  fa  line  Particles-  down¬ 
wards. 

/  *  --<5!  5  i. 

THE  Spots  were  fometimes  few,  but 
mofl  commonly  very  numerous ;  in  fome 
they  were  fo  thick,  as  to  cover  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  whole  Skin.  I  faw  a  little  Girl 
that  was  all  over  full  with  them,  but  upon 
a  large  Sweat  ariflng,  they  all  difappeared, 
and  Ihe  recovered ;  yet  fometimes  the  Di~ 
Aemper  was  fo  delufory,  that  thefe  Spots 
would  arife,  and  difappear,  and  come  "out 
again,  for  feveral  Times  ;  that  is,  when 
Nature  gave  its  utmoffc  Efforts  to  expel 
the  Poifon,  they  might  be  feen  upon  the 
Surface ;  but  when  the  Spirits,  languiihec* 


or 
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€r  upon  any  external  Cold,  they  would  go 
in  again. 

I  might  here  conveniently  oblerve,  that 
this  Eruption  was  almoft  always  fympto- 
matical,  and  very  rarely  critical •  the  Co<- 
lour  of  them  was  not  always  the  fame, 
lometimes  they  were  red,  or  purple,  at 
others  yellow,  and  fometimes  livid  or  black, 
according  to  the  Nature  and  Energy  of  the 
morbifick  Venom,  and  its  Complication  with 
other  Contingencies  and  hence  we  natu¬ 
rally  pafs  to  the  effenthfl  Char  aft  erifticks  of 
a  Peftilence, 

THE  genuine  pefiilential  Charafters, 
by  the  common  People  amougfl  us  called 
Tokens,  as  the  Pledges  or  Fore-warnings  pf 
Death,  are  nothing  elle  than  minute  and 
diftinft  Blafls,  which  have  their  Origin  from 
within,  and  rile  up  with  a  little  pyrami- 
‘  dal  Protuberance,  having  the  pefiilential 
Poifon  chiefly  collefted  at  their  Bafes,  and, 
according  to  the  accuflomed  Dilperfion  of 
luch  Agents,  gradually  tainting  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts,  and  reaching  to  the  Surface., 
as  the  Cofiguration  of  VeiTels  and  Pores  are 
difpofed  to  favour  their  Spreading. 

K  3  MORE- 


MOREOVER  thefe  Blahs  were  de¬ 
rivable  from  external  Caufes,  as  from  the 
Injuries  of  Air,  where  the  peftil'ential  Miafz 
mata  were  pent  up  and  condenfed,  and  by 
that  Means  their  Virulence  increafed  to  that 
Degree,  that  Life  it  felf  was  immediately 
extinguifhed,  upon  coming  within  their 
Reach.  Nay,  fome  were  fo  fuddenly 
marked  with  thefe  fatal  CharaRers,  that 
they  did  not  before  find  themfelves  in  any 
other  Relpeft  out  of  Order ;  which  is  a 
Circumfiance  lo  well  known,  that  there  is 
little  need  to  confirm  it  by  particular  In* 
fiances,  however,  for  the  Reader’s  Satis- 

■}  ■  -  •'  t  '  / 

fa&ion,  I  filial!  recollefl:  one  or  two  Fafts 
of  this  Rind. 


I  was  called  to  a  Girl  the  firft  Dav  of 
her  Seizure,  who  breathed  without  any 
Difficulty,  her  Warmth  was  moderate  and 
natural,  her  Inwards  free  from  glowing 
and  Pain,  and  her  Pulfe  not  unequal  or 
irregular  ^  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  Things 
genuine  and  well,  as  if  fhe  had  ailed  no¬ 
thing  *  and  indeed  I  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  flie  counterfeited  being  Tick,  than 
really  to  be  out  of  Order,  until  examining 
her  Breafit,  I  round  the  certain  Charafters 

r  *  '  **  1  ^  -  ■  a,-.  *;v  .  ■»  .  .i  •,  -i. 
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of  Death  imprinted  in  many  Places  *  and 
in  that  following  Night  fhe  died*  before 
flie  her  felf*  or  any  Perfon  about  her*  could 
dhcern  her  otherwife  out  of  Order,. 

J"\  '  *f  '•  ^  ’'I9  i-  f  *  f  ‘  .  : 

.  -  A.  •-  *  i  * 

Some  time  after  I  vifited  a  Widow  of 
Sixty  Years  of  Age*  whom  I  met  with 
at  Dinner*  where  the  had  eat  heartily  of 
Mutton*  and  filled  befides  her  Stomach 
with  Broth;  after  I  had  enqui.ed  into  fe¬ 
deral  Particulars  relating  to  her  Health* 
ihe  affirmed  her  lelf  to  have  i,ever  been 
better  in  her  Life*  but  upon  feeling  her 
Pulle*  I  perceived  it  to  intermit*  and  upon 
'examining  her  Breaid*  I  found  a  Abundance 
of  Tokens*  which  proved  too  true  a 
PrognofHck*  that  even  after  fo  good  a 
Dinner  fire  would  by  the  Evening  be  in 
another  World, 

AS  to  the  Eruption  of  thele  fatal 
Characters*  I  judged  them  to  he  rather  the 
Effects  of  the  peftilential  corrofive  Salt* 
than  of  apy  Putrefaction  of  the  Humours ; 
for  this  Poifon  waaiting  room  for  Exhala¬ 
tion  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin*  col¬ 
lected  in  Quantities  upon  the  Surface*  and 
for  want  of  Spirits  to  ftrive  therewith^ 
imprinted  thefe  Marks  thereupon? 

'  K  4  fyfw 
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r  >  i  .  '  r:  * 

,  .  i-i.  a  •  -  *> .  ;  w  .  . 

FURTHERMORE  thefe  external 
Parts  not  only  grew  dry  from  the  Acri¬ 
mony  of  this  Venom,  but  were  alfo  very 
liable  to  Sphacelation  by  an  Extinction  of 
the  vital  Spirits  ^  but  enough  of  this,  be- 
caule  it  would  be  but  adding  Light  to 
the  Noon-day  Sun,  to  endeavour  to  con¬ 
firm  it  by  more  Teffimonies. 

-  ■  p  ■'  ,  ,i  : 

THESE  Tokens  did  differ  in  Regard  to 
their  Colour  and  Hardnefs :  of  their  Co- 

r  . 

lour  we  fliall  fpeak  hereafter :  Their 
Hardnefs  I  ufed  to  try  with  a  Needle 
or  Penknife ,  to  fee  whether  the  Senfe 
and  Life  was  periihed  or  not ;  in  which 
Trials  1  found  a  great  deal  of  Difference, 
as  forne  would  be  penetrated  with  very 
little  Trouble,  when  others  were  even 
callous  and  horny,  and  difficult  to  be  pe¬ 
netrated.  The  Origin  of  thefe  I  conjeClure 
to  be  from  the  nervous  Juice,  or  fome 
gelatinous  Subffance  evaporated  into  a 
gummy  Confiffence,  not  unlike  thole  horny 
Excrefcerxies  from  the  Bones  *,  their  Co¬ 
lour  and  Affinity  in  many  Refpefts  with 
W,fcarts  is  alfo  remarkable. 

r  •  ;  '  . 

1  •  '  ■  ■»  .  -i  « 
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.n 


/ 


of  the  late  Tefltknce.  137 

AND  here  I  cannot  pafsby  anlnftance  worth 
Obfervation,  of  a  Girl  who  came  to  my  Houft 
full  of  Sadnefs  and  Confirmation,  already 
even  to  link  down  ^  upon  Examination  ihe 
told  me  that  ihe  had  broke  out  from  an 
Houfe  where  ihe  was  ihut  up  with  a 
Nurfe,  all  the  reft  of  the  Family  being 
dead,  to  ihew  me  the  certain  Forerunner 
of  Death  upon  her,  Dying  [ihe  had  the 
tokens  upon  her  Leg  ;  but  I  foon  found 
a  Miftake  that  might  have  been  fatal  to 
her,  for  it  was  only  a  Whart,  which  nei¬ 
ther  ihe  nor  the  Nurft  had  ever  taken 
Notice  of  before  *,  ihe  was  fbon  undeceiv’d, 
arid  by  my  Encouragement  iliook  off  all 
her  Fear  j  returning  FI ome  chearful  to  take 
thofe  Medicines  wh:ch  were  direfted  to 
carry  -off  the  Diibrders  upon  her,  and 
fweating  her  plentifully  removed  all  Suf- 
picion  of  the  Contagion :  But  1  really  be¬ 
lieve,  that  had  not  her  Mind  been  loan 
made  eafie,  by  what  was  laid  to  her,  ike 
would  have  died  merely  by  the  Force  of 
her  Imagination  •,  as  iuch  a  Dread  extream- 
]y  aggravates  the  leaft  Complaints. 

BUT  fome  of  theft  "tokens  were  not 
only  fo  like  in  Appearance  to  Wfaarts,  that 

they 
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they  deceived  this  young  Girl,  for  feme** 
times  even  the  Surgeons  mihook  them ; 
and  I  was  beholden  to  the  Management 
beforementioned  of  pricking  through  them 
to  be  fatisfied  fometimes  my  felf,  as  well 
as  to  know  the  Degrees  of  Malignity  in 
the  Venom  of  the  true  Tokens  ^  where  i 
found  quickly  a  Senfibility,  I  took  it  for 
a  good  Sign,  and  thofe  which  went  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  Skin,  would  oftentimes  fhough 
oif  •  whereas  when  they  went  deeper,  they 
were  deemed  dangerous,  efpeeially  when 
the  Part  loft  its  Feeling,  and  threatned 
Sphacelation,  There  were  like  wife  feme 
found  fb  extreamly  eomatous,  that  the 
whole  Body  was  deprived  of  Senfe ;  inlb- 
much  that  if  any  Limb,  or  Part  clear  of 
the  Tokens ,  was  tried  by  Punfture,  or  Inci¬ 
sion,  there  would  be  no  more .  felt  than 
upon  the  deadly  Marks  themfelves^  not- 
withftanding  which  Infenfibility  of  Body, 
fome  Faculties  of  the  Mind  would  return 
and  be  perceived  even  till  Death, 

THE  Vifcera  alfb,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Parts,  would  fometimes  be  marked 
with  thefe  Characters,  nay,  fometimes  it 
appeared,  that  the  Inwards  were  afFeSed, 

when 
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when  nothing  of  the  Tokens  were  feen  ex? 

.  .  '  *  '  y 

ternally. 


THE  Magnitude  of  the  Tokens  were 
various,  fometimes  as  fmall  as  a  Pin’s  Head. 

**  ■  -it. 

and  at  others  larger,  and  as  broad  as  a 
Silver  Peny  }  there  were  indeed  Inflances 

pf  many  running  into  one,  but  this  was  but 

* 

feldom  in  the  late  Sicknefs, 


LASTLY,  Some  were  deprelfed,  and 
Others  prominent,  and  feme  did  not  appear 
till  the  infe&ed  Perfon  was  dead ;  fo  that 
it  did  not  fuffice  to  kill,  but  alfo  to  leave 
Marks  of  its  Triumph  ^  but  fome  of  the 
crafty  Nurfes  would  put  the  dead  Body 
immediately  into  wet  Cloaths,  whereby  they 
flopped  the  further  Fermentation  of  the 
Juices,  and  reftrained  fuch  Eruption,  in 
Order  to  elude  the  Magistrates  Notice  and 
Power,  to  {hut  up  the  Houfes, 

BUT  how  much  foever  thefe  deep, 
Marks  were  the  fure  Fore-warnings  of 
Death,  yet  fometimes  they  would  be  out 
from  the  fourth  Day  before,  and  remain  all 
that  while  as  terrible  Admonitions  both  to. 
the  Sick  and  others 
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SECTION  VI. 


The  Prognojhck  Signs  of  jhe  late  Pejlilence * 
S  that  Peftilence  which  of  late  made 


JL  \  fo  great  Havoc  k  among#  Mankind3 
was  fo  full  of  Shillings  and  Changes  in 
its  Attacks  and  Progrefs,  that  very  little 
Certainty  could  be  had  of  its  Event  j  it 
highly  concern^  the  Credit  and  Honour  of 
the  Faculty,  not  too  hafiily  in  fuch  Cafes 
to  prognosticate  either  Recovery  or  Death  : 
In  Order  therefore  to  remove,  as  much  as 
poffible,  fuch  Difficulties  for  the  future, 
it  is  with  Cheerfulnefs  that  I  can  leave 
with  Pofferity  thofe  Obfervations  which  I 
have  been  able  to  make  in  my  daily  At¬ 
tendance  upon  the  InfeQed,  to  the  utmofl 
Hazard  of  my  Life,  through  the  Courfe  of 
this  late  Sicknefs. 

THE  prognoftick  Signs  then  regard  ei¬ 
ther  the  Peftilence  it  felf,  as  to  its  Ori¬ 
gin,  H eighth,  and  Declenfion,  or  the  Reco¬ 
very  or  Death  of  the  Patient,  . 
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FROM  certain  and  undoubted  Signs ,  for 
fome  time  foregoing  the  manifest  Eruption 
of  the  Plague ,  may  its  Degrees  of'  Severity 

be  prognojl  seated. 

* 

AS  iharp  and  immoderate  Pains  appa¬ 
rently  denote  a  peftilential  Conftitutioa, 

and  like  wife  Tumours  breaking  out  again 
upon  Parts  before  affected:  For  it  is  a 

t 

Cafe  that  I  have  often  met  with,  that 

thofe  who  have  had  Buboes  and  Car¬ 

buncles  in  the  Sicknefs  well  cured,  to  break 
out  again  afterwards,  from  fome  Remains 
of  the  peftilential  Venom  yet  lurking  in 
the  Confutation,  and  not  to  be  conquered. 

WHENSOEVER  chronick  DIfeafes 
are  changed  into  acute  ones,  it  may  be 
concluded  that  the  Infection  is  not  far  off; 
For  Valetudinarians  are  more  fenfihle  of  any 
approaching  Diforder  than  thofe  who  are 
ftrong  and  healthful :  And  from  a  natural 
Caufe  may  it  be  accounted  why  fofirm 
Confutations  can  certainly  foretei  feveral 
Changes  in  the  Air,  and  be  forewarn’d 
of  other  external  Inconveniencies ;  and  the 
more  virulent  any  Infectious  Mlafmata  are, 
the  foouer  do  they  affect  fiich  Halits* 

-  “  and 


*  42  The  prognoftici^  Signs 

and  it  feems  peculiar  to  the  Plague  to  Be 
preceded  by  its  pernicious  Effluvia ,  like  Id 
many  Officers  feizing  the  Weak  and  Help- 
lefs  firft }  and  Inch  it  tyrannizes  over  by 
converting  the  morbid  Humours  into  its 
own  Nature,  in  fubtilizing  thofe  which  are 
grofs,  acuatiiig  the  drill,  heating  the  cold^ 
changing  the  natural  Ferments^  and  in  ffiort, 
by  inducing  oppoiite  Qualities  into  the 
whole  Conftitution. 

MOREOVER,  in  this  Regard  we 
tnay  confider  the  frequent  Mortalities  a- 
mongft  Cattle,  which  foregoe  an  Infe&ion 
amongft  Mankind  for  thefe  Creatures 
living  for  the  moft  Part,  both  Night  and 

Day,  in  the  open  Air,  not  only  are  more 

■ 

influenced  by  it  when  tainted,  but  are  alfo 
hurt  by  the  irfteftious  Venom  which  ga¬ 
thers  upon  the  Herbage  *,  as  likewlfe  they 
are  more  liable,  on  other  Accounts,  to 
feel  its  firft  Approaches,  becaufe  its  freeft 
Progrefs  is  in  open  Places. 

M  O  Pv  E  O  V  E  R,  when  there  is  a  ge¬ 
neral  Sadnefs  and  Confternation  upon  the 
Minds  of  the  People  from  no  manifeft 
Caufe,  fo  that  the  whole  Multitude  are 
pale  and  fpiritlefs,  \&ho  can  think  but’ 

that 
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that  fbme  general  Calamity  is  at  Hand? 


AND  certainly  this  will  not  appear  a 
Very  difficult  Conjecture,  and  remote  from 
Reafon,  when  we 
Intercourfe  and  Familiarity  which  the  Spi¬ 
rits  maintain  with  Things  very  occult^ 
and  at  a  Diftance  *,  for  whofoever  rightly 
Weighs  this  Matter,  will  perceive  the  Spi¬ 
rits  capable  of  very  fubtile  Impreilions, 
by  Means  of  their  Intercourfes  with  the 
Imagination,  whereby  they  are  capable  of 
perceiving,  though  obfcurely,  any  approach¬ 
ing  Evil,  and  confequently  of  exciting  a- 
fnongfl:  the  Populace  a  general  Appreheiifion 
concerning  Futurity,  without  any  miracu¬ 
lous  Influence. 


duly  conlider  the  ftrange 


LASTLY,  All  fore-bodings  of  any 
Kind  denote  the  Malignancy  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Evil,  becaufe  they  are  maul  feE- 
ly  from  the  Influence  of  the  peftilential 
Mlafmata  •  and  the  further  off  fwch  ImpreP 
flons  are  made,  the  greater  do  they  pro- 
gnoflicate  the  future  Calamity  will  be  ^ 
beca-ule  fuch  Irradiations  at  a  Diffance,  and 
propagated  through  a  long  Trad  of  Air, 
denote  the  great  Energy  and  Virulence  of 
their  Origin  y  when  therefore  the  Peftilen.ee 

ibidem 
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feidom  appears  without  fuch  Forewarning^ 
and  gradually  dufufes  according  to  the 
Greater  or  leiTer  Liberty  for  the  nitro-aerial 
Poifon  to  move  in,  and  the  firft  Perceptions 
of  it  are  fo  terrible,  what  Miferies  and 
Deflations  may  not  be  expected  from  it> 
when  it  is  arrived  in  its  full  Force  ? 

A  Pejlilence  that  u  fierce  and  deadly  in 
its  firfl  Attack,  foon  eeajes* 

I  call  fueh  a  Peftilence  fierce,  that  imme¬ 
diately  deftrovs  the  ftrongeft  ConftitutionSj 
and  which  being  every  where  diffufedj 
ieizes  all  at  once  for  the  lboner  the  ve¬ 
nomous  Scminium  is  Ipread  and  wafted,  the 
lboner  will  its  Fury  be  over. 

THE  Times  of  a  Pejlilence  in  its  De¬ 
er  cafe,  are  in  Proportion  to  the  Times  of 

its  Increafe. 

FOR  the  infectious  Poifon  does  not  aft 
precariously,  but  in  a  regular  and  uniform 
Manner,  as  it  fully  appeared  by  the  Cdurfe 
o(*  the  late  Sicknefs  amongft  us  ^  (not  to 
mention  others  at  a  greater  Diftance  of 
Place  and  Time)  but  this  will  be  beft 
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Made  appear  from  the  Tables  of  Mortality 
hereunto  annexed. 

The  Caufe  of  a  Pejlilence  being  removed + 
J$ent)  or  extinguished^  its  Effects  immediate* 
ly  ceafi ; 

AS  Fire  goes  out  when  its  Fuel  is 
wanting,  or  fpent,  lo  the  peftilential  Viru¬ 
lence  continually  wants  fomewhat  to  keep 
it  up,  and  no  longer  than  it  i§  fupplied 
with  that  neceiTary  Pabulum  will  it  laft: 
Although  I  acknowledge  that  fonietimes 
thefe  fatal  Sparks  will  lie  as  it  were  fxno- 
thered  in  their  own  Ruins,  for  fome  Time^ 
and  after  a  certain  Interval  break  out  again 
into  its  frit  Fury*  from  the  original  Caufe 
that  as  yet  hath  never  been  extinguilhed* 
And  hence  perhaps  fome  may  be  led  into 
an  Error  about  the  Plague’s  being  co-ssva I 
with  the  Worlds  and  its  continual  Subfiftance 
in  one  Place  or  another,  as  external  Cir- 
cumftances  favour  its  Propagation  or  Hin¬ 
drance  ^  for  the  very  Increafe  of  the  pe¬ 
ftilential  Semtnium ,  after  every  Interval  of 
Recefs,  plainly  fhews  it  to  take  frefh  Root  - 
and  upon  the  total  Extirpation  of  it,  I  can- 
not  fee  how  the  fame  can  appear  again : 


Tk  progno  flick,  Signs 

And  this  is  confirmed  by  the  almoft  con- 
tinual  Varieties  in  different  Infections; 

W  E  now  come  in  Courie  to  ipeai  of 
thofe  PrognofHcks,  which  regard  the  Death 
or  Recovery  of  the  infefted.- 

Every  Hemorrhage  is  bad,  hut  a  Flutf 
of  the  Menfes  always  fatal* 

A  Loo  fen  eft  of  the  Bowels,  effect  ally  in 
the  Beginnings  is  commonly  a  Sign  of  Death* 

BECAUSE  by  this  Evacuation  a1 
Biaphorefs  is  prevented,  the  Strength  is 
waited,  and  the  Poifon  is  fo  far  thrown 
upon  the  Bowels,  as  fometimes  to  induce 
Sphacelation ;  the  Cafe  is  likewife  nor 
much  better  when  the  Paces  are  extreamly 
fetid,  and  there  is  no  Relief  thereby  or 
when  they  are  green,  or  black,  or  come 
away  involuntarily,  eipeclally  when  attended 
with  a  Dyfentery. 

W HERE  the  Lung  s  are  tender ,  weak, 

or  diftempered,  it  generally  ends  ill . 

f  O  R.  I  can  hardly  remember  any  one 
who-  had  bad  Lungs  that  e  leaped  in  the 

late' 
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conftant  Ob- 
not 


of  the  late 

it  was  t 

fervatioiij  that  Afthmatick  Peri 
only  by  frequent  and  hard  Inipiration 
in  more  of  the  poyfonous  Steams  than  o- 
thers,  but  alio  that  the  weakned  Force  of 
that  Organ*  gave  Opportunity  to  them  to 
fix  their  Lodgment  there. 


WHEN  Perfons  grew  no  better  for 
Sweating ,  but  weaker,  and  the  ‘Dijtewper 
higher ,  it  was  judged  fataU 


FOR  after  Nature  bid  made  fuch  aii 
fiffort  to  expel  the  Venom  to  no  Purpofe* 
all  Hopes  of  Recoyery  could  not  but  va- 
niih.  A  great  Expence  of  Spirit,  dnd  a 
general  Decay  of  Strength*  muft  be  the 
Confequence  of  fuch  a  Waft  *  and  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  Sweat  like  wife  brings  on  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Colliquitation,  or  is  a  Sign  of  it ;  and 
thole  hot  fharp  Sweats,  which  veficate  the 
Skin,  are  alfo  to  be  fiifpecled :  More¬ 
over,  it  is  very  hazardous  when  cold 
Sweats  come  after  fuch  hot  Ones.  But  the 
moft  cettain  Fatality  of  all,  is  frdih  fucli 
Sweats  as  have  a  cadaverous  Smell  ^  altho5 

»  1 

there  was  lometimes  a  very  difagreeable 
fcented  Sweat,  with  which  they  recovered^ 
as  with  it  exhaled  the  feftilentjai  Venom. 

L  % 


pyogno flicks  Signs 

^  jL,ofs  of  Jppetite  for  a  great  while  ^ 
proved  mofl  commonly  hut  a  dangerom 
Prognoflick. 

I T  appears*  by  what  hath  been  already 
laid*  that  a  Loathing  at  Stomach  was  a 
certain  Sign  of  Infection  j  and  upon  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  it*  it  was  neceffary  that  there 
ihould  enfue  a  Defe£V  of  Nourifhment  and 
Strength,  which  made  a  Ferfon  much  more 
liable  to  the  worft  Influences  of  the  Di- 
ftemper,  and  even  to  Erofton  and  Sphacela^ 
fcion  of  the  Stomach. 

I)  EA  F  N  E  S  S  joined  with  Drowfmefs 9 
were  Signs  the  Parotides  would  foon  appear. 

l-  t  •  «'  \ 

W  H  E  N  Buboes  went  in  again  without 
due  Evacuation^  and  while  bad  Symptoms 
continued ,  Matters  were  generally  doubtful \ 
and  for  the  mojl  Part  very  dangerous . 

I  always  looked  upon  my  Labours  to  be 
defeated,  whenfoever  thefe  Tumours  dis¬ 
appeared  of  a  fu dden  without  any  manifefl 
Caufe*  for  it  was  owing  to  the  Retreat  of 
the  Venom  inwards,  where  it  made  terrible 
Mifchief*  and  was  extreamly  difficult  to  be' 

got 
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got  again  to  the  Surface  ;  yet  if  Sweats 
broke  out,  that  the  Patient  could  well  bear, 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  return, 
and  bring  again  Matters  into  an  hopeful 
State* 

.  .  1  , 

W  HE N SO  E  VE  R  tbefe  Tumours 
Are  difcolaured \  especially  tending  to  Block* 
nefs ,  or  do  not  fuppurate,  or  are  infenfible -9 
it  may  be  pronounced  the  Patient  will  hf 
worfe, 

THE  more  Buboes  there  are 9  fo  that 
they  fuppurate ,  the  better . 

CARBUNCLES  are  always  more 
dangerous  than  Buboes, 

BOTH  on  Account  of  their  jliarper 
Pain,  and  greater  Difficulty  to  cure. 

THE  [mailer  the  Carbuncles  are  in 
Compafs ,  and  their  Situation  remote  from  the 
Vifcera ,  greater  Veffels ,  Tendons ,  and  Nerve 
and  the  fewer  they  are  in  Number ,  by 
much  it  is  the  better  ;  and ,  on  the  contrary f 
when  they  fpread  like  a  Gangrene ,  and  are 
near  the  principal  Parts ,  as  the  Breajl  or 
Belly 9  and  alio  are  numerous, ?  or  livid ?  the 
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fate  of  the  Patient  may  be  pronounced  defeat 
rate »  :  :  ' 

1  r  r v  iff  ,  \  p  o  v  r  ') 

THE  peftilential  Tokens,  ejfeciaHy  whew 
they  are  deep,  are  the  fare  and  ffeedy  Mef 
fengers  of  Death . 

FOR  a  general  Mortification  commonly 
follows  theie  particular  ones  :  although  there 
is  fometimes  (as  before  obferved)  fome  Time 
giyen  between  one  and  the  other,  as  for 
two  or  three  Days, 

A  Complication  of  bad  Symptoms,  together % 
precipitates  the  Patient  into  another  World . 

M  A  Yy  fometimes  when  there  are  many 
Symptoms  of  Recovery,  the  obftinate  Con- 
timiance  of  one  bad  is  enough  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  Patient’s  Fate. 

*-t.'  * 

*r  "U" s  *\  •  -  -•  *  \  '\ 

'  i  ’**  *  '  -  ■  '  v  *  '  a,  . 

PROM  the  in  con  ft  ant  Appearance  of 
the  Urine ,  there  can  be  no  certain  Judg¬ 
ment  made . 

1.  H  E  Urine  indeed  of  thefe  Patients  is 
generally  not  to  be  difHnguifhed  from  that 
ot  healthful  Perfons,  although  fometimes 
its  Stench  is  not  to  be  endured  ;  this  a 

.  ir  J 
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certain  Phyfician  found  to  his  Coft,  who 
taking  the  Urinal  too  near,  was  infe&ed 
by  the  Scent,  fell  ill,  and  in  three  Days  died. 

i  '  ,  r*’v.  '  J  ... 

THE  Pulfe 3  which  in  all  other  Difeafes 
is  almojl  a  certain  Index,  in  this  Sicknefs 
could  not  be  at  all  trujled  to. 

*  v‘  '  ; 4  *  . '  •  -y  •  ■  '  O'-  v 

THOSE  who  were  comat ous  in  the  Be~ 
ginning  or  Height  cf  the  Difeafe^  jeldom 

r*  1 

ej  caged. 

'  s  ’  »  ■  1  .r  ;  *'  *  }i 

Thefe  Frognofticks  I  thought  my  felf 
obliged  to  take  Notice  of,  by  the  Method  I 
propofed  to  my  felf  herein  ,  but  that  I 
have  omitted  many,  is  to  be  excufed  by 
the  Difficulty  and  Difference  of  Judgment 
in  thefe  Matters  \  for  fuch  was  the  delufory 
Appearance  of  this  Peftilence,  that  many 
Patients  were  loft  when  they  were  thought 
in  a  fafe  Recovery  ,  and  when  we  thought 
the  Conqueft  quite  obtained,  Death  run  away 
with  the  Vi&ory  ,  whereas  others  got  over 
it,  who  were  quite  given  over  for  loft  *7  much 
t q  the  Difreputation  of  our  Art. 

L  4 
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*  '  *'  { 

.<•  j>  i  i  '  .  .  *1  ....  ,,  j  ...  /  ’ 

SECTION  VI. 

'  *  »•  *-■  1  ’  '  '  t  ; 

Concerning  the  Cure  of  the  late  Peji Hence* 

ALTHOUGH  a  pcftilential  Infection 
is  extreamlv  dangerous,  and  doubtful 
as  to  its  Confequences,  very  few  being 
fpared  by  it,  when  in  its  greateft  Height, 
yqt  we  are  by  no  Means  to  defpair  in  fq 
great  a  Difficulty,  and  give  up  the  whole 
Race  of  Mankind  to  Definition  as  foon 
as  it  comes,  but  be  rather  Simulated  to 
greater  Endeavours:,  and,  like  faithful  ML 
nifters  of  Nature,  ftudy  all  Helps  againft 
fuch  common  and  grievous  Calamities* 

.  ,  f  s'.  *  ‘  •»' 

.  i  J  »  ■  ’  " 

RUT  before  we  enter  upon  that  Part 
which  feeks  Affiftance  from  Medicine,  it 
may  be  neceffary  to  exhort  the  infe&ed, 
that  they  have  due  Regard  to  the  Almighty 
Power,  not  only  in  confeffing,  and  feeking 
.Forgivenefs  for  Sin,  but  in  imploring  his 
Rleffing  upon  thofe  Remedies  and  Means 
for  Recovery  which  even  the  mofl  skilful 

•  jj  *  *•  - »  .  .  ,  .  ^ 

Phyfician  can  prefer ibe* 

TjH  E  Infeted  alio  ought  to  be  admo- 
nifhed  that  they  make  their  Wills,  and 

fettle 
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fettle  their  worldly  Affairs,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  Contention  and  Law-Suits,  leaft  by  the 
Severity  of  fuch  a  Diftemper  they  ftiould 
chance  to  be  carried  off.  But  this  is  to  be 
dpne  before  they  .are  affefted  at  ail  in 
their  Under  {landings  by  the  Difeafe. 

LASTLY,  It  is  likewiie  to  be  enjoin¬ 
ed  the  Sick,  that  they  quietly,  fpbmiffive- 
}y,  and  with  a  chearful  Confidence,  cpm- 

tnit  thernfelves  to  the  Care  and  Manage- 

« 

ment  of  their  Phyfieians :  And  hence  ap¬ 
pears  the  Difficulty  of  that  Task  to  watch 
over  thofe  who  are  in  fuch  imminent  Dan- 
ger  and  what  variety  of  Cares  lie  upon 
him  who  undertakes  it,  and  who  often 
falls  himfelf  by  that  Tyrant  he  is  endea¬ 
vouring  to  defend  others  from  \ 

V 

BUT  to  do  Juft  ice  to  the  Sacred  Art, 
in  its  relieving  Mankind  in  fuch  cruel 
*  Difeafes,  this  mu  ft  eternize  the  Sons  of 
Efculafwj  that  they  feem  to  be  born  for 
the  Publick  Good,  by  their  Ufefulnefs  even 
in  a  Peftilence,  as  well  as  other  more  com- 
rr.on  Calamities  of  Life ;  but  on  this  Head 

-■  *  y  •  f : 

I  ihall  forbear  faying  more,  knowing  how 
unworthy  I  am  to  give  due  Honour  to  lb 

much  Worth’ 

•r  m  .  '  .  C,  ••  i> 
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BUT  In  the  Profecution  hereof,  as  fame 
heretofore  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains 
to  no  Purpofe  in  finding  an  univerjal  Jpecif.ck 
againft  the  PefHlence,  and  have  im poled’ 
many  palpable  Falfitie-s  upon  the  World 
under  fuch  Pretences  ^  fo  our  modern  Coal* 
Blowers  have  in  like  Manner  cried  up  their 
pernicious  Secrets,  and  wickedly  impofed 
them  upon  the  credulous  Populace.  Cen- 
tainly  thefe  publick  Cheats  ought  them- 
ielves  to  be  deemed  pefHlential,  as  their 
Notions  and  Pra&ice  is  abhorrent  to  all 
found  Reafon  >:  For  if  the  Arguments  on 
both  Sides  the  Queftlon  be  fairly  Hated, 
and  one  will  be  convinced,  that  there  ne¬ 
ver  as  yet  hath  been  difcovered  in  Nature, 
the  full  and  abfolute  Efience  of  a  Pefti- 
lence,  but  that  it  ft  ill  remains  a  Myftery  to 
Mankind  *,  wherefore  in  this  Diflemper  a 
Per fon  muR  proceed,  as  in  all  others,  by 
a  ferious  Attention  to  the  manifeft  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  and  a  rational  Conformity  of  the 
Means  of  Cure  thereunto  *,  and  while  we 
hold  to  this  only  Rule  of  Procedure,  al¬ 
though  the  Severity  of  the  DiRemper  may 
conquer  feveral,  yet  many  alfo  may  be¬ 
layed®  ' 


IT 


1 
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IT  now  comes  to  us  to  declare  what  a 
Phyfician  has.  to  do  in  this  Calamity  ♦  as 
therefore  the  Difeafe  admits  of  no  Delays, 
Help  muft  be  immediately  procured,  and 
the  Phyfician  ought  to  fly  to  the  Patient’s 
Succour,  leaft,  by  any  O million,  the  Cafe 
fhould  be  got  beyond  Recovery,  and  a  Per- 
fon  be  loft  for  Want  of  timely  Aihftanqe. 

WHEN  the  Phyfician  is  come,  he 
ought  to  addrefs  the  Patient  with  Chear- 
fulnefs,  and  blame  thole  Fears  and  melan¬ 
choly  Apprehenfions  which  give  many  over 
too  much  into  the  Power  of  the  Diftemper, 
by  cutting  off  all  Hopes  of  Recovery, 

LASTLY,  according  to  the  general 
-Directory  of  our  College  beforementioned, 
the  moft  generous  and  efficacious  Me¬ 
dicines  muft  be  contrived  with  the  utmoft 
‘  Care  and  Deliberation. 

I  N  the  fir  ft  Place  then,  whether  Phle¬ 
botomy  is  to  be  pra&ifed  or  not  is  juft- 
ly  to  be  queftioned^  and  indeed  I  fhould 
pafs  it  by  here  as  fatal,  but  that  I  know 
many  unskilful  and  rafh  Perfbns,  who  not 
pnly  Jet  Blood  largely  at  one  Time,  but 

order 
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.order  it  like  wife  to  be  repeated  until 
die  Patient  faints. 

■  :  •  ,  .<  |.  .  .  1  . 

BUT  if  the  Authority  of  the  Aneh 
ent s  as  well  as  the  Experience  of  the 
Moderns  hath  any  Weight,  and  indeed 
if  our  .own  Practice  may  be  regarded,  it 
is  highly  to  be  feared,  from  many  In- 
fiances,  that  Bleeding  m  a  genuine  Eefth 
lence  is  not  only  to  be  fufpe&ed,  but 
charged  as  pernicious  }  for  we  have  many 
times  feen  the  Blood  and  .Life  drawn  away 
together  }  which  makes  it  ahonifhing  to 
lee  the  Praftifers  in  fuch  Milchief  dare 
to  juftifie  the  fatal  Error}  what  is  it  that 
indicates  this  Evacuation,  is  it  intenia 
Heat  }  or  any  Turgefcency  of  the  Vef- 
fels?  Or  is  it  to  give  Vent  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Poilon  to  make  its  efcape?  Cer¬ 
tainly  nothing  to  me  feems  more  abfurd  • 
for  it  the  other  Sumptoms  do  not  remit 
with  the  Fever,  the  Patient  will  be  plung¬ 
ed  into  the  utmoft  Hazard  }  for  how  can 
the  Blood  and  other  juices  be  depurated, 

T  the  febrile  Heat  is  extinguifhed  ?  not 
tD  any  thing  of  a  Suppreilion  of  fa- 
lutaiy  Bieathings  hereby,  a  Perveriion  of 

^ie  _  natai  ?J  Secretions,  and  Sinking  the 
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THEY  aifo  are  under  as  great  an  Er- 
for,  who  fetch  their  Reafons  for  this  Pra¬ 
ctice  from  the  Turgefcency  of  the  Veffeis  ; 
for  while  inordinate  Hurries  are  excited, 
in  the  Bloody  from  difagreeing  and  hete¬ 
rogeneous  Particles  driving  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  one  another,  there  is  made 
thereby  only  a  feeming  Plenitude  }  what  Mad- 
nets  then  mu  ft  it  be,  in  order  to  remove 
an  imaginary  Fulnefs,  to  fink  the  neceffary 
Strength  by  a  rafli  Effufion  of  Blood  ? 

AND  laftly,  the  morbifick  Poifon  is 
not  of  that  kind,  as  to  Peek  an  Efcape  at 
the  Orifice  of  a  Vein,  and  run  out  with 
the  flowing  Blood }  and  which  ( as  before 
proved)  afFefting  chiefly  the  Spirits,  and 
refiding  in  other  Veffeis,  makes  this  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure  in  a  Peftilence  impracticable. 
I  will  not  however  deny  but  that  there 
may  pofilbly  be  Circumftances  in  malignant 
and  peftilential  Fevers,  which  may  juftifie 
Phlebotomy,  as  when  it  is  done  for  Revul- 
fion  lake,  in  too  great  a  Flux  of  the  Menfes : 
But  in  a  genuine  Peftilence,  it  is  not  to  be 
meddled  with.  There  is  but  one,  as  I  can 
remember,  who  furvived  it  in  the  late  Sick- 
nefs  ^  but  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  more 
x .  *  upo.i 
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upon  a  Subject  fo  plain*  and  therefore  I 

.ihall  pafs  to  what  is  of  more  Confequence. 

AS  for  what  concerns  the  next  Means 
of  Remedy,  an  Emctick  may  be  given  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  Difeafe,  where  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  loaded  either  by  over-eating,  or  by 
a  Crowd  of  bad  Humours,  or  when  there 
is  a  Loathing,  or  a  Bitternefs  in  the  Mouth  * 
fo  that  any  particular  Conformation  of 
the  BreaR  and  .Neck  doth  not  contra-indi¬ 
cate  *,  and  amongft  thefe  Remedies  they 
are  preferrable  which  plentifully  excite 
Vomiting,  without  working  alio  down¬ 
wards. 

O  F  tliis  kind  are  the  Syr.  Dlafarl  Fer- 
neUjy  Syr.  Scabiof.  comp  of.  Oxymel .  Scillit.  and 
chiefly  the  Sal  Vitrioli but  the  Antdmoniai 
Preparations  are  not  fo  advifable.  The 
Dole  of  the  Emetick  ought  to  be  large 
enough  to  empty  the  Stomach  foon  •  and 
the  Poflet-drink  uied  in  the  Operation,  in 
order  to  rince  off  its  Coats  all  Filthinefs,? 
is  to  be  impregnated  with  Carduusy  Scordium , 
AEoad o w -fweety  Butter-Burr  y  &c.  boiled  in  it. 
in  my  own  Practice,  I  have  always  found 
good  Service  from  large  Draughts  of  the 
Poilet-drink  absvementioned,  fweetned  with 

fmpti 
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JimfU  Oxymel ,  without  any  other  previous 
Emetiek  given, 

AFTER  Vomiting  is  over,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Stomach  the  better  to  keep 
any  Alexipharmick  Medicines,  its  Force 
may  be  greatly  ftrengthncd  by  adding  Sto- 
machicks  to  the  Alexipharmicks :  But  if 
a  Reaching  to  vomit  prove  Symptomati- 
cal,  Emcticks  are  by  all  Means  to  be  a- 
voided:,  lead  the  Phyfician  (like  old  Nur- 
fes,  who  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
Rules  of  Practice )  fhould  promote  that 
Symptom,  which  by  fruitlefs  Strains  wafte 
the  Spirits,  and  iollicit  the  peftilential  Ve¬ 
nom  into  the  Stomach  from  diibmt  Parts ; 
which  when  fixed  there,  hill  irritates  into 
more  violent  Reachings,  that  cannot  be  aF- 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies. 

ALTHOUGH  in  other  Cafes  a  Vo- 
.  miting  may  be  removed  by  Emet  'cks ,  yet 
in  a  Peftilence  it  is  dangerous  to  follow 
Inch  praftice  ^  becaufe  the  Malignity,  or 
rather  Kitro-faline  Effluvia ,  vellicate,  the 
Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  and  fo  invert  its 
nervous  Coats,  although  empty,  as  to  bring 
©n  Convulsions  :  And  feme  Perfons  feem 
to  have  their  Stomachs  full,  as  overloaded 

with 
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with  Food,  who  crave  to  be  freed  by* 
Vomiting,  which  it  is  by  no  Means  fafe 
to  indulge  them  in,  becaufe  fuch  a  Senfa- 
tion  of  Fulnefs  proceeds  only  from  the 
peffilehtial  Pdyfon  vellicating  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  while  the  Stbmach  is  it  felf  free 
from  Food,;  dr  bad  Humours  j  but  what 
further  concerns  this  Matter,  will  come  td 
be  further  confidered  under  the  Cure  of 
Symptoms. 

MOREOVER,  Purges  are  juflly  reck- 
oned  among#  Medicines  of  great  Efficacy  • 
but  whether  or  no  they  are  to  be  ufed 
in  the  Cafe  before  us,  is  a  Difficulty^  and 
full  of  Cdntroverfy  among#  Phyficians  y 
and  indeed  the  Varieties  in  peifilential 
Difeafes,  the  Differences  of  Conffitutionsj' 
the  various  Complication  of  Circum#ances,; 
the  Uncertainty  of  Seafbns,  &c.  do  make 
it  impoffible  to  give  any  general  Rules 
hereupon  •,  wherefore  I  fhall  go  no  further 
than  what  my  own  Practice  hath  enabled 
me  to  judge  concerning  it.' 

t 

I 

A  Turgefcency  dr  Diftemperature  of 
Humours  do  certainly  call  for  an  Evacu¬ 
ation  this  Way  *  that  is,  when  the  Hu¬ 
mours  are  troublefome  more  by  their 

Quantity 


of  the  hie  IPeft Hence'.  \6i 
Quantity  than  any  ftimulating  Quality-'* 
when  therefore  the  Conftitution  is  not 
able  to  conquer  fuch  a  Burthen,  neither 
by  Digeftion  nor  Expulfton,  Cathartic  ks 
are  certainly  neeeifary  to  help  away  the 
Load,  and  elpecially  if  a  Perfon  hath  been 
before  eating  to  Excefs. 

BUT  if  this  Evacuation  be  delated  till 
the  Juices  have  received  the  peftilential 
Taint,  the  Humours  are  then  rather  to  be 
depurated,  then  purged  away  by  Cathar¬ 
tic  ks  ^  and  it  is  certainly  better  to  trull  to 
the  Strength  of  Nature,  when  Things  are 
gone  lo  far,  to  do  the  Work  her  own  Way  : 
And  whether  or  no  the  Blood  is  too  much 
fufed,  or  (according  to  feme)  coagulated, 
purging  Medicines  are  certainly  to  be  a- 
voided  j  for  in  the  fir  ft  Cafe  they  fur¬ 
ther  agitate  and  fufe  the  Blood,  beftdes  the 
Hazard  of  breaking  open  fuch  Veftels  as 
may  not  without  gr^at  Difficulty  be  again 
clofed  ♦  the  fame  Medicines  are  alfo  hurt¬ 
ful  in  the  Blood’s  Coagulation,  becauie  they 
evacuate  only  the  ferous  Parts,  and  leave 
the  Remainder  more  vile  id  and  tenacious, 
whereby  Obftufttions  are  rendred  more 
perverie  and  unconquerable,  and  the  ftag- 
nant  Matter  without  a  PoftibiBty  of  Di- 

M  lution, 
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Jutioiv  and  Reftitution  to  its  priftine  State 
of  Fluidity,  as  alfo  more  ftrongly  inclofing 
the  peftilential  Poifoa  at  the  fame  Time^ 
it  is  alfo  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  in  lb 
great  an  Agitation  the  morbiEck  Venom 
may  be  drawn  to  the  Bowels,  and  Sphace¬ 
lation  follow  thereupon. 

THAT  Purging  may  be  alfo  pra£Hfed 
with  Succefs,  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  carefully  to  be  confulted,  for  where 
the  Spirits  are  low,  or  deficient,  it  may 
not  only  prove  uafafe,  but  fatal }  and  where 
the  Bowels  are  extreamly  Simulated  by 
the  Cathartick,  and  the  Humours  greatly 
put  into  Fufion  by  its  rarifying  Qualities, 
they  will  be  apt  to  pafs  off  in  too  large 
a  Profufion. 

* 

WHAT  can  a  Perfon  likewile  expe£t 
to  do  with  a  Cathartick,  in  Diforders  of 
the  Splits  ?  It  certainly  appears  to  me 
more  likely  to  purge  away  all  the  Humours 
of  the  Body,  than  re-kindle  the  Spirits  that 
are  oppreifed,  cloudy,  and  almoft  extinH, 
by  fuch  Means  ^  and  further,  as  the  .Sub- 
tilty  ot  the  peftilential  Poifon  inclines  it 
rather  to  elcape  by  the  TuperEcial  Pores,* 
than  the  larger  Emunflories,  this  Me¬ 
thod 
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a..  .  ^ 

thcd  is  contrary  to  that  natural  Tendency 
calling  it  back  again  from  the  Circum¬ 
ference  to  the  Center  ^  I  cannot  imagine 
what  they  propofe,  who  even  repeat  in 
thefe  Cafes  their  purging  Medicines,  until 
they  bring  both  intolerable  Pains,  and 
Gripings  into  the  Bowels,  and  Sphacelations, 
as  beforementioned,  ? 

BUT  if  after  all  ConfiderationS  any  Per- 
fon  thinks  it  proper  to  purge,  it  ought  to 
be  certainly  done  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Infection,  and  with  fomewhat  that  operates 
fpeedily  ^  and  to  which  Purpofe  thoie  in 
Liquid  Forms  anfwer  beft,  as  for  Example ; 

Aej*  Angelica  fimph  Tartariz^ata  ^  ij.  Syr. 
de  [find  Cervind  §  j.  Elix.  fr  opr  let  at  is  Crollii  vel 
Antipeftilentialis  9  j.  &  inter dum  5  /?.  diiTolvb 
falls  abfynthii  gr.  viij.  M.  S.  Fiat  haufius  bora 
commodd ,  &  typo  remitten  do  dan  dm* 

A  Solution  alfb  of  Til*  Buffi  from  ?S  /.  to 
Z  j.  may  be  made  in  Marigold  Water ,  by  thofe 
who  like  that  better.  They  who  pleale’ 
like  wife  may  ufe  the  following : 

Extract*  Pilularum  Buffi  3  ij.  re  fin  zalapii 
9  ji  trccbifc .  de  rhabarb.  Z  j*  gum*  ammoniaci 

M  %  in 
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in  aceto  fcillit.  foluti  3  }■  fatis  Tartar! ,  abfynrbu 
ana  gr»  viij.  cum  tintl*  “Theriacali  f  fiat  maffay 
e  cujm  3  j-  conglohentur  pilule  vij,  vef  viij.  Dof 
in  confHtutione  athletic  a  ad  3  ij»  fir  out  medico 

vifum  fucr it  vtfriandfl* 

IN  a  Difeafe  that  will  admit  of  no 

,  .  >  g  -  .  ^  V 

Delay,  it  is  bed  to  evacuate  but  little,  yet 
that  not  ilowly  ^  fo  that  the  morbid  Hu¬ 
mours  may  be  expelled  at  the  hrft  Seizure, 
before  they  have  received  the  peftilential 
Taint,  and  before  its  Virulence  hath  reach¬ 
ed  to  the  whole.  Mafs  of  Fluids  :  For  it 
is  certain  that  no  Digeftion?  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  in  this  Cafe,  and  therefore  can  there 
be  no  Room  for  Alterants  or  Dige fives :  But 
when  the  Body  is  very  coitive,  I  judge  it 
moil  convenient  and  lafe  to  do  this  with 
Suppositories. 

B  fj  T  all  Authors  and  praSHcal  Phyftci- 
ans  agree  in  this,  to  throw  out  the  pefti¬ 
lential  Malignity  as  foon  as  poilible  ^  which 
is  expeditiouily  and  furprizingly  done  by 
Alexifharmich  •  and  to  thefe,  as  foon  as  the 
nelly  is  loolned,  Recourfe  mu  ft  fpeedily 
be  had,  as  to  a  facred  Refuge :  And  there 
is  fuen  Plenty  or  Remedies  of  this  kind7 
lii-U  Nature  feems  to  have  had  more  than 
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mi  ordinary  Indulgence  and  Forecaft,  In 
providing  againfl  this  deffruaive  Enemy  of 
Mankind}  nor  hath  the  medicinal  Art  been 
likewife  wanting  in  fupplying  us  with  ma¬ 
ny  Preparations  of  Simples,  that  are  power¬ 
ful  againfl:  fb  grievous  a  Deftroyer,  But 
in  this  great  Choice  it  behoves  us  to  deleft 
thofo  which  are  moil  efficacious  }  for  this 
Diiteraper,  which  is  certainly  the  moil  ty¬ 
rannical  of  any  that  befets  a  humane  Body, 
may  be  feme  times  conquered  in  its  In¬ 
fancy,  which  when  got  to  a  Head,  is  not 
to  be  managed  by  the  greateft  Efforts  of 
humane  Skill. 

.  ;  -  -  >■  *  >  •  y  :■  g  <\  '  *  •  ■-  ,/r 

j  >  f  “  T 

AMONGST  the  Simples  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  to  begin  with  the  Vegetable, 
Virginian  Snake  Root ,  when  freih  and  fragrant, 
is  the  moft  efficacious }  infomuch  indeed 
that  I  have  often  admired,  that  fuch  great 
Virtue  ihould  refide  in  fuch  minute  Fibres, 
‘having  a  Tail:  very  pungent,  and  a  quick 
aromatic k  Scent,  and  difeovering  fomewhat 
wonderful  and  almoit  fupernatural  }  fo  that 
it  defervedly  is  accounted  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  and  generous  Diaphoretick  and  Alexir 
j  f karmick  for  expelling  the  peflilential  Poi- 
t  ion.  Its  Dofe,  finely  powdered,  is  from 
i  gr*  iv.  or  yi.  to  3  ij.  in  any  proper  Vehicle, 

M  3  .dye 


1  66  Concerning  the  Cure 

due  Regard  being  had  to  the  Strength  and 

Age  of  the  Patient. 

THE  next  Place  is  juftly  given  to  the 
Contrayerva-Boot ,  from  which  alfo  a  com¬ 
pound  Medicine,  which  I  lhall  hereafter 
defcribe,  is  admirably  contrived:  The 
Dole  of  this  in  fine  Powder  is  from  9  i.  to 
3  i.  in  Angelica ,  or  Scordium  Water,  or  in 
Wine,  &c. 

THERE  are  other  Roots  like  wile 
which  daily  Experience  hath  taught  us 
to  be  very  good  for  the  fame  Purpofes 7 

and  with  which,  as  Occafon  requires,  ma- 

) 

ny  valuable  Compounds  are  formed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  eife£fc  that  with  a  united  Force 
which  they  could  not  do  fingly ;  in  this 
Oafs  are  the  Roots  of  Angelica ,  Scor^oneray 
Butterbur 7  Afafierwort ,  Tormentily  Zedoary7 
Garlirhy  Ellcamfaney  Valerian ,  Birthwort  y 
Gentian ,  Bittany ,  and  many  others,  which 

w 

any  Perfon  that  loves  Variety  may  find 
in  proper  Authors. 

BUT  even  Gratitude  obliges  -me  not 
-  to  omit  faying  fomewhat  of  Ginger ,  which 
I  have  prefcribed  both  in  the  Root  pow¬ 
dered,  and  candied,  many  Times  with  great 

Sue- 


of  the  late  (FV ft  Hence,  i  6j 

Siuccefs,  for  it  is  very  powerful  both  to 
raife  a  breathing;  Sweat,  and  defend  the 

•  o  j  j  f( 

Spirits  again.ft  the  Peftilential  Impreffion. 

i 

FROM  thefe  Roots  may  be  made  Ex¬ 
tracts,  either  with  Spirit  of  Wine  or  Vi¬ 
negar  •  for  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  the 
more  fubtii  Particles  collected  together, 
and  divefted  of  their  gro  fer  and  unprofit¬ 
able  Parts,  become  more  efficacious  in  Me„ 
dicinal  Cafes. 

THE  Leaves  of  Vegetables  moff  ufec| 
in  PraCtice,  are  Scordium ,  Rue ,  Sage,  V'eronica, 
Dragon,  the  lejfer  Centaury ,  Scabious ,  Pimpl- 
nel ,  Mary  golds  and  Baum ,  and  from  which, 
on  Occafion,  are  feveral  FormuU  contrived. 

r 

GOOD  Vehicles  to  waih  down  and 
facilitate  the  taking  more  efficacious  Me¬ 
dicines,  are  made  of  the  Waters  diitilled 
from  thole  Herbs  while  they  are  frefh 
and  fragrant  (having  not  yet  loft  their 
volatile  Salt  *,)  for  thofe  which  are  com¬ 
monly  kept  for  Ornament  in  the  Shops 
are  inftpid,  and  of  little  or  no  Worth. 

A  Clyffus  alfb  of  the  fame  Herbs  is 
preferrable  to  the  Waters,  made  after 
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this  Manner,  let  a  Quantity  of  Water 
he  drawn  from  the  green  and  fuccuient 
Plant,  and  the  Juice  be  expreffed  from  ano¬ 
ther  Parcel  of  the  fame  Herb,  and  depu¬ 
rated  by  handing  •,  let  then  both  be  evapo¬ 
rated  to  the  Confidence  of  Honey ,  and 
from  it  a  Tinfture  drawn  with  fome 
more  diftilled  Water  and  a  little  Spi> 
rjt  of  Wine,  which  is  again  by  Eva¬ 
poration  to  be  reduced  into  an  Exfraft  • 
alfo  from  the  dryed  Plant  draw  its  eiTential 
Oil,  and  from  the  Refidium  after  Diflillation 
the  Salt.  Of  the  Extract  take  3  iv.  of  the  Salt 
gf,  and  of  the  Oil  50  drops,  and  mix  them 
together,  where  let  them  lie  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  more  intimately  with  one  another. 
The  infpiffated  Juices  likewife  of  theft 
Ingredients  are  of  good  EffeCl,  and  in  the 
Winter,  DecoCHons  may  coveniently  be 
made  of  them  for  the  fame  medical  Pur¬ 
ports  and  further,  that  the  Remedies  in  this 
Cafe  may  be  yet  the  more  efficacious,  they 
may  be  joined  with  Alkaline- -Salts  diffolved 
in  a  proper  Menfiruum :  For  by  this  Means 
the  1  one  of  the  Stomach  will  be  ffrength- 
ened.  Putrefaction  will  be  prevented,  the 
n'tro-faline  Effluvia  will  be  refilled,  or  at 
leaf!  precipitated,  and  a  Diaphorejis  pro¬ 
moted* 
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SOME  Berries  are  alfo  of  great  Ufe 
in  Pra&ice*  as  the  Powder  of  Ivy-Berries 
given  to  the  Quantity  of  one  pram  in  two 
Parts  of  Elder  Vinegar,  and  one  Part  of 
White-Wine  ,  the  Spirit  like  wile  drawn  from 
Elder- Berries  would  do  the  fame  in  a  Dole 
of  g  iij.  or  giv.  the  Spirit  of  Juniper  Berries 
given  to  §  i.  a  Spirit  drawn  from  green 
Walnuts,  with  Treacle-Water,  as  alio  from 
the  Seeds  of  Carduus,  Citrons ,  8c c.  had 
likewile  their  due  Recommendations  in 

*  J  -  •  r 

powerfully  promoting  Sweat. 

BUT  I  know  nothing  among!!  the 
Simples  that  hath  fo  obtained,  for  Ages  to¬ 
gether,  as  the  Oriental  Be^oar,  and  which 
ftill  hath  fo  great  a  Name:,  yet  without 
having  any  Inclination  to  contradict  a  re¬ 
ceived  Opinion,  1  have  been  fo  confirmed 
by  a  Multitude  of  Trials,  that  the  Truth 
*  will  fpeak  for  it  felf,  which  manifeftly 
denies  its  Virtues  to  be  at  all  equivalent 
to  its  Value:  And  I  have  really  given 
it  in  Powder  many  times  to  40  or  50 
Grains,  without  any  manner  of  EffeCt ; 
and  I  dare  affirm  that  the  Beuoax  with  which 
I  made  thefe  Trials  was  genuine. 

THE 

f*  *•  J"  -  .  %  •* 


« 7©  Concerning  the  Cure 

THE  Powder  alfb  of  an  XJnieorris  Horn^ 
fo  much  cried  up  for  an  Antidote,  never 
anfwered  any  good  Expectations,  although 
I  had  fever al  Dozes  of  it  given  me  by  a 
Merchant,  on  purpofe  to  try  its  Virtues : 
But  that  which  would  cure  Pidgeons, 
Fowls,  Cats  and  Dogs,  from  Arfenical  Poi- 
fons,  as  the  worthy  Gentleman  allured  me 
that  did,  had  yet  no  Efficacy  againft  the 
peftilential  Virulence  :  Yet  if  it  was  not 
controverted  to  this  very  Day,  whether  or 
no  there  is  fpeh  an  Animal  in  Being  as  an 
Vnicorn  j  and  it  flipuld  moreover  be  grant¬ 
ed  that  the  Flora  hath  thefe  flupendious 
Virtues »  the  Price  of  it  would  make  it  pur- 
chafeable  only  by  the  Rich  ^  whereas  in  this 
dreadful  Calamity  the  Populace  were  chiefly 
JnfeCledj  and  therefore  cheap  and  common 
Medicines  fhould  be  contrived  for  them 
by  the  Phyficians  j  in  the  Number  of  which, 
firft  occur  the  Troches  of  Vipers,  given  to  the 
Quantity  of  3  iv.  in  compound  Scordium 
W ater,  or  the  volatile  Salt  of  pipers  given  to 
o  fs.  in  the  fame  Vehicle.  A  very  worthy 
Perfon  fent  us  from  Neve- England  fome  Tro¬ 
ches  made  of  the  Fleih  of  a  Rattle-Snake y 
from  which  I  found  more  Succefs  amongft 
the  Sick,  than  thofe  we  commonly  have 
here.  J  THE 


THE  Powder  of  Toads  was  likewile 
prodigioufly  extolled  by  every  Body^  hut 
I  found  more  Succefs  in  Spirits  of  Hart  floor 

■4 

given  from  9  ij.  to  '5  i.  in  Plague-water. 

»  * 

A  Youth  was  feized  with  a  great  Diffi- 
culty  of  Breathing,  the  Arteries  hardly 
beat,  and,  in  ihort,  all  Things  leem’d  to 
befpeak  him  in  his  lafb  Moments  *,  I  pre- 
fcribed  him  Z  i.  of  the  forementioned  Spi¬ 
rits  in  g  iij.  of  compound  Scordium  Water  * 
but  the  Symptoms  continuing  obftinate,  I 
again  repeated  the  fame  in  three  Hours 
Time  with  Addition  of  9  i.  more  •  and  five 
Blifters  were  alio  forthwith  applied,  after 
which  in  about  half  an  Hour,  he  began  to 
move  his  Limbs,  and  recolleft  himfelf,  as 
if  rifen  from  the  Dead :  but  at  laft  when 
all  Things  were  hopeful,  there  appeared 
a  Difcolourat’on  upon  one  of  his  Legs, 
where  a  Blifter  had  been  raifed,  with  a 
Lofs  of  Senfe  very  near  to  a  Sphacelation  • 
upon  this  the  affefted  Part  was  deeply  fca ri¬ 
fled  and  then  fomented,  which,  with  a 
Repetition  of  the  fame  Draught  twice  in 
a  Day,  by  the  Bleffing  of  Heaven,  again 
refored  every  Thing  into  a  hopeful  Way. 
for  this  Spirit  is  pf  fuch  a  fiery  Nature, 

A 
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that  it  immediately  difperfes  through  the 
whole  Body  •,  and  on  Account  of  its  great 
Volatility,  helps  to  encounter  with,  and 
corre£i  the  faline,  malignant  Quality  of  the 
Fehilence  :  But  I  need  fay  no  more  than 
that  it  is  the  moft  powerful  Diaphoretick 
that  can  be  given  in  any  Difeafe  what- 
foever. 

WHENSOEVER  Things  are  brought 
to  Extremity,  fame  have  Recourfe  to 
Mineral  Preparations,  in  Order  to  drive 
out  the  Peftilcnce  by  mere  Force  ^  amongif 
which  the  chief  are  Mineral  Bez.oary  Sulphur 
Auratuw,  and  Aurum  Vita^  See.  the  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  which  are  tp  be  met  with  in  chy- 
mical  Writers. 

r  - 

1  am  fearful  indeed  of  being  too  prolix 
in  the  Enumeration  of  Remedies  under 
this  Clafs:,  although  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  fome  Simples  prudently  chofen  may 
fingly  encounter  a  Feftilence  with  Succefs, 
as  well  as  feme  other  Difeafes :  But  be- 
caule  this  Evil  is  uiiially  attended  with  f© 
many  Complications,  the  Contrivances  to 
joppofe  it  fhould  alfo,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  be  equally  and  proportionably  com¬ 
plicated  ,  and  all  Forces  drawn  up  in  Battle 

againft 
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againft  it  with  full  Fronts  in  Order  to  be 
equal  to  the  Encounter.  To  this  Purpoft 
fome  of  the  Sons  of  Efculapius  have  invented 
manifold  Compofitions ;  and  fome  of  them 
fo  prolix,  as  if  they  intended  a  Sacrifice 
of  an  Hecatomb  to  appeafe  the  Severity  of 
this  tyrannical  Deflroyer* 

f  .  ■  .  r  >  »;  ,  •  -  . 

I T  would  be  entirely  foreign  to  otir 
Bufinefs  here,,  to  ex  trad  all  the  Medicines 
which  ibme  Writers  abound  with  for  this 
End  y  and  it  is  our  Bufinefs  here  only  to 
take  Notice  of  thofe  which  were  made 
Ule  of  with  Succefs  in  the  late  Sicknefe  1 

y 

and  in  this  Performance  both  Gratitude  and 
Duty  oblige  me  to  begin  with  fuch  as 
were  ordered  by  the  College 7  amongft  which 

J0 

firft  occurs  their  PI  ague -water, 

Badicy  tormentiPuz ,  angelica ,  foeoniay  z^edca- 
riay  g lycirrhizja ,  helenii  ana  3  f.  foL  Salvia T 
Chelidoniay  rutay  fummitat :  rorifmarini ,  abjynthii^ 
toy  is  foils ,  artemifiay  pimpinelUy  dracunculiy  fca*> 
biofay  aarimoniay  meli[fay  cardmy  betomcay  cen* 
taurii  min.  fol.  &  fiof-  calendula  ana  Ad  i.  (alii 
addunt  flor,  pap  averts  err  at:  paralyf.  ana  p.  iij.) 
inci  ay  &  contufa  infundantur  per  triduum  in 
lib.  viij.  vin.  aih.  opt.  dein  F.  cant  a  dlftillatio  cF. 
liquor  ufui  refervetur :  But  here  it  is  by 

the 
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the  Way  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Peftilence  the  medicinal  Forms 
are  not  to  be  pompoufly  contrived  with  a 
long  Catalogue  of  Ingredients,  but  carefully 
adapted  in  every  Refpeft  to  the  Circum* 
fiances  and  Exigencies  of  the  Infected.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Water  is 
by  no  Means  indifferently  to  be  given  to 
all  y  or  to  every  one  in  the  fame  Manner  $ 
as  for  Inftance,  not  at  all  to  Women  under 
their  menflrual  Purgations,  leaft  it  ihould 
provoke  them  to  flow  too  immoderately  } 
nor  is  it  to  be  allowed  to  Women  with 
Child,  for  Fear  of  Mifcarriage. 


MOREOVER  the  College  hath  appro- 
priated  other  Medicines  for  the  fame  Endsj 
From  which  we  may  extraft  the  following  : 


Diafcordiiy  vel  Adithridatii  o  j.  vel  ^  f, 
fiat  dijfolutio  in  lib .  fi.  pojfetala  alter  at  a  cum 
fartibm  aq.  vini  albi ,  &  aceti  oft .  Adi  fee  detur 
kuce  fotio  fervefa&a3  agro  flragulis  bene  cooferto ; 
Or, 


]jl  Radio .  Angelica  §  ij.  torment  Hi  a  §  j.  in * 
fufsy  Cr  decodis  in  aq .  font .  q.  f  ad  tertia  f . 
confumftionern ,  adde  fucci  limonum  §  iij.  vel 
aceti  J  j  f.  bibat  corrcftfrs  g  vij,  vel  viij.  hujm 
af  clematis  calefabH  ;  Or,  VJ.  Senn 


f 
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Sem.  patafitidis  9  j.  fern*  citri  gr .  xxvj. 
tuchianelU  9  fl.  caphura  gr .  xij.  mifce,  fiat  fulvis , 
hauftu  aq.  cardui ,  calendula,  vel  fcordii  fu~ 
mendm .  Or, 

•\  •  j 

Expreffionem  fiercoris  vaccini  retentis  in 
aceto  acerrimo  infufi  ad  cochl.  vij.  t/*/  viij.  Or* 

Therlaca  Andrew.  9  ij.  El  eft.  de  ovo  vulg „ 
^  /.  diffolutione  in  haufiu  pojfetala  cardu « 

/wt/e,  bibatur  c  ale  fa  ft  a  expeflando  fu •* 
doris  exundcitionem . 

W  E  fhall  hereafter  come  to  take  Notice 
of  thofe  Medicines  which  by  the  College  were 
contrived  for  the  Poor,  now  therefore  take 
thofe  which  by  daily  Experience  were  found 
of  moil:  Efficacy,  and  deferv£  to  ftand  fir  ft 
on  that  Account. 

‘  A  Compound  Anti-pejlilentid  Deception. 

VZ  Radic.  Scorzonera ,  petafitidis  ana  5  v.  an* 
gelca,  torment  ilia  C,  C.  C.  ana  g  j.  fol.  Scordii , 
ul  maria,  me  tiff  a  ana  M).  flor .  calendula ,  bor - 
rag.  ana  M  fs.  bacc.  juniper  i,  hedera  ana  J  j, 
fem.  citri  3  ij.  coriandri  prap  3.  j.  is.  caricas  nu~ 
mere  iijV  incifa ,  &  prap*  in  duabus  p.  aqu.  font* 


..  *.  *  - —  — . 
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&  tertia  p.  acetl  opt.  infundantur ,  cfr  dccoquan 
tury  fub  finem  addon  do  glycyr.  taleolat)m  fecit, 
g  j,  in  exprefionis  lib.  iij.  dijfolve  theriaca  An¬ 
ar  om.  g  iij.  nitri  purijfmi  3  iij-  &  adms.  in± 
terdurn  Spir.  Vitrioli ,  vel  Sulph.  gut t as  aliquot  ad 
levlufcuUm  aciditatem.  Sometimes  alfo  we 

add  hereunto  Syrup  of  the  Juice  of  Citrons , 
or  Baum  ;  but  when  Matters  are  in  the  ut^ 
molt  Hazard,  the  Patient’s  Life  is  more 
to  be  confulted  than  his  Palate  and  all 

Sugars  we  often  omit,  as  they  are  both  a 

Load  upon  the  Medicin’s  Operation,  and 
in  no  wife  fit  for  a  Stomach  affefled  with 
a  Contagion.  The  Dole  of  this  DecoHion 
is  from  8  to  10  Spoonfuls  every  4  Hours. 

*  ?  ■  \  1,  |  *  ,  i  f  i 

An  A l exherd  Water. 

c  _vv  •  T  .  '  ’  -  <  ;  •  \i  t  .  *  .  ; 

-  .  a.  v.  "  •  -  -  ;  '  \  -  4  v  •  -  *  v  .  •  ^  *  -* 

5^  Eadic.  Contrayervd  gj.(  fcorz,onera  hijpatn 
angelica  ana  g  j.  /?.  fol.  Scordii  galega  ana  Adi ij* 
fl.  rof.  rubr.  calendula  ana  p.  iij.  raf.  C.  C.  ebon's 
ana  g  j.  bacc.  juniper i±  hedera  ana  g  ij.  in  aceto 
Jambucino  per  triduum  macerat :  dibtamni  crenel 3 
cortic .  limonum  ana  g  j.  face,  melijfe ,  car  duly 
angelica  ana  lit),  fi.  acetl  opt.  lib.  ij.  diftilla  in 
organ  is  humiliorihw  poj}.  deb .  infufionem.  Or, 

*  V  ■*  *  *  *  i  *  i  *  V  t,  a 

§£  Succ.  Scordii ,  acetofa  ana  lib .  j.  galega  lib * 
is.  jucc .  Inmntim ,  #rcv/  opt .  /?L  j.  theriac . 

An  dr  cm. 
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from .  §  iij.  digcre  dr  diftilla  Dof  ad  cochL 
tj.  vel  viij. 


,  t 


Dr, 


.  *  1  . 

Aqua  AlexiterU  lib .  ij.  theridc*  Ahdrom 

§  iij.  Elect,  de  ovo  §  j.  digere 9  jilt/ a 5  G?*  &/#£ 
fervay  Dof.  ad  cochL  vj.  vd  viij.  phialam  a™ 
gitandoi 

Or* 

5^  Summit  abfynthiji  rut  a  ana  M  j.  Scordii , 
dracunculi  ana  M  iij.  fambuc.  lib.  iii. 

diftilla  in  veficf  turn  in  liquor e  dljfolve  falls 
fraxinij  car  dull  y  vel  Scordii  Vitriol  at.  3  iij.  Dof 
ad  cochl.  iv.  vel  v.  efficaciter  elicit  fudorem 
hac  Aqua. 


nvv. 


^  Treacle  Water . 


Radic.  Afari  Virgin.  §  fs.  contirayerva  §  j» 
tormentilUy  f cor  non.  petafttidis  ana  §  j.  p. 
ear  duly  calendula y  angelica y  citri  ana  3  iij. 

pr^p.-  ajfunde  fpin  viniy  aceti  opt.  ana  lib.  Is. 
dijfolve  theriac.  Ven .  lib.  IS.  OTfj  ying. 

3  ij.  ra.yce  indantur  organ  is  vitrei  s$  dr  pofl  othidu - 
/&p<?r  cineres  digeftiofjemy  diftillay  in  rojlro 
Alembici  fuftendendo  caphura  3  iij.  Dof  ad 
Cochl.  vi  vel  vj. 

N 
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•  ■*'  >v  ■)  &i\  v  Vi  '•  1  '  A  '■ s>> 

Diaphoretic  k  Oil*  • 

Satis  jfbjynthiiy  vet  Scordiiy  Jive  Hut  A  §  ip 
flor.  Sulphur  is  tery  quaterve  fublimat.  ^  j.  el.  Ju- 
viperi  lib.  j.  invicem  mifc. ,  p?r  biduum  cal  ore 
mediocri  f  bene  ocelufa  re linquey  dein  per  Fetortam 
difilllUy  etiam  altera  vice  diflillay  digerendo  per 
biduumy  addenda  falls  abfynthij  g  j.  Dof  ad 
cochl.  unumy  vel  duoy  ex  aq.  angelica y  vel  fcordiiy 
faccharatdy  ad  olei  V.  a.  e.  Commixtionem . 

..  :1  .effi  v-.\  j.i  .  •  j  ( 

An  Alexipharmick  Vinegar • 

*  «  ev,  -  t  , 

»^t£  i.,  .  t:  -  \  i  •••  .  .*  '•>  __  •■■  ■ 

M  Fadic.  Sc  or  scon.  Hi  [pan.  Chelidonia  mai.  ana 

.  __  -  *  ;  5  '  ••  0.  i  .  }■  .  it  v  .  . 

§  ij-.  contrayerva  §  i.  angelica y  t or ment ilia  ana 
§  i.  p.  foL  fcordiiy  mclijfey  feabiofe  ana  M  ij.- 
fummit.  Rutap.1}.  diStamni  cret.$&fs*flor.  fam* 
buciy  calendula  ana  p.  iij.  gr.  Junip.  §  ij.  raf.  C.  C. 
eh  or  is  ana  §  j.  fern.  rutay  carduiy  cit-ri  ana  3  ij« 
fortulaca  3  v.  cinam.  opt,  g  fs.  caryophyll.  3  iij. 
Theriac .  Androm.  lib.  Is.  quibus  f.  a.-  prap.  af- 
funde  Aceti  ex  vin.  albe  acerrimi  lib.  V.  vitro  opt, 
obturato  digere  per  triduumy  bisy  terve  de  die  con - 
cptiaffandoy  turn  c ante  diftillay  fufpenfis  camphor a y  & 
croci  ana  3  ij.  in  rofiro  Alcmb*  Dof  ad  cochL 
t*  vel  vj.  • 

BUT 
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BUT  liiffidently  of  thefe  j  from  whence 
it  is  ealie  for  any  one  to  gather,  why  liquid 
Medicines,,  and  efpecially  when  warmed^ 
are  preferrable  to  others  in  the  Form  of 
Boles  or  Electuaries  j  that  is,  becaufe  of  their 
more  expeditious  and  more  effe£tual  Ope- 
rations. 

ts  VJ  <  ’  4-  ‘  V.. 

BUT  becaxile  many  of  the  Inferred  have 

a  Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  an  Inclination 

to  vomit,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  Over- 
* 

load  of  Eating  and  Drinking  occafions.  Me¬ 
dicines  in  folid  Forms  fuit  bed:  with  inch, 
as  they  are  ncft:  fo  eafily  thrown  up,  and 
adhere  better  to  the  Sides  of  the  Stomach : 
Of  this  Kind  we  have  the  following  Com- 
pofition,  which  at  taking  may  be  made 
into  Boles  of  5  ij.  each  adding  thereunto 
Salt  of  Cardum ,  or  Wormwood  3  j.  or  more  or 
lefs  according  to  the  Exigency  of  Sym* 
*  ptoms. 

if  v 

-  s  •  '  ^  '  r  t  1*  *  ' 

_  <  *  »  .» '  •  '  *■  .  .  •  *  '  •  i  *  -  ‘  l 

££  Elect,  de  ovo  miner  alls  ^  j.  theriac .  Androm » 
^  f.  pulu  »  ferpentarU  virgin .  5  V.  cuchianelU  5  iij. 
troci  pulveriz..  5  /.  cum  Syr.  e  fucco  meliffophylL 
vt l  citrf  coagmemetur  maffd. 
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Tbs  famous  Sir  Theodore  MayerneS 
Eledluarium  de  Ovo. 

v  •  •-*  -  •*  * 

Ovum'  Vulgar  Iter  ut  In  Tharmacopcsia  Lon- 
d'inenii  frap.  de /  quo  fume ,  dr  fern*  fmapiosy 
vel  eruca  dna  f}  l.  Antidoti  Saxonica  §  ft,  la- 
pidis  prunella  o  v.  Antimonii  diaphoret.  fixiftimiy 
&  croci  metallorum  Jimul  uftorum  5  iij-  pulv. 

e*  ■  * 

fcordih  ruttij  TLedoarU  ana  6  ij.  ft,  Ttieriaca  ven, 
vcteri$%  iv.  thilonii  Turneri  9vij.  gr.  ij. 
f?r  cum  fpir,  Thtr'iac.  3  iij*  dr  mellis  de  fpu- 

*  ‘  »  •  >i  *  ^\_ 

mati  q.  f,  Fiat  EleFL  molle ,  Dof.  ad  9  iv.  vel 
3  -7}.  corroborand.  adjicienao  cor  da ,  dr  jecinor a 
vj.  viper  arum  v.  a.  e,  prap,  But  it  is  to  be 
obferved  in  this  likewife,  as  in  other  An¬ 
tidotes,  that  a  long  Fermentation  of  the 
Ingredients  together  in  a  Mafs  is  very  ne- 
ceiTary,  becaufe  by  that  Means  they  more 
intimately  mix  with  one  another. 

■>'  ’*  ,r  :  (  *  •  <  •  A  l  \ 

BUT  if  the  Body  be  too  open,  the 
tapis  Contrayerva  is  very  fuitable,  and  ’tia 
thus  made  : 

•  o  j  .  >  ,v  c  ■  n  ■.  .n  - 

I  *  » 

FI  Fulv.  radk.  contrayerva  ref.  ^  ).  f erven - 
tana  virgin,  5  ij.’  ft.  ext  raft.  radio.  Angelica, 
ferment  ilia  ana  3  ij.  pulv*  C,  C,  fhilo fophice  calc  in, 
,  .  chela-rum 
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ehelarv.m  Conor orum  prop.  fulv.  Coral!,  rubr.  ana 
Ant  imam  i  Dtkphont.  vel  form  Diafhor . 
fiovu  3  iij.  cuchianclU  3  fi-  creci  9  j.  (alitpd 
addwit  lafid.  bez^car.  orien.  9  ij.)  ambrot  gryfi* 
9  fi.  cum  gelatind  jpoliorum  fierfentum ,  vel  C.  C . 
fngantur  globuli  fi.  a.  exiccandiy  Dofi.  ad  9  ij. 
j  vel  3  )•  i  vehiculo  idcrieo-  See . 

I  •-  '  -  \  .  >  •  ;  -  t 

■  .  v  •  -*  '  ■*  ..  .  -  *  .  -  •;  ‘  ‘  ~  -*  *  - 


FOR  the  fame  Purpofe  alfo  is  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Orvictan  thus  compounded,  and  given 
3  ij.  at  a  Dofe. 


r\  r  r 


Cardui  bened.  totiiu  cup  at  or  ii  mai.  &  min* 
ana  §  fi.  fcordii ,  arifiolochia  Utriufique  ana  3  T. 
<viperina7  h.  e.  echii ,  gentianfiy  bacc.  Jitnif.  hi- 
fi  or t<z  ana  %  j.  bacc.  lauri?  torment  UUy  diclamni 
albi  ana  5  fi.  carlimt ,  angelica  ana  g  ).  fi.  rhabarb . 
pmperatdrUy  ficorz.cn.  hi  (pan.  valerian  a  ana  J  fi. 
morfiws  diabolly  calami  aromat.  ana  §  iv.  Theriac. 
Androm.  opt.  §  iij.  cor'da ,  &  jecinora  12  vife - 
rarumy  terantkr  termda  fiubtil'ffimey  &  cum  fi. 
q.  mcllu  defpumati  fiat  Elctt.  per  tres  menfies  fier-r 
mentand . 

;  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  and 
the  like  Medicines,  whether  Galenical  or 
Spagyricdy  which  cannot  be  prepared  as  foon 
as  AJparagm  can  be  boiled,  ought  to  be  al? 
jvays  in  Readinefs, 

N  3  THf| 
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v  ■ 

a  •  ’  .  '  '  *'  N‘  -  -  '  •  A 

T  H  E  general  Remedies  being  thus  pro¬ 
vided,  the  exaft  Way  of  Living  and  Diet 
comes  to  be  confidered :  And  firft  of  all 

;  1  '  •  ‘  : \  ‘  i  '/  }  *  1  « 

whenfoever  the  Patient  is  taken,  he  mu  ft 
immediately  be  put  to  Bed*,  wherein  we 
have  found  it  much  more  ferviceable  to  be 
covered  with  Blankets,  than  Linen  Sheets, 
becaufe  the  Woollen  much  better  encou¬ 
rages  Sweating,  and  alfo  abforps  it,  and 
keeps  the  Body  cleaner  all  the  while j  for 

j 

Linen  being  not  fuited  to  drink  up  the 
Sweat,  the  Pores  of  the  Body,  at  fuch  Times 
as  open  as  poffible,  will  be  choaked  up  and 
obftrufted  by  the  Moifture  hanging  upon 
the  Skin,  and  giving  alfo  a  Chill inefs  to 
the  Elefh:  To  all  therefore  who  fweat 

*  '  '  -*•  \  '  ’  V: 

thus,  Change  of  Cl  oaths  is  to  be  denied, 
for  the  Patient  takes  Harm  by  clean 

Coverings,  not  fo  much  from  any  pre- 

'  '•* 

Judicial  Quality  of  the  Soap  abounding  in 
them,  (according  to  the  Opinion  of  Dieme- 

hrooecK)  as  from  a  Dampnefs  which  is  in- 

*  'v 

feparable  from  them,  and  the  Approach  of 
Air  which  is  unavoidable  in  the  Shifting  ; 
both  which  will  check  the  Sweating. 

i  -  :  f’Vi  .  «;>  . 

'  r  :  r  i 

'UNLESS  the  Patient  hath  Occaiion 
for  a  Vomit,  or  Purge,  or  a  Clyfter,  imme¬ 
diately 

..  <  •> 


of  the  late  ^Peflilence .  s  %  t 

aiatcly  upon  his  going  to  Bed,  Alexlfhar- 
micks  ought  to  be  given,  and  if  thrown 
up  by  Vomiting,  repeated  until  the  Stomach 
is  ftrengthned,  and  can  retain  them  y  and  J 
have  always  obferved,  that  fuch  FJaufeouE 
nefs  goes  off  as  foon  as  Sweat  breaks  out, 

SOME  indeed  of  a  very  dry  Tempera¬ 
ment,  or  from  a  Confumption  of  their  Hu¬ 
midities  by  the  febrile  Heat,  do  not  eafily 
get  into  a  Sweat  7  fuch  therefore  1  order¬ 
ed  liberally  to  drink  of  a  medicated  PolTet- 
Drink  ”,  in  order  by  this  Means  both  to 
render  the  vifdd  Humours  more  fluid,  and 
contemper  and  aiTwage  the  fever ilh  Heat. 

*  w.  t  >.  j  i  .  '  j  '(  s  *,  Tv'S  •*-. 

THE  Milk  with  which  this  Poffet- 
Drink  was  made,  was  turned  with  two 
Parts  of  Ale,  and  one  Part  of  Vinegar,  in 
which  had  been  boiled  the  Roots  of  Scor- 
sLonera  and  Butter-bur  7  the  Leaves  of  Bamn 9 
*  Scab  his,  and  Wood-forrd ,  the  Flowers  of  Bo¬ 
rage  and  Marygolds  *  the  Rafpings  of  Ivory 
and  Hartshorn,  and  Cardum  .and  .Coriander 
Seeds. 

THESE  Sweats  we  ufed  to  ;keep  up 
for  two  or  three  Hours  at  a  Time,  as  the 
Strength  would  bear  them*,  and  until  the 
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morb'fick  Venom  was  rarified  and  fubtilized, 
fo  as  to  be  exhaled  quite  away  along 
with  the  vifcid  Humours :  Sleep  alfo  was 
induftrioufly  kept  off,  although  fome times, 
through  meer  Wearinefs,  the  Patieiit  would 
drop  into  a  Doze. 

A  S  much  Care,  befides  that  of  Sweating 

them,  was  taken  to  fupport  the  Strength 

and  Spirits  of  the  lnfe&ed,  by  fuch  Ali- 

• 

ments  as  the  Stomach  was  able  to  receive  *, 
for  which  End  I  ordered  them  Bread  foak- 
ed  in  Wine,  poached  Eggs  with  Juice  of 
Citrons ,  Pomegranates,  or  Elder-Vinegar ,  as 
alfo  cordial  Waters,  Broths,  Gellies,  and 
fometimes  alfo  generous  Wines. 

.  * .  ^  *  i  *  «  f  \  .  t- 

THE  Broths  then  ufed  were  made  by 
boiling  in  Chicken-Broth  the  Roots  or  Scor - 
sorter  a  *,  the  Leaves  of  Pimpmel,  Meadow [met, 
Wood-Sorrel ,  Borage ,  Rafpings  of  Hartjhorn, 
and  Dally  Is,  with  a  Piece  of  White  Bread, 
and  a  little  Saffron  tied  in  a  Nodule  ^  and 
the  Fat  was  not  taken  off  unlefs  in  a 

i  *  ... 

Loofnefs  or  Loathing  at  Stomach  :  Of  the 
Uiefulnefs  of  Gold  boiled  in  thefe  Things 
I  have  nothing  to  fay:  Of  this  Broth -was 
alfo  fometimes  Emulfions  made  with  the 
Seeds  of  Citrons,  Plantain ,  blanched  Almonds, 
P car l- Sugar.  MaverneV 


0/  the  lute  $  eft  Hence. 


i 


MayerneV  celebrated  Cordial-water. 


'K  Radic.  carlina  5  v).  zedoap4^  fcorz,oner<e7 
*  u 

imperatoria,  gentian# ,  vincetox .  valerian#}  for-- 
mentilUy  biftcrt#}  petafitid.  dfclamni}  bar  dan#}  pim- 
pinella  totim  ana  J  iv.  foL  cardui ,  oxytriphyfi \ 
fcordiij  ana  fid  V,  ulmari fcabioj #y  tnorfim  dia¬ 
bolic  melijf#}  pentaphylL  menth#7  rut #y  bugloff#^ 
^Lor*  calendula }  hyperici  ana  M  iv.  limones0  gr 
Aurant .  raw  corticibw  ana  numero  XX.  fior .  jfz/~ 
rorifm.  ana  M.  ij.  verve  gin  a  numero 

vj.  corda  viper .  numero  xx.  generofi  Hifpan, 
hH  xx.  infufione  deb.  per  abide  fiat  Difiiliatioi 
cauta  in  B .  hujm  Aq*  Dofi.  ad  cochL  iv,  vel 

V.  dulcor .  (7?  //vz  vifum )  raw  facchari  perL  q.  [. 

BUT  the  Patients  were  kept  from  .Aii- 
meats  of  this  Kind  until  fbme  Relief  was 
found  by  Alexipharmkh  y  and  then  only  fo 
much  was  allowed  of  as  their  Strength  would 
*  admit  of,  for  that  was  to  be  helped,  and 
not  loaded  ^  but  as  they  grew  better,  more 
was  allowed :  Yet  an  Hour  or  two  after 
fuch  Refreshment,  notwithftanding  the  Di- 
Hem  per  feemed  to  be  extinguished,  Alexi ? 
pharmich  were  repeated,  until  all  Sufpicion 
of  its  Remainder  was  removed  :  becaufe 

#  -%  \K  <  *  .  >  i  .  /  1 

fbme« 

t  •  '  1  .  s 
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fometlmes  it  would  on  a  fudden  recruit 

after  it  had  feemed  to  be  quite  gone* 

* 

T  H  E  Infe^ed  were  kept  dole  in  their 

•Beds  the  whole  Time  of  the  Difeafe  $ 

* 

and  thole  who  would  not  be  thus  governed, 
bitterly  repented  of  their  Obftinacy  ^  for 

upon  Checking  a  Dlaphorejls ,  and  Confining 

■*  x 

the  peftilential  Venom,  molt  grievous  Pains 
and  D  borders  enfued  :  And  they  who  were 
delirious,  were  tied  in  their  Beds,  to  prevent 
their  doing  eirther  Injury  to  themfelves,  or 
thole  whp  attended  upon  them. 

\  "•*  •->  *  4  -  *  i  -  •  •  •  •  •  •  V  *  i 

IF  a  /Drowfinefs  came  on  at  the  firft 
Attack  of  the  Diftemper,  or  in  the  Be- 
ginning  to  Sweat,  the  Patient  was  forcibly 
kept  awake  ;  although,  when  fome  Appear¬ 
ance  came  of  Recovery,  a  little  Sleep  was 
indulged  to  recruit  the  Spirits,  but  not 
beyond  four  Hours  together  ;  for  if  they 
ilept  longer,  they  were  waked  to  take  their 
Medicines. 

I  F  the  Belly  was  coftive,  and  th#  Di¬ 
stemper  on  its  Declenfion,  Clyfters  were  ufed 
with  Benefit  made  of  a  Decoflion  with  the 
Roots  or  Scornoncray  Torment il ,  and  MarJb~Afal~ 
lom  *  the  Leaves  of  Scordmm ,  Meadowsweet , 

and 
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and  Violets^  Flowers  of  Chamomtl  and  Elder  s 

■a  >  '  f  ’  * 

fweet  Fennil-Seedsj  and  Annifeeds  *,  and  in  it  was 
diifolved  the  Yolk  of  an  Egg,  brown  Sugar , 
and  5  iij.  of  Diafcordium  or  London  Treacle  • 
and  when  more  Haile  was  required  for 
Evacuation,  ^  j.  or  §  h  fs.  was  added  of  the 

Infufion  of  Crocus  Met  alloy  wn.  After  the 

J  •  ..  \  <• 

.*■  i  -V  *  -  * 

Clyiler  came  away,  the  Patient  was  allowed 
a  Draught  of  generous  Wine,  or  of  fome 

Cordial  Julap,  or  Broth,  c re. 

**  * 

' 

AND  whereas  a  Languor  upon  the  Spi¬ 
rits  very  much  contributed  ( as  before  ob~ 
lerved )  both  to  the  Propagation  and  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Contagion  •  to  remove  fuch  an 
Inconvenience,  grateful  Scents  were  made 
ule  of,  fuch  as  are  known  to  comfort  the 

iCl 

Brain  ^  fometimes  Vinegar  of  Rofes  was  iprin- 
kled  upon  live  Coals,  and  at  others,  were 
burnt  luch  tilings  as  Styrax ,  Labdanum ,  &c^ 
of  which  more  hereafter,  and  all  things 
‘  avoided  which  might  give  any  Offence  to 
the  Nofe  by  its  Smell. 

\  ’  -  T* 

rn  .  x  :«  * 

■ 

HITHERTO  we  have  treated  of  An-' 
tidotes,  and  the  Regimen  of  our  Patients  ; 
next  we  come  to  external  Helps,  amongil 
which  Blifters  demand  the  firit  mention • 
and  whofe  frequent  and  fuccefsful  Appli- 

i  '  T  '  1 

cation 
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.cation  removes  all  Controverfie  about  their 

Ulef'ulaefs. 

B  L  I STE  R-PUfters  were  applied  to  fe¬ 
deral  Parts*,  as  fthe  Nape  of  the  Neck, 
within-fide  the  Arms,  the  Thighs,  and  Legs  *, 
mid  by  thefe  the  Veffels  were  warmed,  the 
Juices  rendered  more  fluid,  a  Stimulus  giyen 
to  the  Siuggifhnefs  of  Nature,  and  PaiTage 
made  fufficiently  large,  for  the  Evacuation 
not  only  of  fuperfluous  Serofitles  and  noxi¬ 
ous  Humours,  but  aifo  for  the  peftilential 
Poifon,  which  by  this  Artifice  feemed  to 
be  turned  out  this  Way  *,  not  to  fay  any 
Thing  of  the  Revulfion  made  hereby  of 

—  *t> 

Venom  from  the  nobler  Parts. 

■1  ■  ■  '  £  * 

1  *•  ....  ,  ~  ^  ^  r*  -  •-  tw  r 

*  •  -  ?  (  •  j  „ ,  r  ** ».< 

FOR  this  Purpofe,  I  once  ordered  a 
MUfttr-TUftcr  to  be  applied  within-fide  the 
Thigh,  a  little  below  a  Buboe  in  the  Groin, 
but  by  the  Carelefnefs  of  the  Nurfe,  it  was 
kid  upon  the  Buboe  it  felf ;  which  happen¬ 
ing  to  prove  fortunate,  after  obtained  in 
iPra&ice,  in  Expedition  thereby  to  prevent 
the  morbilick  Humour  from  going  back  again, 
&nd  to  forward  its  Suppuration",  but  altho’ 
tills  was  of  Advantage  in  fome  Cafes,  it  was 
yet  much  fufpeTed  by  the  more  cautious  Phy- 
Hcians  and  Surgeons,  as  for  the  moR  Part  it 

brought 
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brought  too  great  an  Inflammation  all  round 
it,  and  promoted  Strangury,  which,  by 
Excels  of  Uneaflnefs,  greatly  wafled  the 
Spirits,  and  funk  the  Patient’s  Strength, 


T  H  AT  thefe  Applications  may  cer¬ 
tainly  anfwer  their  End,  the  me  ft  iharp 
ought  to  be  ufed:  The  following  Compo- 
fltion  never  failed  me  in  all  my  Pra&ice  \ 
but  before  its  Application,  the  Part  was 
always  rubbed  with  Vinegar. 

i  .  .  ?  •  >  ■ '  r •***•  . 

■  ;•* 

5^  Picls  n avails  §  v.  galbani  colat.  g  j.  cer<$ 
g  j -  Is.  quibus  fimul  liquat'iSy  &  ab  igne  femetisj 
adde  July,  cantharidum  prap.  5  vij.  vet  ^  j.  fer¬ 
ment  i  veter'iSy  fern,  ameos  ana  o  iij-  euphwhil  S’  j, 
turn  aceti  fcillit.  q.  f.  incorporentur ,  ajfidul  agitan-* 
doy  quoufque  cogantur  in  Bmplaflri  majfarn. 

THE  Parts  thus  veficated  were  never 


buffered  to  heal,  till  the  Malignity  of  the 
Difeafe  was  fpent ;  and  to  prevent  their 
fuddain  drying  up,  they  were  continually 
ftimulated  by  Melilot  Plaffers  fprinlded  over 
with  fome  Powder  of  Cantharides ,  which 
kept  up  a  conflant  Drein  of  noxious  Hu¬ 
mours  y  but  to  affwage  the  great  Heat  and 
Inflammations,  fometimes  occaiioned  hereby, 
Cole*wort  Leaves  were  applied  to  them.' 

:  YET 
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J. 

YET  although  Epifpdfllcks  did  fo  much 
Service  to  the  Infe&ed,  and  fufEciently  made 

i 

amends  for  the  Trouble  and  Pain  they  gave  \ 
yet  they  were  not  indifferently  fui  able  to 
all  Perlons ;  As  for  Inftance,  where  there 
was  an  Heat  of  Urin,  or  a  continual  Incli¬ 
nation  to  pifs,  where  the  Sphmcler  of  the 
Bladder  was  inflamed,  or  ulcerated,  in  an 
Hemorrhage,  or  to  Women  with  Child,  or 
having  the  Menfles •  and  laffly,  where  there 
was  a  great  Languor  upon  the  Spirits }  it  is 
alfo  diligently  to  be  confide  red  when  Epiflpa* 
flicks  are  applied  to  Buboes  or  Carbuncles 
near  upon  Suppuration,  that  they  do  not 
fufe  the  Humours  too  much,  to  admit  them 
going  into  a  laudible  Pus,  and  give  fuch  a 
Stimulus  to  the  Parts,  as  may  fink  the  Spirits* 
and  fruftrate  other  Endeavours  of  Nature 
to  help  her  felf 

BESIDES  Epifpapicks,  it  is  not  lofl  La¬ 
bour  to  apply  proper  Things  to  the  Feet  •, 

I  commonly  uied  a  Plafter  made  of  the  com¬ 
pound  Ben  any  Plafter,  adding  to  it  fome  Eu~ 
phorbium ,  Saffron,  and  London  Treacle  :  And  I 
found  this  to  do  more  Good  than  Cataplafms * 
which  fome,  however,  liked  better  to  uie, 
and  were  made  of  Bryony  Root  iteeped  in 

Vinegar* 
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Vinegar,  the  Flefh  of  pickled  Herrings ,  black 
Soapf  EtiCy  Scordiumy  and  Arumy  with  a  fuff- 
dent  Quantity  of  Vinegar :  Sometimes  alio 
Pidgeons  were  applied  to  the  Feet. 

BUT  thefe,  and  other  Medicines  of  the 

T 

fame  Rank,  were  not  applied  in  any  Expe¬ 
ctation  to  draw  away  by  them  the  peftilen- 
tial  Miafmata  as  by  Attraction  *,  but  becaufe 
the  Multitude  of  Pores,  and  their  Large- 
nefs  in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  gave  fuch 
Things  an  Opportunity  of  lending  in  that 
warmth,  as  would  keep  the  Animal  Hu¬ 
mours  more  fiuxile,  and  cherifh.  the  natural 
Heat  that  was  almolt  extinCt  *,  and  from 
thence  the  whole  Body  would  be  refrelhed 
1  by  their  Influence  :  Applications  were  like- 
wife  made  to  the  Wrift  with  the  fame  View. 

AND  thus  having  gone  through  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  of  a  Peftilence  in  general,  we  now 
come  to  the  Management  of  particular  Sym- 

K  * 

ptoms  *,  and  fir  ft  of  all  of  the  Buboes. 

.  i  :  '  t 

I  T  highly  concerns  all  who  are  concern¬ 
ed  for  the  Sick  in  thefe  Cafes,  both  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons,  to  attend  with  Dili- 

M 

gence  to  the  Nature  of  thefe  Tumours,  and 
have  their  feveral  Differences  ready  in  their 
|  Minds, 
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Minds,  that  at  their  firft  Sight  they  fliaf 
know  their  Condition,  and  life  Means  of 
treating  them  accordingly.  And  firft  of  all 

t  /  v 

it  is  to  Be  enquired,  whether  they  are 
moveable  or  fixt?  whether  foft  or  hard? 

r  ■ 

Whether  depreffed  or  prominent  ?  whether 
fmall  or  great  ?  whether  contracted  or 
broad  ?  whether  with,  or  without  Pain  ?  and. 
laftly,  whether  inflamed  Or  not  ? 

WHENSOEVER  a  Buboe  is  uncer¬ 
tain  and  dodges,  fome times  appearing  and 
then  again  going  back,  all  Means  is  to  be 
tiled  to  fix  it  ^  and  this  is  very  fuccefsfully 
done  by  cupping  upon  the  Glands,  which 
will  fix  a  permanent  Tumour  upon  them; 

T  O  Buboes  juft  in  their  firft  Formation, 
we  have  indeed  applied  Dlfcuticnts ,  and  very 
powerful  ones  too,  in  Order  to  diflipate 
them*  and  although  they  have  leverai 
Times  endeavoured  to  fettle,  yet  we  have 
not  defpaired  to  conquer  the  Enemy  thi& 
Way  :  But  we  always  found  it  for  certain, 
that  they  who  went  through  fuch  Fluxes 
and  Refluxes  oi  the  peftilential  Venom, 
never  recovered  in  fuch  a  perfeCl  Manner, 
as  they  whole  Buboes  immediately  fixed, 
and  after  Suppuration  threw  out  a  great; 
deal  of  Matter.  I  F 
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I F  the  Tumour  is  hard  and  painful 
From  too  great  a  Tenflon  upon  the  glan- 
dulous  Parts,  not  giving  Room  enough  td 
receive  the  protruding  Humours,  the  Part 
affected  inay  be  anointed  with  Oil  of  Lilies ± 
Rofes,  Elder ,  &c.  if  ho  Inflammation  forbids 
fuch  a  Method  •  in  which  Circuxhftance  all 
Oils  and  Ointments  are  to  be  fufpefted,  as 
they  obflruft  the  PoreS,  and  are  no  Ways 
fuitable  to  the  Nature  of  the  nitro-faline 
jpeftilential  Venom.  When  an  Inflammation 
therefore  is  upon  any  Part,  which  is  eafle 
to  be  known  by  its  Heat  and  Colour,  it 
is  better  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Muielages  of 
Linfeed  and  Fenugreek,  with  Elder  Vinegar,  and 
London  Freacle  *,  or  a  Cdtaplafm  of  Wheat-Flower ± 
Fenugreek  and  Linfeed ,  Elder  Flowers ,  white 
Bread  Crumbs ,  the  Folk  of  Eggs,  and  Lewder  of 
Sajfron. 

THE  London  Phyflcians  at  this  Time 
fp'ared  no  Trouble  nor  Application,  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  Buboes  rightly  •  feme  of  the  Cata- 
jlafms  therefore  by  them  daily  ufed  I  ilial! 
here  infer t. 

Ft  Cospam  majvfculam ,  quam  v.  a.  e.  exeaz’a- 
imn  imgle  jurnmit .  rut  a  deb .  exiccat .  &-  fuheriz 

O  s  if; 
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%  ii.  indantur  etiam  theriac.  Load.  9  iv.  foramen 
eferculo  fuo  obturetur ,  cap  a  deinde  chart  d  bibula 
involvta  fab  clneribm  affetur ,  cul  adde  ficum 
methodo  eddem  ajfatamy  cum  el.  liniy  liliorum 
alb.  ana  q»  f  finiul  macerentur y  &  conficiatur 
cataplalma,  applicandum  calide y  bis  de  die  im~ 
mutandum  :■  This  is  alfo  good  againfc  the 
Bites  ©f  venomous  Creatures* 

Or3 

§£  Fol.  rufay  fcGrdii  contuf  ana  M f.  medulla 
carnis  fimum  5  ij.  for.  meliloti  p.  /?.  falls  marini 
pulveriz.  5  if.  fermenti  vcteris  x  f.  cum  f  q.  acetiy 
paretur  Gataplafma. 

Or, 

|>£  Rad .  Uliorum7  althaay  cum  aceto  macerate 
dna  hb.  f.  fcm.  liniy  fanugraci  ana  5  f.  carnis 
ficuum  5  iij.  confetHonis  fmapiy  cum  theriac .  ana 
if-  axmgia  fuilU  q.  f  J7.  cataplafma .  Or5  ac¬ 
cording  to  May  erne,  from  whom  I  learned 
the  Rudiments  of  Practice* 

fd  Sure,  apii  5  ij.  me  Ufa  J  j.  pimpinelU  g  j.  f. 
capos  majores  Numero  duasy  ad  intenerationcmy 
five  putriiaginem  fib  cineribus  caute  ajfatas y  allio - 
)um  bulbos  JSlumero  yj.  clavos  juglandinm  tnaj» 

vetuft* 
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vettlft.  Nurnero  iv.  tritis  aid  bull'd  y  &  cl  avis $ 
of  unde  fuccoty  turn  adde  Capas  y  in  mortar io  mar* 
moreo  cum  aceti  fciliit.  q.  f.  agitentur §  &  cogantur 
in  Cataplafmatd  conjlftentlam. 

BUT  the  HardnefSj  pricking  Pain*  and 
intenle  Heat  of  the  Tumour  continuing. 
Medicines  were  ufed  to  diifolve  fuch  Hard- 
nefs,  and  ailwage  the  Pain  and  Heat :  As, 

Rad.  liliorum  alb.  §  ij.  Vorrorumy  medulla 
tarnis  ficuum  ana  J  j.fem.  lint  5  fs.fior.  Safnbuci , 
tncliloti  ana  p.f.  micarum  panis  alb.  lib.  Is.  coq ; 
in  f  q.  lathis y  addendo  fub  fincm  ol.  ref.  lilioruni 
alb.  vel  fambuc  ana  qi  f.  ut  F.  Cataplafma. 


Or, 


If.  Fol.  Scab  io  fa,  acetofa  ana  M  ij.  chartd  bt* 

V  f.  ■ 

hula  involut .  &  cineribus  feint  ill  antibus  fubdito ^ 
Vumy  quibus  adde  ferment i  veteris  5  ij.  falls  tan - 
t ilium y  agitentur  probe  in  mortario  cum  f.  q.  axm~ 
gU  fuilUy  ad  ufum  pramemoratum ,  But  that  I 
may  not  be  too  tedious  in  reciting  parti¬ 
cular  Forms  of  this  Kind,  any  neceifary  Va- 
' nations  are  left  to  the  Difcretion  of  every 
Phyfician  in  his  own  Practice* 


O  2 
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? 

W  E  do  not  wait  for  the  Suppuration  of 
a  Buboe  until  it  breaks  of  it  felf,  when 
the  Pain  and  other  Symptoms  continue  very 
fevere  without  Remillion  •  befides,  there 
would’  m  doing  fo  be  Danger  of  wafting 
the  Spirits  too  much,  and  letting  the  mor~ 
bifick  Matter  retreat,  beftdes  tlie  Smalnefs 
of  the  Orifice,  which  when  they  open  them- 
felves,  is  feldom  large  enough  to  give  due 
Vent  we  there  foie  open  them  by  Inciiion, 
or  to  prevent  Mortification,  by  a  potential 
Cautery  ^  and  for  the  fame  Purpofe  it  hath 
alfo  been  many  Times  found  reafoiiable  to 
mix  the  milder  Gauftrcks  with  Digeftives. 

YET  although  common  Experience  at- 
tefts  to  the  Advantage  of  Cataplafms,  as 
they  wonderfully  cherifh  the  languid  and 
almoft  extinguiilied  natural  Heat,  fupple 
the  neighbouring  Parts,  relax  the  Skin,  and 
contemper  and  afTwage  fharp  Plum  ours  * 
yet,  i  fay,  becaufe  their  frequent  Repeti¬ 
tion  is  fometimes  on  many  Accounts  in¬ 
convenient  and  difagreeable,  I  ufed  to  fub- 
dditute  the  following  Cerate  in  their  Room* 


Em p*  Oxycrocei  g  iij.  galbatti  col  at  gum*  cc~ 
?a<srt&  ana  ^  j.  ^icis  a  avails  g  ij,  q  liquatls  Jimul 

CUPP 
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mm  ol.  chamemelly  &  liliorumy  v.  a.  e .  F.  majja 
fro  emfl .  And  I  am  bold  enough  to  affirm, 
that  with  this  I  have  prevented  the  Want 
of  a  Surgeon  in  more  than  a  thoufand  In- 
fiances:  But  when  a  Buboe  is  artificially 
opened,  it  is  the  moil  proper  to  do  it  in 
i  fome  depending  Part  of  the  Tumour  *,  tak- 
i  ing  Care  not  to  wound  the  larger  Veifels 
3  and  Mufcles. 

BUT  whether  a  Buboe  breaks  of  it 
1  felf,  qr  is  opened  by  Incifxon,  it  is  to  be 
l  waited  and  cleanfed  with  a  Lixivium  of 
>  Affesy  Scordiumy  Betonyy  Buglo  ff  Smith ,  See* 
in  which  alfo  is  diiTolved  fome  London 
\  Treacle :  And  the  following  Mixture  J  have 
3  found  very  good  for  this  Pur  pole,  confifb? 
li  ing  of  Birthvport  Booty  Myrrh ,  Aloes ?  and 
6?  Saffron,  infufed  in  Spirit  of  Wine?  and  to  the 
I  firained  TinTure,  adding  a  little  Oil  of  Tur v 
si  fentine .  Furthermore,  to  promote  Digeilion, 
\j  and  prevent  Putrefa&ion,  the  following  may 
li  be  applied; 


Vg  Mollis  rof.  3  i,  terebinth .  mm  vitcllo  oqji  fo T 
t|  hit .  3  Is.  theriac.  Lond .  5  iij-  farina  tritici  §  ij, 
li  fi.  cum  ol.  hyperici  &  fambuc .  ana  y  f  coy  i% 
if  CatapUfmatis  confiferjiam. 


€>r? 


'V' 


®o  8  Concerning  the  Cure 

Or, 

Tft  Vng.  hafilic .  f.  liniment i  Aren't 

Tertiam,  ol.  terebinth.  5  is.  M.  S.  But  here  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  Detergents  are  by 
no  Means  to  be  uled.  unlefs  the  Ulcer  is 
foul ;  as  alfo  that  to  appeafe  the  Enormity 
of  Pain  and  Inflammation,  by  Opiates  and 
Repellers,  is  a  moil  pernicious  PrafHce,  be- 
caule  it  drives  back  the  Venom  upon  the 
nobler  Parts  \  and  alio  by  their  frequent 
Continuation,  is  a  Sphacelation  endangered 
upon  the  Extremities* 

THESE  Ulcers  are  likewife  by  no 
Means  to  be  healed  up  until  they  are 
well  cleaded,  and  all  the  peftilential  Sym¬ 
ptoms  quite  difappear.  But  here  I  cannot 
but  remark,  that  theie  Ulcers  do  heal  much 
ealier  than  any  other  when  the  Venom  is 
fully  conquered  :  And  in  the  Cure,  it  chiefly 
concerns  the  Surgeon  to  prevent  the  Lips 
growing  callous,  became  fbmetimes.  that 
furor  is  not  eafily  again  remedied  ^  when 
the  Ulcer  is  well  cleanfed,  the  ordinary 
Sd/'coticks  ufed  in  the  common  Method  will 
Ipon  fill  up  the  loft  Subftance :  To  pre- 
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Tent  Repetition,  the  Parotides  are  to  be 
treated  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Buboes* 

1  ? 

AFTER  this  tranfient  View,  our  Me*= 
thod  now  brings  us  to  the  Cure  of  Car¬ 
buncles  *,  fmce  therefore  thefe  Eruptions 
have  their  Rife  from  a  peftilential  Lixivium*, 
thrown  upon  feverai  Parts  of  the  Body, 
and  there  burning  them  into  an  Efchar. ,  the 
Buiinefs  of  a  Surgeon  herein  is  direfted  to 
three  main  Intentions. 

1 .  T  FI  A  T  the  Carbuncle  does  not  fpread 
too  far,  like  a  Gangrene,  knowing  no  Bounds, 

2.  T  O  bring  it  as  foon  as  poilible  to  a 
Separation  j  and, 

'  d).-  t  '  r  '  <  -  s 

3.  T  O  cure  it  as  carefully  as  it  can  b# 
done. 

FOR  the  fir  ft  Intention,  fueh  Remedies 
are  fuited  which  give  a  ReflriRion  to  the 
Part,  fo  that  the  venomous  Particles  eajv 
not  fpread  *,  and  fuch  alfo  as  affwage  the 
diftempered  Heat,  and  cherifii  and  prefers# 
that  which  is  naturaL 

0  4 
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BUT  the  Cure  of  a  Carbuncle  is  varied 
by  its  Nature,  Progrefs,  and  Situation  •  and 
is  accordingly  to  be  treated  fometimes  with 
more,  and  at  others  with  lefs  Severity.  In 
this  Cafe  Benefit  is  fometimes  received  from 
a  Cataplafm  with  roafted  Gar  lick,  Soot ,  Lon¬ 
don  Treacle  ^  and  Oil  of  Turpentine  ;  Or, 

i 

Jg  Ferment i  veterls  §  fs.  allli  affati  §  ij.  fler- 
coris  Columbia  l  %  j.  con  fee.  Swapi  5  v.  euphcrkU 
15  ij-  cum  f.  q .  faponis  nigri  F '.  Cataplafma-  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Cataplafms,  which  are  veyy 
iharp,  the  utmofr  Caution  muft  be  ufed, 
that  a  Pain  is  not  aggravated  thereby  be¬ 
yond  the  Patient’s  Power  to  bear  *  that  the 
Humours  be  not  colliciuated,  and  thrown 
ppon  weaker  Parts  ;  and  that  an  immoveable 
Ffchar  be  not  made  thereby. 

W  HEN  the  Efihar  does  not  fall  of^ 
nor  any  Signs  Separation  appear,  Un¬ 
guents  and  Oils  are  not  to  be  blamed;  but 
ir  the  Carbuncle  fp  reads  further,  it  will  be 
nesedary  to  have  Recourfe  to  more  eife&ual 
Means;  in  which  Cafe  neither  the  Tend^r- 
nefs  of  Sex  or  Age  is  to  be  regarded. 
Sometimes  the  peftilenticU  Venom  is  to  be 

-  •;  -•  v  a  ■?  ••  ,  ,■ .  i 
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$rawn  out  by  Cupping,  or  Scarrification, 
pr  Epfpxfticks :  Sometimes  all©  for  the  fame 
Purpofe  is  applied  the  bare  Rump  of  a 
Fowl,  repeated  until  thefe  Creatures  appear 
not  to  be  hurt  by  it  }  for  this  natural 
Warmth  fooths  the  vital  Heat  of  the  Part 
if  is  applied  to,  and  entices  away  the 
morbific kVenom  through  the  Pores  j  Pidgeons 
ufed  alive,  and  warm  Sheeps  Lights,  have 
likewife  been  obferved  thus  to  aiTwage  the 
Acrimony  of  this  peflilential  Virulence. 

THE  EfcMr  is  iomet imes  got  off  by 
Burning,  and  fometirnes  by  Incifion  •  I  never 
indeed  found  any  thing  more  effectual  than 
the  actual  Cautery  *  and  in  this  Praflice  of 

ours  we  differ  not  from  the  celebrated  Con- 

»  *’•  ‘  ' 

corcglus ,  who  tells  us,  pag.  39.  that  in  his 
Time  they  were  wont  to  burn  the  Carbuncle 
with  a  red  hot  Iron.  There  are  very  con¬ 
venient  Inftruments  amongft  the  Surseons 

✓  w  Cy 

*  for  this  Operation,  which  they  call  the 
Button ,  being  fo  fhaped  •  but  they  are  of 
little  Service,  except  the  Burning  extends 
to  the  Compafs  of  the  Eruption  •  and  the 
Iron  is  by  no  means  to  be  taken  away,  until 
the  Patient  is  fenfible  of  it  *  but  to  get  off 
the  Efchar ,  .the  middle  Part  muff  be  burnt 

1  i  '  *  * ;  '  *.  *  *  *  ...  v 
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AMONGST  many  other  j?  Advantages, 

I  jfhall  mention  but  a  few  that  are  received 

from  the  aftual  Cautery  in  theft  Cafes  ^  for 

from  hence  the  Parts  affected  are  rendred 

more  firm  and  ffrong hence  the  VeiTels 

are  more  aflringed  ^  hence  the  fubtil  Mi- 

afmata  are  ra rifled  and  evaporated  ,  hence 

the  Poifon  is  corrected  and  dried  up  ^  and 

laffly,  hence  the  ianguilhing  Heat  is  quick- 

ned  ^  and,  not  to  ufe  many  Words,  the  pe- 

ffilential  Venom  feems  to  be  deft r eyed  by 

* 

Burning,  no  otherwift  than  the  Bites  of 
poifonous  Creatures  are  cured  after  the  fame 
Manner. 

n,  \ 

A  3  for  what  is  done  by  the  Knife,  the 
Infeffed  are  certainly  as  much  benefitted 
by  it,  as  by  the  a£hial  Cautery  )  efpecially 
if  the  IncTion  be  made  deep,  and  goes  to 
the  Root  at  the  Centre  *,  for  by  this  may 
be  made  a  very  expeditious  Elevation  and 
Separation  of  the  F.fchar ;  and  this  Means 
is  more  particularly  to  be  ufed  where  a 
Gangreen  is  threat  ned ;  but  in  doing  it, 
great  Care  muff  be  taken,  as  before  hinted, 
that  there  is  not  made  any  Effufio.i  of  Blood 
by  cutting  the  larger  VeiTels,  efpecially 
die  Arteries.  / 


BUT 
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BUT  when  this  Separation  is  once  fi- 
pilhed,  whether  it  be  by  a  Knife,  or  by 
Burning,  or  of  its  own  Accord-,  the  next 
thing  is  to  peal  it  off  ^  and  this  is  frequent¬ 
ly  affifted  by  moiftening  it  with  new  Butter, 
Oil  of  Elder ,  or  Oil  of  pities*  The  Efchar 
is  like  wile  to  be  loofened  gradually,  and 
not  too  hafHly  ^  that  is,  a  kind  of  Matu¬ 
ration  is  to  be  waited  for.  After  the  Car¬ 
buncle  is  fallen  off,  Care  muff  be  taken  to 
cle&nfe  away  the  Sordes  upon  it,  and  promote 
Digeffion  by  the  Ufe  of  fuitable  Applica- 
cations  ^  and  every  thing  elfe  carefully  ma¬ 
naged,  as  before  directed  in  the  Cure  qf 
Buboes* 


LASTLY,  Incarning  is  gradually  to  be 
effected,  and  the  Ulcer  flowly  healed  over  ^ 
for  by  being  too  haftily  doled,  it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  find  fome  peflilential  Miafmat* 
lurking  behind,  which  afterwards  prove  mil- 
chievous,  and  often  fatal,  as  may  eafily  he 
gathered  from  a  preceding  Hiffory,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others  not  here  mentioned. 


BUT  becaufe  fometimes  the  Farts  where 
Carbuncles  a  rife,  cannot  be  c  leaded  conve¬ 
niently  from  the  morbid  Humours,  whence 
the  Cure  proyes  flow,  or  cannot  be  effefted 
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«t  all,  the  circumjacent  Parts  at  firft  fiiould 
be  guarded  by  Defenfativ.es,  which  would 
dtringe  the  Laxity  upon  thofe  Parts,  keep 
the  PaiTages  clear,  and  give  Room  for  the 
due  Motions  of  the  Juices  and  Spirits, 
while  at  the  fame  time  they  prevent  the 
Exhalation  of  the  natural  Heat  y  But  if 
notwithstanding  the  utmoft  Care,  Spha¬ 
celation  comes  on,  immediate  Recourfe  is  to 
be  had  to  Embrocation,  with  the  following. 

/ 

Clncrum  abfynthiiy  fcordiiy  cardui ,  centaurid 
min.  and  §  iij,  e  quibus  paretur  lixivium ,  indendo 
f  or.  chamtmtliy  J'ambuciy  meliloti  ana  M  j.  liquoris 
limpidi  lib*  ij.  adde  fpir.  vini  opt.  lib.  fs.  dljfolve 
ihcriac .  Lend.  ^  ij.  M.  S.  pro  fotu  p.  ajfefta  bis  de 
d  'cy  quam  caladijjime ,  exin  Cataplafma  conficiatur 
e  theriac .  Lond.  cum  Elix.  proprietatU . 

*  r 

LASTLY,  To  put  an  End  to  this 
SefHon,  wherein  to  prevent  prolixity,  I 
have  Eudioufly  avoided  all  Points  of  Con- 
Coatroverfy  ;  I  cannot  altogether  omit  the 
Mention  of  thole  skilful  and  faithful  Sur¬ 
geons,  with  due  Honour,  whofe  Task  in 
this  raging  Calamity  was  very  hard  and 
dangerous,  how  'they  had  the  Care  of  all 
pefhlential  1  umours  and  Ulcers,  &c.  But 
although  fome  of  thefe  fdl  themfelves  in 

the 
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the  Difcharge  of  their  Duty  to  others, 
yet  the  Survivors  went  on  ehearfully 
in  their  Bufmefs  }  and  they  who  lived 
through  the  whole,  owed  a  great  deal  to  a 
Gonftancy  of  Mind,  as  well  as  to  the  con¬ 
fer  vatory  Power  of  Providence, 
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Of  Prefervation  from  a  F efiilence. 

.  *••• 

IT  is  manifeftly  much  more  advifeabl© 
to  keep  off  the  Invafion  of  a  Peftilence, 
than  to  hand  its  violent  and  fatal  Shocks  5 
and  Se If-P re fe r  vation ,  as  well  as  the  Exam¬ 
ple  of  all  other  wife  People,  admoniihes* 
us  to  ufe  all  poilible  Endeavours  to  keep 
it  from  us,  and  guard  our  felves  again#  it 
while  at  a  Diftance.  This  Part  therefore 
concerning  our  Prefervation  from  a  Pefti- 
lerice,  regards  both  the  Duty  of  the  Ma- 
gihrate,  and  the  Care  of  every  Individual  • 
‘that  is  to  fay,  it  is  the  Magistrates  Duty, 
that  when  the  Nature  and  peculiar  Quali¬ 
ties  of  this  Difeafe  are  known,  and  reported 
by  Phyficians,  fuch  Laws  feould  be  pro¬ 
vided,  as  might  be#  conduce  to  prevent 
its  Spreading,  if  not  to  its  utter  Extirpa- 
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FIRST  ol  all  therefore,  they  ought  to 
be  deemed  as  a  kind  of  Traitors,  who 
frighten  the  credulous  Populace  with  the 
Apprehenfions  of  an  approaching  Plague,  by 
idle  and  groundless  Reports  and  Predidions  • 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  late  Sicknefs  \yas 
too  notoriously  ailifled  by  this  Means,  to 
want  any  Arguments  to  prove  it. 


THE  timely  Separation  alio  of  the 
infected  from  the  well,  is  abfoTtely  neceiTa- 
ry  to  be  done  ^  becaufe  the  molt  fure  Way 
of  fpreading  it,  is  letting  the  lick  an  I 
well  converfe  together*  Publick  Funerals 
ouaht  to  be  forbid ,  as  alfo  all  kinds  of 
Meetings,  and  frequent  Intercourfes  of  fe¬ 
deral  Perfons  together:  An  Lijundion  alfo 
of  Quarantine  from  infeded  Places,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Cuftom  of  Trading  Nations,  is 
by  any  Means  not  to  be  omitted,  and  care- 
iefly  to  be  executed. 


A  L  T  H  O  TJ  G  H 
almoit  impohible  by 


it  is  looked  upon  as 
the  mold  artful  Con- 


tri vances,  and  the  mold  prudent  Councils, 
to  avoid  the  Influence  of  a  common  Caufe  ^ 
yet  the  Call  of  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of 
Self-preferyatiou,  demand  our  utinoft  Dili¬ 
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gence  and  Labour,  both  in  publick  and 
private,  to  prevent  the  Encroachment  of 
fuch  a  fubtiie  and  cruel  Defiroycr.  And 
1  it  was  certainly  to  this  purpofe  a  wife  Con- 
i  trivance  of  the  Magiflrates,  to  confHtute 
j  two  in  every  Parifh  daily  to  viiit  every  Fa- 
I  mily,  and  be  fatisfied  whether  every  one 
(  belonging  thereunto  was  well,  and  free  from 
iu  any  Infection. 

BUT  both  the  Ancients  and  Moderns 
c  have  taken  the  utmoft  Pains  in  contriving 
.)  to  purge  the  Air,  on  a  Suppofition  that, 

8  in  a  pefiilential  Contagion,  that  is  fubjjkantlatty 
1  infected:  But  as  the  Air,  as  before  demon- 
I  firated,  is  only  the  Lodgment  or  Vehicle 
jjj  to  the  pefiilential  Mlafmata ,  which  are 
i,  ever y  Way  agitated  in  it,  it  does  not  feem  fa 
d  much  to  want  Depuration  on  its  own  Account, 

I  as  that  poifonous  Mixture  which  is  joined 
I  with  it.  Indeed  the  pefiilential  Particles 
I  refiduig  in  the  Porofities  of  the  Air,  may 
i|  often,  without  any  Change  of  Figure,  for 
Want  of  due  A  ghation,  remain  and  fi agnate 
1  in  it  a  lo.jg  T'me,  fo  as  to  be  drawn  in 
I  by  the  Lungs  in  Infpiration,  and  hence 
rj|  from  the  intimate  Mixture  and  Confufion 
||as  it  were  of  both,  a  Sufp’cion  may  be 
U  enter tained  of  the  Taint  coming  from  a 

Cor- 
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Corruption  of  Air  ;  but  of  this  we  hat® 
faid  enough  already;  and  as  ho  whoever  this 
Matter  is,  a.  Purgation  of  the  Air  is  by 
common  Confent  called  for  on  all  Sides  in 
thefe  Cafes,  we  fliall  cdnfider  this  Mattery 
chiefly  in  thefe  two  Relpeflrsi 

t  ;  <  ...  . 

FIRST. \  That  the  peflilential  Seminium 
Be  diilodged ;  and  to  this  Purpofe  contri¬ 
bute  brisk  Winds,  efpecially  from  the  North , 
and  the  frequent  Explofions  of  great  Guns, 
in  the  Morning  and  Evening  chiefly ;  be- 
caufe  fuch  Concuffions  agitate  the  poifbn- 
ous  Mi  [mat  a,  and  not  only  help  to  diilipate 
them,  but  to  change  and  alter  them  in 
thole  particular  Configurations  whereby 
they  become  fo  noxious ;  and  it  hath  been 
attefted  by  Experience,  that  an  intimate 
Combination  of  Nitre  and  Sulphur  greatly 
alters  the  faline  Qualities  of  the  peftilen- 
t-ial  Taint.' 

-  SECONDLY \  The  utmofi:  Diligence  is 
to  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  peEilential  Par¬ 
ticles  from  taking  Etfeft ;  which  is  fuccef- 
fully  done  by  proper  Fumigations.  Hip- 
focratesj  the  Oracle  in  Phyfirk,  hath  left 
it  to  i’oflerity,  to  kindle  Fires  in  the  pub- 
kcjc  Streets ;  and  thefe  fometimes  I  con* 

eeive 
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fceive  may  do  goody  but  not  as  Tome  wilj 
have  it,  by  abforbing  the  pefKferous  Hli- 
Imditifcs-  but  by  dirlufing  611  all  Sides  a 
great  deal  of  Nitre,  which  gives  a  donfide« 
rable  Change  to  the  venomous  Miafmata 
I  judge  it  beft  therefore  that  filth  Fires 
ihould  be  made  bf  refinous  Woods,  which 
throw  out  a  clear  arid  untdious  Smell,  fuch 
as  Juniper ,  Hr,  Oalz ,  E/tfz,  Chefftut ,  &c„ 
but  by  no  Means  Coals,  which  exhale 
ail  impure,  fetid,  and  fuffocating  Sulphur, 


■rii 


BY  the  Care  of  the  Magittrate  alfb  the 
1  Streets,  Sinks,  and  Canals,  Ihould  daily  be 
[:  cleared  of  all  Filth  ;  becaufe  Stench  and 

>  fslaflinefs  are  juftly  reckoned  the  Enter** 

■ 

8  tainers  of  Infection,  and  we  find  the  Air 


)  to  be  corrupted  frequently  from  noifome 
i  Smells  *,  fo  that  the  pehilential  Venom  can-* 
n  not  but  receive  additional  Strength  from 
I  fuch  Means. 


BUT  to  be  yet  more  particular  about 
j  thefe  Fumigations,  both  to  mend  the  Air, 

1  and  refrefli  the  Houfes  that  have  been  in- 
ij  fefted,  they  muff  be  compofed  of  fuch 
:  Things  as  raife  and  comfort  the  Spirits 
that  were  languiihing,-  with  their  grateful 
Flavours*  for  refieihing  Smells  are  a  kind 

F  if 
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©f  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal  Spirits  £ 
or  they  fhould  be  of  fuch  Subdances  as 
by  their  gummy  Vifcidity  entangle  and 
cover  the  venomous  Spicula ,  fo  that  they 
cannot  ad }  or,  ladly,  of  fuch  Things  as 
breath  out  fuch  nitrous  Steams,  which  will 

either  preferve  our  Bodies  from  receiving 

r  .  : 

Impurities,  or  change  the  Nature  of  the 
infedious  Particles. 

k  |  r  .  d-f*  ■  yr  ,,  ,4 

*«-*  ■  **  ^ 

I  do  not  indeed  deny,  but  fome  ungrate¬ 
ful  Smells  may  be  fometimes  more  conve¬ 
nient  than  fweet  ones,  as  they  fix  thole 
Spirits  which  would  otherwise  exhale^ 
and  a  copious  Efilux  of  faline  Particles  will 
often  keep  them  from  Infedion  and  Injury.- 
But  to  reduce  thole  into  Claifes. 

-•  J  ■  i !.  *-  <  . . 

n  1  ’  H ibi  -  i  <.  y .  . .  i  ■  0  ■  t<  .  • 

The  Simples  of  the  fird  Clafs  are  Mptsky 

Civet ,  Amomum ,  Lavender ,  Ecfemary ,  Bojes7 
Angelica ,  Marjoram ,  Cloves ,  Ehodium  Wood , 
Aloes  Woody  &c.  Of  the  fecond,  Frankinccnfe 
Benjamin^  Storax ,  Bdellium ,  Labdanumy  Bitchy 
Sagapenum-y  Myrrh ,  &c.  Of  the  third  Clafs, 
Sulphur  and  Nitre y  more  of  which  hereafter. 

■  '  -  .  n  i  < 

B  U  T  further,  that  all  the  Means  of 
propagating  the  Plague  may  be  removed,  , 
it  is  very  wifely  ordered  by  the  Magidra- 
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ty,  to  kill  all  Dogs,  Cats,  and  other  do« 
ineftick  Brutes,  left  thefe  Creatures  in  theif 
Paffage  from  one  Place  to  another  fhould 
carry  along  with  them  the  peftilentkl  lit** 
fe&ion, 

y  ii  - 

YET  although  both  the  Makers  and 
Executors  of  the  Laws  were  very  diligent 
in  their  Duty  during  the  late  Sicknefs, 
the  Contagion  notwithftanding  fpread  }  when 
therefore  all  the  Care  and  Skill  of  the 
Magiftrate  could  avail  nothing  in  flopping 
the  common  Deftroyer,  the  utmoft  Appli¬ 
cation  was  made  to  preferve  the  Indivh 
duals  under  its  Vifltation:  For  which  Pur- 
pole,  firft  of  all  were  removed  all  Means 
of  rendering  our  Bodies  more  fub'jeft  to 
take  the  Infection,  and  the  be  ft  Care  taken 
to  for  tide  the  Conftitution  againft  its  At¬ 
tacks,  and  to  fupport  it  under  its  Tyranny, 

I  know  not  indeed  a  greater  Neglect 
than  in  not  keeping  the  Body  clean,  and 
keeping  at  a  Diftance  every  Thing  fuper* 
fluous  or  offenfive  ;  and  during  the  pefti¬ 
lential  Conftitution  nothing  was  worfi  than 
Evacuations  of  all  Kinds ;  But  if  a  Fk» 
ihora  required  Phlebotomy ,  the  Blood  fhould 
be  taken  away  by  a  fmail  Orifice,  in  but 

P  %  little 
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little  Quantity,  and  at  feveral  Times  r  A 
Perfon  loaded  with  bad  Humours,  fhould 
be  difcharged  of  them,  if  pofilble,  imme¬ 
diately.;  if  they  glut  the  Stomach,  and 

fir  ft  Paftages,  they  ought  to  be  thrown 

. 

olf  by  Vomiting,.  Drinking  in  the  Operation- 
good  Quantities  of  Poftet-Drink,  in  which 
hath  been  boiled  the  Leaves  of  Cardum 
and  Scordium  •  and  alfo  the  Bowels  fhould 
be  cleaufed,  to  which  Purpofe  the  following 
is  ufefuf: 

* 

V  '  ■  J  •  ' 

Salts  Tart .  3  ij.  F.  Schitio  in  [fir.  vini  oft .  §  ij. 
turn  adde  gutta  gambi  3  iv.  feracba  folutione  eva~ 
foretur  ff’yr.  turn  adde  colocynth.  cum  urina  fr<£f* 
3  ij.  fcammail,  Sul f bur at  i  3  }•  uAloes,  rofata  5  ij- 
trcchifc.  dc  rhaharb.  rec.  9  iv..  gum.  ammoniaci 
in  acctOj  fell,  foluti  5  }.  falls  abfynthl.i7  cardui  ana 
3  j*  cl.  carui  gutt.  vij.  cum  f.  q.  Syr.  de  rhamno  F° 
majfa7  inde  filulat  min.  ferment ur7  Doj.  ad  3  ij« 
And  thus  to  throw  olf  thofe  Humours- 
which  join  with  and  aggravate  the  pcftW 
lential  Venom,  very  much  prevents  the 
Want  of  Antidotes  afterwards. 

C  A  R  E  muft  be  taken  that  there  be 
no  Supprefion  of.  Urine*  the  Non-naturals 
muft  be  ufed  with  great  Regularity th$ 
Body  ,  muft  be  kept  tranfpirable  ,  the  Tone 

©r 
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pf  the Vifcera  ftrengthened  ;  Facing  avoided; 
Choice  made  of  a  good  Diet,  fuch  as  will 

yield  good  Npurifhment,  make  hut  little 

. 

Excrement,  and  be  eafy  of  D\geft’on  *  to 
which  feveral  Pickles  and  Sauces  are  to  be 

recommended  ;  as  Juice  of  Sorrel ,  Lemons ? 

* 

tQraweSy  JPwncaranates-  Barberries .  &c.  and  at 
every  Meal  Sack  is  to  be  allowed,  whof? 
Vertues  we  fhall  hereafter  have  Occafion 
to  fpeak  of;  and  Care  ihould  be  taken 
not  to  be  Abroad  in  the  Evening, 

AND  to  exprefs  all  in  a  few  Wordsf. 
all  the  animal  Fluids  muft  be  kept  in  a 
natural  State,  in  an  Equality  of  Motion, 
and  an  equably  Degree  of  Mixture  and 
Fluidity  •  they  muft  not  be  put  at  any 
inordinate  Hurries,  nor  be  too  much  rati¬ 
fied  or  exalted ;  nor  muft  they  be  luifered 
to  grow  vapid  and  languid,  for  Want  of 
^  Depuration,  and  a  Retention  of  excremen- 
titious  Particles.  But  a  proper  Regimen  is 
better  to  be  had  from  other  Writers,  we 

■W  * 

therefore  haften  to  proper  Antidotes. 

9  '  ' ,  .  ‘  *  ’  .  '  .  1  '  1 
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Antifejlilential  Electuary  of  M  aye  me* 

5^  Juglandium  virid.  lib,  ij.  fcuum,  prunorum 
ana  lib.  j.  macerentur  in  acetoy  &  pulpa  trajici- 
atur j  cui  adde  pulv .  fubtilljf.  rut&7  lib.  Is.  viper  in# 
Virginians  g  j.  fs.  jW.  contrayerva  5  iij. 
ftid.  zeedoarid)  ana  5  ij.  fs.  face hari  perlati  lib.  j. 
5yr  e  fee  0  Kermes  5  j.  5yr.  calendula y  caryophyll. 
ana  q.  f.  ut  F.  Elett.  mold)  addenda  fl.  Auri  40. 
Dof.  ad  quantitatern  nucis  Jutland*  maj .  mane ?  Cf 
vejperi. 


An  Electuary  for  the  poor . 


Confer v.  lufuld y  galcgd  ana  lib.  fs.  calendula 
lib.  j.  fheriac.  Londin  §  f  j.  fo//  armefi.  vitriol. 
2  iv.  cum  fyr .  limonum  q.J .  conficiatur  Elect.  IQ  of 

m  ~  t  t  ti  v  /  1  '  "  4  •  .  • 

^  3  ij-  w/  iij. 


An  if  eftilent id  Confection* 

Radic.  [cordon.  EE  (fan.  petafitid.  contrayer¬ 
va  ana  §  ij.  helcnii ,  torment  ilia  ana  5  fs.  angelicdy 
chelidonia 5  »?**/.  ^  j.  fs.  I^cc.  fnip.  prop.  lib. 

*  ».  •  ■  i  < 

is.  fummtt.  rut  a  p. j.fem .  carduiy  citri  ana  3  ij. 
quibm  prop,  affundc  p.  duos  aceti  fambuc .  &  tertiam 
fir.  vint,  opt.  1  nffone  per  acta  &  cxprcffione ,  liquor 
igne  lento  evaporetur  fere  ad  mellaginem :  extrafti 
lib.  j.  adds  theriac .  Londin .  g  ij.  fs.  boll  arm *. 

Ur 


wtbr 
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figillata  ana  §  j .  flor.  fulphuris  Z  v.  fucci  Kermes  3  ij, 
conferv .  lujula  lib.  j.  cwtz  fyr.  limon.  q .  f  F.  Eletl, 
mo  lie }  Dof.  ad  quant  it.  mcis  my  rift  lea  rpau  ter 3 
vcl  ffipiw  de  dd' 

Antipeflilentid  Pitts? 

’  ••  •  •  -  »  v‘-;i  . . 

ExtraEl.  rad .  helcnii ,  angelica?  contraytrv 4 
ana  J  j.  extraEl.  alb .  glycyrrh .  5  iij.  flor. 

fulph.  ad  quatuor  fait  cm  vices  fublirn*  Z  ij.  C.  C.  />/?*- 
lofoph.  calc  in.  fem.  citri  pulverise.  ana  Z  j.  fs.  falk 
fcordiiy  abfynth.  ana  3  ij.  c&tfz  f.  q.  pick  liquids  F* 
majfa  pro  pihdis ?  Dof.  ad  Z  is.  vel  3  ij.  mane?  0* 
bora  forrmi. 

Ant ifeflilential  Elixir  Proprietatis* 

P?  Crar*  AngL  opt .  g  Is.  extrah.  tinEluram  cur# 
aq.  ulmarUy  Jcabiofa ,  cardui  •  vel  me  Ufa  f  qy 
additis  fpir*  fulphuris  aliquot  guttis  ad  leviujcu > 
lam  acid  it  at  em  :  liquor  per  chart  am  cmporeticam 
.  agatur ?  colaturd  ad  lentum  B .  ealorern  difolve 

Aloes  pellucida  e  veficd  ^  iv,  per  fataceum  lin - 
#4  rarurn  trajiciatur  liquor  j  deindc  Ff 
condenfatio  ad  eundem  cdoremy  acquifitd  ptlularum 
pjelUufcularum  conflflentia7  adde  myrrh  a  pur  if  aft  a 
5  vij.  f  or.  vel  magiflerii  prdfipit.  Benzoin  Z  iij* 
fldis  C.C.  5  ij.  c'&tfz  fyr.  fambuc.  q.  f.  F.  mafa  un* 
depiluU  formentur ?  Dof  ad  3  ij. 
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\  ’* 

"  v.  ^  < '  -'X 

»  r  4.*.  '  Vi  '  "  ’  '  ■  ■  :  '  N  .  !;  ■ 

c  i  \.\\  *  ;  *  .  1 

Lozenges  agai&Jl  the  Plague . 

^  w. 

v 

Ext  raff.  rad.  angelica,  &  contrayerva  ^  j, 
prfr.  n/h  liquiritia  3  iij.  for.  fulphuris  myrrh  at. 
h.  e .  myrrha  fublim .  3  v.  cl.  cinnam.  gutt.  viij* 

ftccharum  cryfialiin.  ad  duplum  omnium  pondus ,  cum 
mucilag .  gum.  tragacanth.  dq.  fcordii  parat.  q.  f. 

F.  Tabe/U  parva  fabling.  ,  .» 

/  . 

t  -  \  t'  ■  .  % 

•  ”  '  "  T  * 

SOME  ufed  every  Morning  to  1  wallow 
a  Clove  or  two  or  Gar  lick  and  many  eat 
unripe  Walnuts  pickled.  The  following 
Draught  was  of  admirable  Service : 


££  Aq.  re  far.  rubr.  camphor  at  a  g  ij.  aceti  opt 
j.  in  cpuibpts  dijfolve  bol.  arm .  opt.  3  ij.  adde  Jyr . 
fedbiofe  Jimp l .  3  lij.  M.  S.  F.  hauftus. 


x 
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S  O  M  E  old  Elurfes,  as  themfelves  have 
Informed  me,  for  an  Antidote  gave  human 
Excrements  *,  but  for  the  Efficacy  of  this 
Secret,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  Some  found 
Benefit  by  drinking  of  Urine  •  but  many  who 
have  thought  themfelves  by  thefe  Means 
fb  well  fortified,  would  venture  themfelves 
too  inadvertently  into  Danger,  without  any 
necelfary  Occafion,  to  the  great  Hazard  of 
their  Lives, 

i  V  ■*  ‘o 

BUT 
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BUT  in  thefe  precautionary  Directions, 
it  is  to  be  particularly  advertiled,  that 
Aftringents  of  any  Kind  whatfoever,  as  Bole^ 
fealed  Earth ,  Lemnian  Earth ,  Cor  at  ,  &c.  are 
not  to  be  given  to  Maidens,  and  Women 
in  their  monthly  Cpurfes,  for  Fear  they 
fhpuld  occafion  Obftr uftions,  and  other  bad 
Diforders :  Thofe  Remedies  alio  are  as 


much  to  be  blamed  which  force  this  Eva¬ 
cuation  by  thinning  the  Blood  too  much, 
arjd  irritating  the  Uterine  VeiFels;  And 
lahly,  in  the  Prefervation  as  well  as  the 
Cure,  the  Seafons  of  the  Year,  Sex,  Corrfti- 

**  *  -  ->  '.'A  "  ■> 

tution,  Age,  cre,  are  carefully  to  be  attend¬ 


ed  to. 


;  5  '  •  \  ‘ 

BUT  before  I  proceed  further,  Grati- 

tude  obliges  me  to  do  Jufiice  to  the  Ver- 
tues  of  Sachj  as  it  defervedly  is  ranked  aT 
mongfi:  the  principal  Antidotes,  whether 
|  ‘  it  be  drank  by  it  felf,  or  impregnated  with 
Wormwood,  ylngelica.  Sic,  for  I  have  never 
yet  met  with  any  Thing  lo  agreeable  to 
the  Nerves  and  Spirits  ip  all  my  Experience. 
That  which  is  heft  is  middle-aged,  neat, 
fine,  bright,  racy,  and  of  a  Walnut  Fla-, 
vour  ^  and  it  is  certainly  true,  that  during 
the  late  fatal  Times,  both  the  infe&ed  and 
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the  well  found  vaft  Benefit  from  it,  unlefis 
they  who  ufed  it  too  intemperately  ,  many 
indeed  medicated  it  with,  various  Alexifhar- 
mh'k  Simflcs. 

I  T  remains  that  we  now  lay  fbmewhafc 

* 

concerning  the  Ule  of  Tobacco ,  whole  Ver? 
tues  for  this  Purpofe  are  extreamly  cried 
up  by  DiemebrooecJ?,  and  fome  others  7  but 
whether  we  regard  the  narcotick  Quality 
of  this  American  Henbane  7  or  the  poifonous 
Oil  which  exhales  from  it  ijj  Smoakirig  j 
or  that  prodigious  Difcharge  of  Spittle 
which  it  occafionSj  and  which  Nature  wants 
for  many  other  important  Occafions ;  or, 
lafpy,  the  Exercife  it  gives  to  the  Lungs 
in  drawing  it ;  befides  the  Aptitude  of  the 
pehiientlal  Poilbn  to  be  taken  down  along 
with  it,  and  the  Irkfomenefs  of  its  Scent ; 

7  •<  V  _  J 

I  mull  confefs  my  felf  at  Uncertainties 
about  it ;  though  as  to  my  felf,  I  am  its 
prorefiM  Enemy,  and  was  accuflomed  to 
fupply  its  Place  as  an  Antidote  with  Sack. 

W  E  now  then  come  to  external  Reme¬ 
dies,  amongft  which  Amulets ,  and  Characters, 
demand  the  firfi  Notice :  it  muh  indeed 
be  granted,  that  it  is  no  new  Cuftom  or 
Contrivance  to  hang  thefe  Charms,  made 

various 
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i  parlous  Ways,  about  many  Parts  of  the  Body, 
i  but  what  Vertues  thefe  Things  have,  is 
I  worth  fome  Enquiry. 

IT  hath  obtained  with  many , , that  Na* 

:  ture,  or  the  Soul  of  the  World,  hath  im- 

■  *-■ 

5  prelTed  upon  fome  certain  Bodies  a  very 
1  diffuixve  magnetic k  Vertue  ^  whereupon  fome 
I  Adepts  have  afcribed  to  many  of  thefe 
:  Bodies  a  Faculty  of  expelling  Pollens. 

]  Others  conceit,  that  both  artificial  and  na- 
jj  tnrai  Poifons  do,  by  a  certain  Sympathy, 

1  when  outwardly  applied,  draw  away  every 
[  Thing  that  is  detrimental  to  the  Confti- 
;  tution:  after  the  Manner  as  Amber  attracks 

*  s  -  v. 

2  Straws,  and  (as  they  report  of  the  Snakes 
|  ft  one)  imbibe  its  Venom  :  Some  others  again 
]  contrive  Amulets  of  Spices,  to  invigorate 
C  Nature,  and  fupport  her  again#  the  Enemy. 

i  .  ~  .>  *•  V  ~  -  i  v 

<  s  ;  »  r  *  ■■  •'  ••  •  •  y  ;t  -  |  J 

■  M  \  \  ••  ;<„:'  •  ,  -  'Sj  ■  J  ■*  .>  -  •  V,7>  .  fV  V  ?  w 

I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Opinion  of 
this  Matter  *  with  Submiffion  therefore  to 
thefe  great  Men,  I  cannot  eaff  y  come  into 
a  Belief  of  any  Advantages  to  be  had  from 
this  Pra&ice  •,  for  mo#  of  the  Efforts  afcri¬ 
bed  to  them,  is  rather  from  the  Power  of 
I  Imagination,  or  owing  to  fome  inanife#  Pro¬ 
perty.  Furthermore,  it  hath  religioufly  ob¬ 
tained  among#  many  People,  that  Difeafes 

arq 


£.2©  Of  TreferVation 

are  to  be  driven  away  by  painting  CharaSers 
Upon  the  Body ;  but  it  is  ftrongly  to  be  fu- 
fpe&ed,  that  this  Pra&ice  hath  been  altoge¬ 
ther  owing  to  Jugglers,  and  Per  fens  addi&ed 
to  infernal  Arts  ,  for  what  medicinal  Virtue 
can  there  be  in  a  Figure  ?  It  feems  to  me? 
that  becaufe  the  Sacred  Myfieries  of  our  An 
were  anciently  deferibed  by  Hleroglyf hicks , 
the  Populace,  who  were  ignorant  of  their  Sig¬ 
nifications,,  mfftook  them  for  Charms  again# 
a  Vlaguc,  and  other  grievous  Dileafes,  and 
they  propagated  their  Delufion  down  to  Po- 


THERE  are  innumerable  Preparations 
*>f  thefe  Charms  or  Amulets  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Writings  of  feveral  Phyficians:,  but 
I  fnall  take  it  to  have  fufficiently  difeharg- 
ed  my  Duty  here,  to  mention  thofe  only 
which  were  ufed  by  our  own  Country  Peo¬ 
ple  "  the  principal  o~  which  was  a  Walnut 
filled  with  Mercury ;  for  it  is  .certain  that 
many  did  promife  to  them  (elves  Se¬ 
curity  from  the  Dignity  of  this  Metal, 
which  to  them  feemed  to  be  the  Parent  of 
all  others ;  others  again  expefled  great 
Matters  from  its  Volatility,  notwithffai^ding 
it  was  thus  inclofed,  thinking  that  the 
natural  Heat  of  the  Body  would  draw  fuch 

Ver~ 
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Vertues,  as  would  fecure  them  from  the 
j  Infeflion.  But  much  the  greater  Number 
1  were  fupplied  with  arfenical  Amulets^  from 
:  Empi  ricks  and  Mountebanks \  thefe  were 
I  compounded  of  Arjemck  alone,  with  Wax  y 
|  or  had  many  other  Things  added  there- 
i  unto,  appropriated  to  the  Difeafe.  One 
i  of  the  chief  Forms  of  this  Kind  is  the 
i  following : 

■  *  \  t  -  *  t  J  v  ...  *X- 

>.-*  |  '  ■  *  *  •  /  -<  '  t  > 

P  Diilamni  cret .  pulv.  9  vijv  fuh*  Jtnapi  3  fs. 

3  Benzoin.  5  ij.  Arfenici  veri  3  iij.  oL  cinnam •  gutt* 

\  ^ij.  cera  opt.  3  v.  cum  mm  Hag.  gum.  tragacanth 4> 

(’  aceto  rofac.  far  at.  F.  pafia ,  unde  placenta  multifor - 
I  me 5  depfitlca  parentur ,  ad  fondus  3  ij.  vel  iij.  cor- 

!dis  regioni  adrriovtnday  linteo  ferlco  priks  involute *■ 

For  it  commonly  -  prevailed  amongft  the 

Populace,  that  Arfemck,  by  fome  magnetickr 

I  Vertuey  draws  away  aH  Poifbn,  efpecially 

Ej  that  of  a  Pehilence.  The  wearing  alfo  of 

j  a  dried  Toad  was  a  mighty  Secret  with 

I  fome. 

* 

BUT  to  give  my  Thoughts  concerning 
|  the  good  or  bad  Effefts  of  thefe  appended 
1  Remedies,  I  do  not  remember  any  one  who 
had  their  Expeditions  anfwered  thereby  ‘7 
I  but  many  confiding  too  much  in  themr 
1  negle&d  other  more  neceffary  Means  of 

Pre^ 
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frefervation,  and  brought  thertifelves  into 
great  Hazard  of  their  Lives  by  wearing 
them :  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  which  I 
met  with  in  an  elderly  Lawyer,  who  upon 
wearing  an  Arfeuical  Amulet  upon  his  Bread:, 
had  a  pehilential  Carbuncle  rife  under  it* 
the  third  Day  after  which  he  died.  In 
feme  others  large  Vefications  appeared* 
not  from  any  Venom  drawn  out,  but  from 
the  Cauftick  Quality  of  the  Charm  it  felf* 
and  the  Communication  of  its  own  Poifon 
to  the  . Part:  What  Madnefs  was  it,  in 
fuch  a  terrible  Calamity,  to  put  the  Hazard 
of  Life  upon  liich  idle  and  ridiculous  Ex¬ 
periments?  -  •  -  :  • 

*  1  il. . .  .5  ,  'f, 

*•  -  ’  =  *••  :*•  •  '*  >  -■  *-•- 

BUT  to  pafs  over  fuch  Baubles*  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Means  that  are  conformable  to 
Reafon,  and  the  Rules  of  Medicine*  IJfuet 
are  not  to  be  forgot  •  for  by  thefe  all  kinds 
of  Impurities  are  allowed  to  how  out  along 
with  the  pefilential  Poifon,  as  through  an 
open  and  ready  Palfage ;  and  the  more  of 
thefe  little  Ulcers  are  made,  the  better,  al¬ 
though  their  Largenefs  may  anfver  as  well 
as  more  in  Number  ^  that  is,  if. they  are  b!g 
enough  to  hold  4,  6  or  8  Peas  together. 
If  any  one  hath  a  Mind  for  two  Lilies,  let 

one  be  made  in  the  left  Arm*  and  the  other 

* 

in 
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in  the  oppofite  Leg.  And  as  fbr  the  life- 

fulnefs  of  thefe,  I  can  ipeak  it  of  my  owri 

. 

Experience,  that  whenfoever  I  was  moil  be- 

■ 

fet  withpeftilential  Fumes,intheCourfeof  my 
Bufinefs,  I  could  then  immediately  perceive 
a  ihooting  Pain  in  my  IfTue,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  an  ill  conditioned  Matter  difcharge 

from  it ;  and  this  I  alwa>;  s  looked  upon  as 

* 

a  fure  Warning  to  have  timely  recourfe  to 
Alexifharmkks . 

1  &  i  »  *  ** 

'  •  -  .  -  .  •  ••  r  :  vi  ,  J  \  ■  •  '  ‘  •  *  .  ■; 

GRE  A  T  Service  was  likewife  found  in 
the  Prefervation  again#  the  Peitilence,  as 
well  as  in  its  curative  Part,  by  the  Applica- 
\  tion  of  BUfiers ,  arid  keeping  them  open  a 

good  while. 

**• 

I  -j  j  •  T  r 

-  :  '  ~ 

HAVING  tlius  come  to  a  Conclufion, 

-T*  '  ••  #  •  '  '  '  •  ,  J 

1  think  it  not  amifs  to  recite  the  Means  which 

I  ufed  to  preferve  my  felf  from  the  Infe£iion,. 

during  the  continual  Courfe  of  my  Buimefe 

among  the  Sick. 

.  ° 

I 

A  S  foon  as  I  rofe  in  the  Morning  early., 

;  I  took  the  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  of  the 
jlnti-fefrll cntial  Electuary  •  then  after  the  Dii- 
patch  of  private  Concerns  in  my  Family, 
I  ventured  into  a  large  Room,  where  Crowds 
of  Citizens  ufed  to  be  in  waiting  for  me; 

and 
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and  there  I  commonly  fpent  two  or  thrdb 
Hours^  as  in  an  Hofpital,  examining  the  fe^ 
veral  Conditions  and  Circumfhmces  of  all 
who  came  thither  ^  fome  df  which  had  Ul¬ 
cers  yet  uncured,  and  others  to  be  advifed 
tinder  the  firft  Symptoms  of  Seizure }  all 
which  I  endeavoured  to  dilpatch,  with  all 
poilible  Care  to  their  various  Exigencies. 

A  S  loon  as  this  Crowd  Could  be  di£ 
charged,  I  judged  it  not  proper  to  go  abroad 
falling,  and  therefore  got  my  Breakfafl: : 
After  which,  till  Dinner-time,  I  vifited  the 
Sick  at  their  Houfes ;  whereupon,  entring 
their  Houfes,  I  immediately  had  burnt  fome 
proper  Thing  upon^Coals,  and  alfo  kept  in 
my  Mouth  fome  Lozenges  all  the  while  I 
was  examining  them.  But  they  ard  in  a 
Mi  hake  who  report  that  Phyiicians  ufed,- 
on  fuch  Occafions,  very  hot  Things as 
/Myrrh j  Z'edoarjy  j4ngelicay  Ginger ,  &c.  for 
many,  deceived  thereby,  raifed  Inflammations 
upon  their  Tonfils,  and  greatly  endangered 
their  Lungs. 

I  further  took  Care  not  to  go  into  the 
Rooms  of  the  Sick  when  I  fweated,  or  were 
Ihort-breathed  with  Walking  •,  and  kept  my 
Mind  as  compofed  as  poihble,  being  fiiffici- 

ently 


from  a  fyeftilence.  2  2  5 
Ihtly  warned  by  fuch,  who  had  grievoufly 
fulfered  by  Uneafinefs  in  that  Refpe£L  After 
fome  Hours  Vifiting  in  this  Manner^  I  re¬ 
turned  Home.  Before  Dinner,  I  always 

"  y  ;  * 

drank  a  Glafs  of  Sack,  to  warm  the  Stomach, 
refreih  the  Spirits,  and  diilipate  any  begin¬ 
ning  Lodgment  of  the  Infection.  I  chofe 
Meats  for  my  Table  that  y elided  an  eafie 

-  -  ••  A  %  \ 

and  generous  Nouriihment,  roafted  before 
boiled^  and  Pickles  not  only  fuitable  to  the 

Meats*  but  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper * 

*  -  •  ‘ 

(and  indeed  in  this  melancholy  Time,  the 
City  greatly  abounded  with  Variety  of  all 
good  Things  of  that  Nature  )  I  feidom  like-*- 


wife  rofe  from  Dinner  without  drinking  more 

...  4  *  * 

Wine.  After  this,  I  had  always  many  Per- 

!fons  came  for  Advice  *  and  as  loon  as  I 
could  difpatch  them5  I  again  vifited  till 
i|  Eight  or  Nine  at  Nighty  and  then  concluded 
[  the  Evening  at  Home,  by  drinking  to  Cheer- 

A  ’  1  ■  t  T  >  ’  * 

fulnefs  of  my  old  favourite  Liquor,  which 
encouraged  Sleep,  and  an  eafie  Bi-eathing 


ti 

I 

Li 


through  the  Pores  all  Night.  But  if  in  the 
Day-time  1  found  the  lea‘h  Approaches  of 
the  Infection  upon  me,  as  by  Giddinefs, 

Loathing  at  Stomachy  and  Faintnefs,  I  im- 

\  *  .  ' 

mediately  had  Recourfe  to  a  Glafs  of  this 
Wine,  which  eafily  drove  thefe  beginning 
Difotders  away  by  Tranfpiration. 


YET 
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YET  in  the  whale  Courfe  of  the  InfeL 
ftion,  I  found  my  felf  Ill  but  twice  •  but  was 
foon  again  cleared  of  its  Approaches  by  thefe’ 
Means,  and  the  Help-  of  fuoh  Antidotes  as  I 
kept  always  by  me. 

B  XJ  T  to  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Cit  zens  much 
accuftomed  themlelves  to  certain  Compofl- 
tions  for  keeping  off  the  Infection,  by  con¬ 
tinual  Smelling  to  them  j  the  chief  amongft 
which  was  the  following. 

Tulv.  rad.  angelic  a  ^  fummit .  rorifm.  &  la* 
vendula  cum  jloribus  ana  3  ij.  caryophyll.  3  iiij* 
labddmi  pur  Iff.  Styracis  ana  3  iij*  omnibus  prop.  in 
cnmmixtione  adde  cl.  mcis  mofch.  per  expreff.  3  j* 
fs.  ol.  ligni  rhod.  9  ij.  camphor  a  3  fs.  mofchi  gr. 
viij.  cum  cera  opt.  p.  f.  F.  maffa .  Some  like- 
Wife  would  fine  11  to  Galbanumy  Oil  of  Worm* 
vpoodj  or  Rue,  as  alfo  the  Oil  or  Spirit  drawn 
Tom  Pitchy  and  dropped  upon  Cotton,  to  be 
kept  in  a  dole  Ivory  Box.  Yet  I  could  not 
fo  much  approve  of  thefe  Things,  as  they 
were  ufed  becaufe  they  fo  much  dilated 
tiie  Pores  of  the  olfaflory  Organs,  as  to  give 
moie  Liberty  'for  the  peffilential  Miafmata  to 
pafsJn  along  with  them. 

T  H  & 


t  •  ?  < 

THE  Purification  of  Houfes  itras  con£ 
trived  to  be  done  feveral  Ways  ^  but  what 
I  moft  approved  of,  was  in  placing  a  Cha- 
fing-difh  in  the  Middle  of  a  Room,  or  the 
Entries,  or  Windows,  where  proper  Things 
were  burnt,  and  exhaled  all  round.  Quick¬ 
lime  was  like  wife  thrown  into  the  follow-* 
ing  Deco&ion. 


5^  FoL  Scordiij  Angelica  ana  M  iij.  fummiti 
tauriy  rutaiy  lavendula  ana  M  j.  fs.  fl-r.  rcfar<> 
pallid .  fambuci  ana  p.  ij.  calami  aromat.  '5  v.  Cad 
tyophylL  ContuJ .  5  iij*  i7*  devoid  io  in  duabus  p»  aq„ 
font .  &  tertid  aceti  rofac •  vel  Sambuc.  cunfimillter 
ac  l agency  d  rancor c0  &  fuu  calcis  extinctione  mun * 


dantur7  it  a  ut  Liquor  era  inditum  amp  Hus  vitient.3  Gr 
torrumpant.  For  as  foon  as  the  Lime  is  thrown 
in,  it  raifes  a  very  penetrating  Steam,  which 
feemed  very  likely  to  deftroy  the  Efficacy, 
6f  the  pefiilential  Miafmata.  For  the  femO 


‘Purpoie  iikewife  Were  the  following 
JudicioCrEy  contrived* 


very 


l 


B!  Satis  petrd  lib.  j.  Sulphur  is  ^  iij.  benzoins 
Styracis  fiinul  liquati.  ana  q*  J »  ut  for  meatier  f  a, 
’Trochifc.  deb.  exiccatidu 
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OF  THE 

Different  Caufes 


O  F 

cPeJiilential  T/ifeafes t  Sec. 

■  $ 

HERE  is  hardly  any  one 
Subject  more  largely  treated 
o i  by  Pliyfical  Writers,  than 
that  of  pcflilential  Difeafes , 
and  the  Reafon  of  it  I  take  to 
*  be,  the  Frequency  in  all  Ages  and  Countries, 
of  Alarms  from  fuch  dreadful  Dehroyers; 
and  the  uncommon  Impreffions  they  are 
apt  to  make  upon  the  Minds  of  thole, 
whofe  Profeilion  naturally  leads  them  to 
enquire  into  their  Caufes.  But  in  this  it 
has  fared  as  with  all  the  other  Branches  of 
that  noble  Science.  The  Conjectures  and 

Q.  4 
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ppiqions  of  Pel-foil's  have  at  all  Times  been 
too  much  influenced  by  the  Philofophy  in 
Voi'Ue^  infoimjeh  that  it  is  almoft  an  endiefs 
as  well  as  an  unprofitable  Task,  to  examine 

f 

into  them  all  :  And  as  fuch  an  Enquiry 
is  not  coiJiflent  with  the  intended  Brevity 
of  thefe  Pages,  I  ihall  pafs  them  by,  only 
Juft  taking  Notice  of  the  moil  confiderable 
Opinions,  under  which,  moff  that  has  been 
advanced  to  any  Purpoie  may  be  reduced. 

i 

ALL  x4uthors  upon  this  Subjefl,  may 
be  reduced  under  thefe  two  Sorts :  Such 
as  afcribe  them  to  the  immediate  Wrath 

V/-  "  •  ‘  v/  •  ... 

of  Leaven,  and  account  them  as  Punifh- 

X  / 

ments  inflicted  by  the  immediate  Exertion 
of-  a  Supernatural  Power  ;  and  fuch  as  affign 
for  their  Origin  feme  natural  Caryfe. 

ALTHOUGH  too  great  a  Regard 

■*  * 

cannot  be  had  to  the  Author  of  our  Beings, 
yet  Care  fhould  likewife  be  taken,  not  to 
afcribe  every  Calamity  to  the  immediate 
Exertion  of  the  Almighty  Power  ^  for  it 
Leems  much  more  worthy  of  the  Divine 
-being  lo  to  order  it,  that  from  the  Courfe 
o:  fecond  or  natural  Caufes,  Puniiliments 
fliall  puriue  Offenders,  than  to  imagine  the 
frequent  Exertion  of  his  Power  in  a  Way 

w  *  Hi  / 

ff  '  *  ■  *  *  .  ■  -  }.'*•  •<.  •  i 

fuper- 


* 
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fupernaturai  to  inflid  fucli  Pumfliments, 
But  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  to 
fufped,  that  the  Number  of  this  Sed  was 
very  much  increaled  by  fuch,  as  either 
out  of  Ignorance  in  ether  Caufes,  or  out 
of  an  affeded  Devotion,  thought  it  their 
IntereR  to  come  into  this  Opinion,  and 
pretend  to  do  greater  Cures  by  certain  reli¬ 
gious  Performances,  and  their  Interceffion 
with  Heayen,  than  was  in  the  Power  of 
Medicine,  of  which  they  knew  but  very 
little. 

O  F  thofe  that  ailign  fome  natural  Caule, 
there  are  leveral  Opinions :  Some  afcribe 
them  to  aflral  Influences,  to  mall  an  Con- 
jundions  and  RadiatiOiis  of  the  Heavenly 
Bodies.  We  find,  from  the  moil:  remote 
Antiquity,  not  only  Tefillential  Dfiafcs,  but 
likewife  a  great  many  others,  afcrlbed  to 
the  fame  Caules :  But  all  the  Reafoninas 
*  about  this  Conjedure  have  been  very  obfcure 
and  perplexed  until  the  prefent  Age,  when 
Sir  Jfaac  Newton  firfl:  taught  Men  to  think 
juflly,  and  talk  intelligibly  about  the  Mo¬ 
tions  and  Influences  of  thofe  remote  Bodies 
upon  our  Atmofyhcre :  And  upon  his  Theory 
Dr.  Mead  has  fince  further  proceeded  to 
determine  their  Efficacies  upon  humane 

Bodies* 
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Bodies.-  By  which,  as  it  does  appear  that 
they  affeCt  us  no  other  wife  than  as  they 
occaiion  the  leveral  Variations  of  the  Sea- 
ions,  and  different  Conffitutions  of  the 
Air,  the  Reader  muff  fee  left  to  the  Confe¬ 
deration  of  fuch  Caufes. 

i  -  *  \ 

ANOTHER  Caufe  is  charged  upon 
Steams  and  Exhalations  from  putrefying 
Bodies.  There  are  Abundance  of  Inftances 
to  fupport  this  Opinion,  that  manifeftly  dif- 
, cover  very  fatal  EffeSs  from  fuch  Caufes, 
As  Battels  are  generally  fought  in  Summer- 
Time,  when  by  the  Heat  of  the  Seafon 
Things  are  moft  difpofed  to  PutrefaTion, 
fo  it  has  often  been  obferved,  that  the  Plague 
has  appeared  after  great  Slaughters  of  Men 
in  Fight,  as  appears  by  undoubted  Tefti- 
mony  from  Julius  Alexandrines  (a)y  Dio  dor tU 
Siculus ,  and  a  great  many  others,  too  tedious 
to  mention.  Ambrofe  Tarrey  (v)  gives  a  Re¬ 
lation  of  a  Plague,  that  laid  waffe  almoft 
a  whole  Country,  which  had  its  Rife  from 
the  Stench  of  a  great  many  human  Car- 
eales  that  were  thrown  into  one  Pit,  and 
left  Rotting  uncovered.  Joannes  Wolftm  (c). 

For  eft m 


(a)  De  Bello  Panico. 

(£)  Lib.  io.  Cap.  3. 

O)  Tom.  i.  memorab.  Cent,  10. 


forefim  (/)?  the  abovementioned  Tarrey  (e J, 
and  Agricola  (f),  all  take  Notice  of  Plagues 
arifing  from  the  Stench  of  putrifying  Fiih 
that  were  thrown  dea4  upon  the  Shores. 

OTHER  Steams  of  the  fame  Efficacy 
frequently  arife  from  the  Putrefactions  of 
ftagnant  Waters,  and  other  Bodies,  which, 
in  fome  particular  Conhitutions  of  Air,  are 
apt  to  corrupt  and  emit  very  offenfive  Ffflu*’ 
via.  Dr.  Mead  (g)  relates  from  Diogenes 
Laertius  (h\  that  Empedocles  obferved  a  pe¬ 
nitential  Bifeafe  to  aftiiCt  the  Salimmtij7  from 
the  Putrefaftion  of  a  certain  River  ^  to  re¬ 
medy  which,  he  contrived  to  have  the 
Streams  of  two  other  neighbouring  Rivers 
drained  into  it,  which,  by  their  Increafe 

pf  the  Current,  with  an  additional  Weight 

_ 

and  Preffure  of  Water,  brought  the  former 
to  its  ufual  Sweetnefs,  and  lb  put  a  Stop  to 
the  Plague. 

T  O  this  Purpofe  Dr.  Elot  ( i )  obferves, 
the  Reafons  why  Oxford  is  now  much  more 

health- 


(d)  Tn  his  Scholium  upon  Obf.  p.  Lib.&  .  ^ 

(e)  De  Pefte,  Lib.  6 .  '• 

(f)  De  Pefle,  Lib.  i. 

(g  Prsef.  de  Tmperio  Solis  ac  Lunse3 
{h)  Lib.  8.  Segoo.  70. 

(/)  Nat.  Hiffi  of  OxfirdJhi're3  Chap,  2. 
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healthful  than  heretofore,  to  be  the  Enlarge- 
ment  of  the  City,  whereby  the  Inhabitants, 
who  are  not  proportionably  increafed,  and 
not  fo  clofe  crowded  together*,  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magiftrates  in  keeping  the  Streets 
clear  from  Filth  :  For  formerly  (he  fays) 
they  nled  to  kill  all  Manner  of  Cattle 
within  the  Walls,  and  fnffer  their  Dung  and 
Offals  to  lie  in  the  Streets.  Moreover,  a- 
boiit  thofe  Times  the  Ifts  and  Chcrwcll ,  thro5 
the  Carelefaefs  of  the  Townfmen,  being 
filled  with  Mud,  and  the  Common-Shores 
by  fuch  Means  flopped,  did  caufe  the  Afcent 
of  Malignant  Vapours  whenever  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  Flood.  But  fince  that,  by 
the  Care  and  at  the  Charge  of  Richard  Fox , 
Bifliop  of  Wincheftcr ,  in  the  Year  1517,  thole 
Rivers  were  cleanied,  and  more  Trenches 
cut  for  the  Water’s  free  FalTase,  the  Town 
has  continued  in  a  very  healthful  Condi¬ 
tion  ^  and  in  a  particular  Manner  fo  free 
from  Peftilential  Difeafes,  that  the  Sicknefs 
In  1  <$£5,  which  raged  in  mofl  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  never  vifited  any  Perfon  there, 
although  the  Terms  were  there  kept,  and 
the  Court  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
there  reldde. 


TO 


of  peftiknthl  Difeaftu 

T  O  this  Caufe,  his  very  probable,  is 
owing  the  Frequency  of  the  Plague  at  Grand 
Cairo  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  liland  or  Sardinia# 
as  Paufanias  and  others  relate :  Although 
indeed  Proffer  Jlpinw  {a )  charges  a  great  deal 
of  the  Caure  of  that  at  Cairo,  upon  theh* 
continual  Commerce  with  fuch  Nations  as 
are  feldom  without  fuch  infectious  Dlleafe. 
And  for  this  Reafon  it  is,  that  we  find  all 
thole  Countries,  which  moll:  abound  with 
Swamps  and  Standing-Waters,  to  be  mofi 

I  unhealthful,  efpecially  in  the  hottefi  Seafons  # 
except,  as  in  ieveral  Parts  of  Italy ,  fuch  Lakes 
have  any  Communication  with  the  Sea,  or 

9  + 

fome  large  Rivers.  To  this  purpofe  Fifo  (h) 

frequently  obferves  thole  Places  to  be  molt 

lubjeft  to  fuch  Calamities,  where  there  are 

conftant  Heat  and  fettled  Calms,  as  fuch  a 

Temperament  of  Air  mob:  difpofes  Bodies  to 

Putrefaction  and  Corruption,  as  in  St.  The- 

"  mas  If  and,  and  Guinea  :  And,  on  the  con- 

trary,  that  notwithflandmg  the  Intenienefe  of 

Heat,  if  the  Fluids  are  but  agitated  by 

Winds,  Tides,  and  Currents,  there  is  little 

Danger  of  fuch  Difeafes*,  and  the  lefs  hill, 

the  more  regular  and  conhant  the  Seafons  are 

upon 


(a')  De  Medicin.  Egypt.  Lib.  i .  Cap.  15. 
( b)  i i  j  It  Indi a  and  Brafd. 
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upon  other  Accounts :  By  which  Means  it 
is,  that  between  the  Tropicfay  and  even  under 
the  Equator,  it  is  very  healthful, 

UNDER  this  Head  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  obferve,  that  too  fcanty  and  mean 
a  Diet,  and  Feeding  upon  unripened  and  un¬ 
found  Fruits,  are  frequently  charged  with 
a  Share  in  Mifchiefs  of  this  kind.  Jofcphus 
(a)  and  Julius  Cafar  (b),  among#  Hiftorians  $ 
Forefiusy  (c)  and  feveral  other  phy heal  Wri¬ 
ters,  give  Accounts  of  Plagues  from  the  like 
Caufes.  Galen  (jP)  is  very  pofitive  in  this 
Matter*  and  in  one  Place  (f)  accufes  his 
great  Maher  Hippocrates  with  NeglefKng  too 
much  the  Confequence  of  a  bad  Diet;  and 
aferibing  feme  Mifchiefs  arifxng  from  thence 
to  a  bad  Air,  And  upon  this  is  grounded 
the  common  Opinion  of  a  Plague* s  following 
a  Famine ;  in  which  Circum fiances,  the  poor¬ 
er  fort,  who  feed  meaneft,  generally  fiiffer 
fiioftj  as  it  frequently  happens  in  long  Sieges,* 
and  Armies  ill  fupplied  with  Provifions.  Thus 

Tra- 


(a '  De  Bello  Juddicoy  Lib.  7.  Cap.  26. 

Kb)  De  Bello  Civili ,  Lib.  2. 

(c)  Lib.  6.  Outer.  9.  and  26. 

+  f  d  nib.  r.  de  differ.  Feo.  Cap.  3.  3c  de  cibis  tnali  $£ 
fcO i  1 !  luce  . 

(ej  Comment,  in  Lib.  de  natalium,  text.  4. 
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Travellers  report,  that  Sun  at  in  the  Eaft-In^ 
dies  is  leldom  or  never  free  from  a  Plague,* 
which  is  afcribed  to  the  mean  Diet  of  the 
Natives,  who  are  B  anions  ^  and  feed  oh  little 
elfe  than  Herbs,  Water,  Rice,  and  fuch  like 
pitiful  Fare  j  for  it  is  obferved,  that  the 
Europeans  who  trade  there,  are  in  no  Danger 
of  being  inferred,  hecaule  they  feed  well  on 
Flefh,  and  drink  Wine,  which  fecures  them 
againft  thofe  malignant  Difeafes. 

A  Third  Caufe  is  afcribed  to  Mineral 
Eruptions  and  fribterraneous  Exhalations. 
Teftilenees  from  this  Caufe  are  more  infre¬ 
quent  than  from  feveral  others  *,  becaufe  fuch 
Eruptions  hardly  ever  happen  but  upon 
Earthquakes,  or  Breaking  into  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth  by  Mines,  Pits,  Wells,  and  the 
like  ^  and  then  too,  in  Order  to  produce  a 
Teftilence7  it  is  neceffary  that  what  foe  ver  ex¬ 
hales  and  mixes  with  the  ambient  Air^ 

* ' 

muft  be  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  to  render  it 
unrefpirable  }  or  to  communicate  by  it  fuch. 
Particles  to  the  Animal  Juices  as  will  per¬ 
vert  their  natural  Grafts,  and  difturb  their 
due  Secretions  *,  which  does  not  often  hap^ 

pen,  for  there  are  frequent  Shocks  of  the 

_ / 

Earth  from  intefHne  Fermentations,  which 
are  not  followed  by  any  fuch  Mifchiefs,  as 

they 
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they  happen  only  from  the  Struggle  of  fudi 
Principles,  as  when  they  have  got  Vent,  nei¬ 
ther  of  themfelves,  or  by  any  Thing  emit¬ 
ted  with  them,  are  of  that  difagreeable  Na- 
ture  as  to  give  any  Difturbance  to  the  Ani¬ 
mal  GEconomy. 

'  i  .  .  . 

C  J  RO  LV  S  de  la  Font ,  (a)  indeed,  as 
well  as  feveral  others,  lays  great  Strefs  upon 
Caufes  of  this  kind,  and  charges  TefiUential 
Difeafes  chiefly  to  Mineral  Exhalations  of 
divers  kinds  ^  as  Arfenical ,  Mercurial,  Sulfhu- 
roti:,  &c.  which  he  imagines  the  ambient 
Air  often  to  be  overcharged  with,  either 

r  _ 

from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  Earthquakes,  or 
fubterraneous  Fires.  To  all  this,  Per  fins  of 
different  Opinion  objeT,  the  Infrequency  of 
Plagues  in  Calabria ,  Naples,  arid  feveral  Parts 
of  Sicily,  where  there  are  manifeftly  very 
great  fubterraneous  Fires,  fiich  as  occafion 
violent  Earthquakes,  and  many  furious  and 
plentiful  Eruptions  of  metallick  and  irii- 
neral  Fumes.  A  Very  diftinft  Relation  of 
which,  from  his  own  Knowledge,  may  be 
met  with  from  Dr.  Bernard  Connor ,  (b)  who 
has  been  very  curious  in  his  Enquiries  here¬ 
unto.  BUT 


(a)  Differr.  de  Pefte. 

F)  De  month  Vefuvij  laceridic?. 


■5* 


"  ’  I 

BUT  however  Authors  differ  upon  this 
1  Head,  feveral  very  odd  Relations  are  to  be 
jj  met  with  in  Hiftory  of  malignant  and  dead- 
'j  ly  Sicknefles  from  thefe  Caufes.  That  Story 
|  is  very  hrange  which  is  related  by  Ammianm 
|  'MarcelUrmi)  (a)  and  taken  Notice  of  by  Cardati 
and  Riolanm,  that  a  moft  grievous  Peftilencfe 
n  broke  out  in  Seleucia ,  which,  from  thence  to 
ti  Part hia,  Greece ,  and  Italy}  fpread  it  felf  thro’ 
a  great  part  of  the  World,  from  the  Opening 
d  an  ancient  Vault  in  the  Temple  of  Apollo ,  and 
i  that  it  raged  with  fo  much  Fury,  as  to  fweep 
i  away  a  third  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe 
>!  Countries  it  viftted* 


I T  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with 
r  many  Relations  of  the  fudden  and  ftrange 
i  Effects  of  fome  Steams  arifmg  from  Mines 
jj  and  Pits,  which  are  generally  termed  by  our 
|  Colliers  Damps ,  becaufe  almoh  every  Body  has 
already  been  acquainted  with  fuch  Accounts* 


DR.  Plot  (h)  tells  us,  That  about  Twenty 
Years  fince,  two  Perfons  were  employed  to 
il  dig  a  Well  in  the  Parifli  of  North- Leigh  in 


R 


(a) 

(b) 


Ki fir.  73. 

Nat  Hi  ft.  of  Qxfirdjftiret  Chap.  3.  Pan  3  tv 


1 r  ‘ 

V 
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Oxfordshire ,  but  upon  being  taken  ill,  left  off 
the  Work  :  Whereupon  it  was  undertaken 
by  two  others  of  Woodfiock ,  who,  before 
they  could  do  any  thing  confiderable  in  it, 
funk  down,  and  died  irrecoverably  in  the 
Well :  Which  being  perceived  by  a  Miller 
hard  by,  and  he  coming  to  their  Aftiftance, 
fell  down  dead  upon  them.  Another  alfo 
venturing  to  do  the  fame,:  with  a  Rope  tied 
about  him,  fell  from  the  Ladder  juft  in  the 
fame  Manner  y  and  though  prefently  drawn 
up  by  the  People  above,  yet  he  was  fcarcely 
recover’d  in  an  Hour  or  more.  And  fince 
then,  upon  a  Bucket’s  falling  into  a  Well  in 
another  Part  of  the  Town,  a  Woman  per-' 
fwaded  a  ftrong  lufty  Man  to  go  down  a 
Ladder  to  fetch  it,  who,  by  that  Time  he 
had  got  half  way  down,  fell  from  the  Lad¬ 
der  into  the  Well  *,  upon  which,  the  Woman 
called  another  of  her  Neighbours  to  his  Aift- 
ftahce,  who,  much  about  the  feme  Place,., 
met  with  the  feme  Fate,  without  giving  the 
ieaft  Sign  of  Change  ^  fa  fatal  ( feys  the 
Defter)  are  the  Damps  of  that  Place.  Dr. 
Soot  0)  tells  a  Story  that  happened  at  Dub- 
Im  in  Ireland ,  juft  of  the  feme  Nature.  And 


in 


L  j  Nat,  Hi (t  Cap.  18.  Ssft.  4, 
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I  '  *  >  "  .  5*  ■'  • 

1  in  the  Fhilofopbical  TranfaEllons  (a )y  there 
j  are  the  like  Relations  of  Damps  in  the 
Coal-Mines  belonging  to  the  Lord  Sinclair 
in  Scotland . 


THE  moil  furprizing  EfFeft  of  thefe 
!  fubterraneoUs  Effluvia  that  I  ever  met  with, 

8  is  in  a  Relation  of  Dr.  Bernard  Connor,  of 

*  certain  Perfons  in  Baris  digging  deep  in  a 
l  Vault  or  Cellar,  who;  were  fo  fuddeniy 
1!  transfixed  by  fome  fubtile  Vapour,  that 

9  .1  r.  *  ■  -  * 

I  when  a  Servant-Maid  came  down  to  fpeak 

*  with  them,  fhe  found  them  in  Pofiures  as  if 

f  ’  *  .  * '  * 

f!  at  Work  *,  one  with  his  Pick-x4x  advanced, 
|  another  with  his  Shovel  full  of  Earth,  half 
1  lifted  up,  and  a  Woman  fitting  by  with 

i,?  V  '>«  .  '  * 

I  her  Arm  upon  her  Knee,  her  Head  leaning 
ij  upon  that  Hand,  with  mamfefl  Expeftati- 
c  ons  in  her  Countenance  of  what  they  were 
i  In  Search  after. 

I  *  THE  fame  Author,  from  his  own  Know- 
si  ledge,  gives  a  very  exaft  Account  of  a 
f  Grotta  in  Italy,  much  talked  of,  and  com-* 
ij  monly  called  la  Grotta  de  cafii ,  by  this  Au- 
f!  thor,  Crypt  a  K  vvikhs?  But  Dr.  Mead  hath 

R  2  fince. 


,1 

N"o* 
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finee,  from  his  own  'Knowledge  alfo,  given 
a  very  particular  and  rational  Account! of 
this  Place,  and  the  Manner  of  its  killing  ^ 
to  whom  therefore  the  Reader  may  turn 
for  further  Satisfaction. 

**  .  '  ^  ~  •  V  j*  .  '  i  h  —  '  V. 

, .* 

A  N  O  T  H  E  R,  and  more  general  Caufe 
than  any  hitherto  mentioned  of  thefe  Ma¬ 
ladies,  is  fome  bad  and  unwholfome  Con- 
fHtution  of  Air.  Such  Conflitutions  may 
arife  from  feveral  Caufes,  which  although 
they  affecf  us  in  different  Manners,  yet  as 
they  are  equally  fatal,  we  call  them  all 
Malignant  or  Pefiilential :  In  Order  there¬ 
fore  to  Underhand  the  better  how  we  are 
differently  affeCted  by  thofe  different  Con¬ 
futations,  it  will  be  proper  to;confxder  them 
fomewhat  diftin&ly,  under  thefe  general 
-Pleads,  4iz,.  A  dry  hot  Air,  hot  and  ?rioijt0  cold 
and  moiflj  and  cold  and  dry  }  to  which  mofl 
Variations  of  Air  may  be  reduced. 

•  •  1  »  ■  ■.  t  +4  •  '  '  *  - 

T  HAT  from  the  feveral  Conftitutions 
ol  Air,  our  Bodies  are  differently  a  ft  e  fled  *, 
and  that  rnoli  Difeafes'  are  in  fome  Meafure 
more  or  lefs  influenced  thereby,  is  quite  out 
of  Difpute.  Hippocrates ,  in  a  great  many 
, Places  declares  hinifelf  of  this  Mind:  His 
whole  third  Seel  ion  of  Aphorifms  is  a  Proof 

r* 

ox 

\ 
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jtf  it 7  and  in  feveral  Places  (a)  he  difcovers 
his  Opinion,  that  Teflilcntial  Difeafes  have 
their  Rife  from  hence.  Galen  7  his  beft  In¬ 
terpreter,  underflood  his  to  which 

fbme  will  have  to  be  meant  of  feme  what 
Divine,  or  the  immediate  Hand  of  God,  to 
be  nothing  elfe  but  a  particular  Confuta¬ 
tion  of  Air  arising  from  natural  Caufes  7 
and  that  he  was  of  the  fame  Mind  liim- 
lelf^  is  very  plain  from  his  own  Writings  (P), 


I  T  is  almoft  endlefs,  as  well  as  altogether 
needlels,  to  cite  all  the  Authorities  for  this 
Opinion,  that  might  be  co  Hefted  from  the 
moil  remote  Antiquity  down  to  the  pre- 
fent  Age.  We  lhall  therefore  proceed  to 
confider  the  different  Confbitutions  of  Air, 
.according  to  the  forementioned  Diftinftion  *, 
premifmg  only,  that  the  Terms  Hot7  Cold9 
are  ufed  in  a  twofold  Senfe,  the  one  is  Ab- 
folute,  and  the  other  Relative  *  by  the  former, 
viz..  Abfolute  Heat ,  Cold7  &c.  is  under  flood 

V 

one  fnnple  Property  of  the  Air  only,  as  it 
is  different  not  in  Degree,  but  in  Quality 
from  others  :  By  the  latter,  that  is,  Relative 
Heat ,  &c.  is  meant  certain  Degrees  of  thofe 

R  3  Pro- 


(a)  FUL  Epidem.  and  de  Aere,  Aquis  Sc  Locis. 
W  Vid.  Comment,  in  Epidenje  BiMgyaUz. 

V  1  J  »  t  :  4  x  v  ■  “  “'-"A 
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Properties :  As  the  fame  Air  may  at  the 
fame  Time  be  faid  properly  to  be  both 
Hot  and  Cold,  or  Dry  and  Moilt,  as  it  is 

*  ~  ‘  *  .  r-  ;  i 

qpmpared  with  another  Air,  either  Hotter 
or  Colder,  Dryer,  or  MQifter*,  for  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  a'  hotter' Air,  it  will  be  termed  cold, 
when  at  the  fame  Time  if  it  be  compared 
to  a  colder  Air,  it  would  be  accounted  hot : 
And  fo  of  the  reft.  To  which  Difti nftion, 
i;  is  very  neceftary  to  have  conftant  Regard 

1*  t  *.  t  zT  s 

to  avoid  Confufipn. 

-  '  <U-c  v  i 

THOSE  Countries  where  the  Air  is 
hot  and  dry  for  the  greateft  Part,  are  re¬ 
lated  to  be  healthful,  and  free  from  PeJHUn - 
fiat  DifeafeS)  except  where  there  are  great 
Swamps  and  ftagnant  Waters,  or  by  any 
accidental  Caufes  Bodies  are  expofed  there 
to  Putreaftion,  the  Steams  of  which  render 
rerfons  Dlieafed.  In  fuch  Countries,  for 
the  moft  Part  of  the  Year,  there  is  but  very 
little  Rain,  and  the  Nights  are  compara¬ 
tively  colder  than  elfewhere,  from  the 
great  Dews  which  then  fall.  As  Fifo  ( a ) 

informs  us,  that  the  colder  the  Nights  are 

**•  .  ■ 

in  Brafily  and  the  more  plentifully  the  Dews 

9  .*  i  -  >  -  ‘  .  .  V  -  '  l  -  ,  *  • 

...  ,v  -  fa])j. 


W  I  li  ft.  ini.  &  Brajil 


147 


fall,  the  Inhabitants  account  it  moft  agree- 
able  to  their  Soil,  and  conducive  to  Vege¬ 
tation;  and  Physicians  reckon  it  much  th£ 
moft  healthful  for  the  Inhabitants* 

THE  Heat  of  the  Air  alone,  where  it 
is  conftant  and  uniform,  does  not  appear 
to  render  Perfons  born  in  it,  or  long  ao- 
cuftomed  to  it,  any  more  unhealthful,  than 
that  which  is  more  temperate.  Ariftotls .# 
indeed  fays,  a  hot  and  dry  Southerly  Wind 
will  bring  a  P eft  Hence ;  but  of  fuch  we  have 
very  few  Instances,  efpecially  on  this  Part 
of  the  Globe.  There  is  in  Livy  (ft)  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  Flame  at  Lome .  from  a  exeat 

<-  J  O 

Drought;  and  Nicephorm  (h)  related  fuch 
another  :  But  thefe  generally  come  from 
£bme  other  manifeE  Caufes  befides  Heat, 
and  in  Places  not  accuftomed  to  a  dry  Air* 

BUT  a  hot  and  moiE  Air  is  very  diffe¬ 
rent.  By  Moifiy  is  meant  what  ariies  from 
fudden  or  long  Rains.  This  is  the  Confu¬ 
tation  of  Air  that  moR  Authors  charge 


with  being  the  greateft  Instrument  in  Le~ 


R  4 


ft  ilemial 


*  Probl.  i. 


(ft  Lib.  i.  Deca$.  4. 
(ft)  Lib.  i  5.  Cap.  1  b. 

v  *  \  ' 
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ftilcntid  Diftx empers.  Hipocrates  (c)  afcribe$ 
a  great  deal  to  fuch  an  Air,  and  relates  a 
Tefiilence  that  had  its  Rife  from  great  Heat, 
joined  with  Southerly  Winds  and  much  Rain. 
Galen  is  of  the  fame  Mind,  as  appears  from 
leveral  of  his  Writings  ( d ),  with  many 
others  too  tedious  to  mention.  The  Truth 
of  this  is  likewife  mgnifef:  from  the 
Hifories  of  thole  Countries,  where  there 
are  long  fettled  Heats,  and  afterwards  much 
Rain,  as  in  leveral  Parts  of  the  Baft- Indies, , 
which  are  known  at  fuch  Times  to  be  moft 

■  ~  *  -V.,«  „  - 

grievoufly  afEIfled  with  Fevers  and  Difeales 
of  a  very  malignant  Kind.  The  fame  we 
are  informed  of  from  fome  Places  in  Africa, 
(e)y  viz,.  That  if  Showers  falj  foon  upon 
the  fultry  Keats  of  July  and  Juguft,  pefti- 
lential  Difempers  certainly  enfue.  It  may 
be  generally  obferved  here  too  in  our  own 
Climate,  that  the  mof  unhealthful  Times 
are  after  warm  Rains,  and  the  more  if  the 
Air  is  then  agitated  but  little  with  Winces* 

t  ••  i  *  '  i.  * 

FROM 

.  •  f  ’ 


(c)  Epidem.  Lib.  2  &  3.  de  Aere  Aquis  Sc  Locis, 

Aph.  11-  Se£r.  3. 

(d)  Comment,  in  Ppidem.  Lib.  3.  de  differ.  Febr. Cap. 
4.  de  Temperam  Lib.  1  Cap.  4. 

(ft  Via.  Purchas  Pilg'r.  Lib.  6.  C.  I.  as  alfo  Joan.  Lee 
Hift.  jtfic.Ub.  1.  Cap*  1;  -  '  i  t 


FROM  a  cold  and  moift  Air,  we  have 
little  complained  of,  a§  to  their  occafion- 
ing  thefe  Difeafes,  unlefs  fuch  a  Conhitu- 

•  V 

tion  fets  in  immediately  upon  a  contrary 
Extream  3  for  all  fudden  Changes  of  Wea¬ 
ther  are  more  or  lefs  unhealthful,  as  well 
as  in  other  Refpefts  of  living  3  for  which 
Reafon  particularly,  Corn.  Celfa  adviles  to  be 
very  flow  in  all  Alterations  of  Moment ; 
And  Santtorim  frequently  inculcates  the  fame 
in  his  u4fhorifmSj  and  tells  us  (a)  how  it 
hurtful,  both  to  go  fuddenly  out  of  a  hot 
Air  into  a  cold  one,  and  out  of  a  cold  Air 
into  a  hot  one  3  and  is  alfp  very  particular 
(b')  in  the  Inconv eniencies  of  fuch  a  Con** 
•ftitution  of  Air  we  are  now  fpeaking  of, 
letting  in  after  the  Heat  of  Summer.  H[ 
focrates  (<r)  does  tell  us  of  a  Fefillence  from  long 
continued  cold  Rains,  as  likewife  does  Fer- 
rielius  (/),  but  fuch  Infhmces  are  not  common. 

THE  laft  Conflitudon  of  Air  we.  are 
to  take  Notice  ofj  is  that  which  is  colfi 
and  dry,  againft  which  there  are  a  great 

many 


(a)  Medicma  Statica.  Sell.  2.  Aph.  18. 

(b)  Ibid.  Aph.  6,  and  29.  *  * 

(c)  Lib.  3.  JGpidem. 

(d)  De  Abdit.  Lib.  2.  Cap.  ju, 
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many  very  heavy  Complaints.  Gden  writes 
of  a  moff  Raging  Peftilence  about  dquileia 
in  ih?/y,  that  began  in  the  very  Middle  of 
Winter,  and  had  its  n^nifeft  Caufe  in  ex- 
tream  Cold.  Feme  Urn  (a)  afferts  the  Rife  .of 
feveral  PefHlences  from  the  fame  Caufes: 
As  alfo  does  Morellm  (h)  obferve  great  Ma¬ 
lignities  to  proceed  from  fome  Northerly 
cold  Winds.  Tim  Livy  (c)  likewife  men¬ 
tions  a  Peftilential  ConjUtution  arifing  from 
intenfe  Cold  ',  but  1 Vhyfical  Hlftories  abound 
with  fuch  Relations. 

4.5  V.  ‘  ...  .  - 

O  F  the  ftrange  and  fudden  Effects  of 
intenfe  Cold  and  dry  Winds,  we  have  very 
furpr’zuig  Account?  from  thofe  who  have 
travelled  into  Countries  where  they  are  the 
moil  flequent.  Dr.  Bernard  Connor  (d)  before- 
mentioned,  relates,  That  when  he  was  in 
Poland^  it  was  alferted  to  him  by  very  ere- 
ditable  Teftimonies,  that  it  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  in  Lithuania ,  and  fome  of  the  Northern 
Tra£is  of  Mufcovy  and  Tart  ary  ;  that  if  fome- 
times,  through  the  Kegleft  of  the  Shepherds, 
their  ifnall  Cattle,  as  Sheeps  Goats ,  and  the 

like. 


(a)  Ibid. 

(b)  De  Febr.  purp.  Cap.  2. 

(c)  Lib.  5 .  decad. 

(W)  De  Antris  Lethiferis*  Art.  2, 


like,  be  left  expofed  in  the  Night-time  to 
the  Northerly  Winds ,  they  are  frequently  found 
next  Morning  perfe&ly  ftiif  and  dead,  in 
£he  lame  Pofture  as  they  are  wont  to  be 
in  at  their  Stalls  and  Cribs :  And  there  are 

^  }  ..  ►  t  .  /  .v.  i 

divers  Accounts  of  Perfons  in  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  who  have  been  fo  fuddenly  transfixed, 
ftiffened,  and  killed  by  thofe  Blafis ,  as  to 
have  continued  on  Horfeback  in  the  fame 

■  .  «  ?  :  ,  t  v; 

Pofture  as  when  Living,  till  the  Ijiorfe,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Road,  has  brought  them 
to  their  Journey’s  End  :  And  the  above- 
mentioned  Phyfician  (V)  tells  us,  that  when 
he  was  at  Bnijfels ,  he  was  informed  by  a 
Sfanijh  Captain,  that  of  a  Party  of  Horfe  that; 
was  lent  out  for  Booty  in  a  very  coldSeafon 
one  by  Accident  loft  the  reft  of  the  Body  • 
and  Riding  about  feme  time,  before  he  could 
find  his  Way,  or  any  Refrelhment,  he  was 
fo  transfixed  with  the  Cold  as  to  be  quite 
killed,  but  continued  on  Horfeback  in  the 
Pofture  of  a  Live  Perfon,  until  his  Korle  at 
laft  happened  to  find  the  Way  back  to  his 
Quarters,  whither  his  Company  had  before 
got,  and  miffing  him,  feared  he  had  fallen 
into  the  Enemies  Hands }  but  when  they 

came 

V.  I 


(#)  Loco  cir. 
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me  to  congrstuiate  him  upon  his  faffc 
Return,  they  went  fo  near  as  to  Ipeak  to 
him  ,  and  take  hold  of  him,  before  they  per- 
ceived  him  to  be  dead. 

t  (n  .  •*  >'  *-*■  ,  1  ft 

T  O  Blafls  of  this  kind  it  undoubtedly  is, K 
that  Fruit  Trees  and  Plants  do  fo  frequently 
fuffer,  elpecially  after  a  warm  early  Spring, 
after  the  vegetable  Juices  have  began  to  rife 
and  fhoot  into  Buds  and  Leaves.  Inllanc.es 

y  >  -  *  '  '  *  '  y' 

»• 

of  this  Nature  we  frequently  find  in  our 
own  Countrey  \  and  I  have  had  Opportunity 
to  obferve,  more  than  once,  that  upon  fuch 
BLtfis ,  the  Trees  have,  on  that  fide  towards 
the  Wind,  been  in  one  Night’s  Time  quite 
changed  in  the  Colour  of  the  Leaves  and 
fbme,  of  the  moff  tender  fort,  almoft  ftripped 
bare,  their  Leaves  falling  oif  dry,  as  in 
tymn. 

BUT  there  is  fomething  yet  further,  he- 
fiies  particular  Cpnffiturions  of  Air,  that  is 
taken  Notice  off  by  Phyffcians,  as  a  general 
Caufe  of  Maladies  of  this  kind  ^  and  that  is 
what  is  commonly  called  Contagion  or  In  fettle 
on  ^  by  this  Term  Contagion  is  underffood  a 
Diieaie  ariffng  from  the  Contaft  of  fuch  Bo¬ 
dies  or  Particles  as  have  in  them  a  Power 
of  Altering  the  due  ’ Grafts  of  a  healthful 

Perfon, 

S'  J 


t 


Perfon,  and  inducing  ftill  one  common  iDlfe 
eafe  •  thefe  Particles  are  generally  called  by 
Phyfical  Writers  Cant  agio  fa,  or  Con- 

iagij  Seminia  and  the  Difference  of  Peft:-’ 
lences  arifmg  from, thele  Caufes  feems  much 
to  differ  from  what  have  been  hitherto  ta¬ 
ken  Notice  of,  as  the  former  cannot  be  ihun- 
ned  but  by  quite  leaving  the  difeafed  Cli¬ 
mate,  or  by  fuch  a  Strength,  or  Turn  of 
ConfHtutidn,  as  refifts,  or  yeilds  not  to  the 
general  Diforder  5  whereas  in  this  laft  Cafe, 
a  Perfon  feems  to  be  equally  fife  in  any  Air 
that  is  not  impregnated  with  thefe  conta¬ 
gious  Effluvia,  and  the  greatefe  Danger  arifes 
from  the  Nearnefs  to  difeafed  Perfons,  of 
whatsoever  elfe  is  capable  of  harbouring  thofe 
mifchievous  and  fecret  Meffengers,  as  the- 
Poet  (a)  takes  Notice* 

Quo  proprior  quiff,  eft,  fervitq °7  fid  dim  agrtf 

In  partem  Lethi  citius  venk. 

THE  Hiftories  of  Phyfick  abound  with 
Relations  of  Peftilences  from  no  other  Caufe 
than  what  arifes  from  the  Importation  of 
the  Difeafe,  if  it  may  be  fo  termed,  from 

diffant 


(a)  Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  7. 
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diftant  Countries  •  and  fometimes  not  by  Per- 


Ions  themlelves  diftempered,  but  by  the 
Conveyance  of  thefe  Fcfiilentid  Miafms  in 
their  Cloaths  or  Wares  imported  in  the  Way 
of  Trade.  Fracaftorifts,  (a)  an  eminent  Italian 
Phyficiaii,'  tells  us,  That  in  the  Year  Fifteen 
Hundred  and  Eleven,  when  the  Germans  wer£ 


in  PoTeiiionof  Verona^  there  arofe  a  deadly 
Difeale  amongft  the  Soldiers  from  the  Wear¬ 
ing  only  a  Coat  purchafed  for  a  fniall  Value  7 
for  it  was  obferved,  that  every  Owner  of  it 
foon  fickened  and  died  •  until,  at  laft,  the 
Caufe  was  fo  manifefily  from  forhe  I  life  cf  ion 
in  the  Coat,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be 
burned.  Ten  Thou  find  Per  Ions,  he  fays, 
were  computed  to  fall  by  this  Plague  be¬ 


fore  it  ceafed. 


FROM  the  fame  Caufe,  that  is,  inferred 
Garments,  and  Merchandize,  Mercwialis 
takes  Notice  of  a  Plague  in  his  Time  at 
V mice  7  and  Af}ianm  Alexandrinus  (b)  aiTures 
us,  that  the  Celuy  after  a  ConqueR  over  the 
lllyricij  and  in  Po Teflon  oi  their  Plunder, 
Were  infe&ed  with  a  grievous  Plague,  which 
the  Illyrici  then  laboured  under.  Ttycidides 

alio,* 


W  De  morbis  contag;  lib. 
W  De  Bello  Illyrico. 


cap  7, 
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alfo,  in  his  Relation  of  the  Plague  at  Athens j 
intimates,  That  it  was  brought  from  fome 
Part  of  Ethiopia  by  the  like  Means.  And 
Proffer  Alpinus  (a),  before  mentioned,  feems  to' 
lay  the  greateft  Strefs  for  the  Frequency  of 
the  Plague  at  Grand  Cairo ,  to  the  Traifick 
with  thofe  Countries  as  are  hardly  ever  free 
from  Peftilential  Difcafcs.  A  great  many  Phy- 
ficians  have  charged  the  Plague  in  Sixteen 
hundred  and  lixty  three  at  Amfterdam ,  to  the 
Infection  of  fome  Pefiilential  Miafins  which 
were  tranfported  from  Smyrna  and  Algiers y 
then  much  infeOied  with  fuch  Difeafes,  with 
fome  Merchandize  ;  by  which  Means  likewife 
it  was  conjeflured  foon  afterwards  to  reach 
London ,  and  feveral  other  Parts  of  Emlavd* 
as  it  appears  from  the  preceding  Account 
Of  Dr.  Hodges.  To  this  Purpofe  I  remember 
to  have  read  a  ftrange  Story,  fcmewhere  in 
Bakers  Chronicle,  of  a  great  Rot  amengff 
Sheep,  which  was  not  quite  rooted  out  un¬ 
til  about  Fourteen  Years  Time,  that  was; 
brought  into  England  by  a  Sheep  bought  for 
its  uncommon  Largenefs,  in  a  Country  then 
infected  with  the  fame  Diftemper  :  And 
upon  this  Account  it  is  that  the  Prudence 

of 


£<*}  De  Medic.  Egypt* 
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6f  tliofe  Nations  and  States  are  to  be  j  uni¬ 
fied,  who  enjoin  all  Perfons  and  Merchandize 
from  infefled  Countries*  to  flay  a  certain 
Time  upon  their  Coafls  and  Borders  before 
they  are  fullered  to  intermix  with  a  health¬ 
ful  People  ^  having  by  fuch  Inflances  as  here 
mentioned  been  juflly  alarmed  at  the  In~ 
croachmeut  of  fuch  dreadful  Deflroyers. 

THESE  Hihorical  Fragments  are  put 
together,  in  Order  to  apprize  thofe  Readers 
who'  have  not  been  very  converfant  with 
Things  of  this  Kind,  with  the  various  Ways 
by  which  the  moil  dangerous  Difeafes,  and 
even  fudden  Death,  may  be  introduced  into 
our  Conilitutions,  by  the  Agency  of  very 
minute  and  unheeded  Caufes  j  and  iikewife 
the  better  to  fupport  the  Diflin&ion  ne- 
ceifary  to  be  made  between  Epidemic  DiR 
eafes,  and  a  Contagion  }  as  well  as  to  illuflrate 
the  Manner  whereby  the  latter  liibfifls, 

fpreads,  and  proves  fatal,  when  the  CaufeS 

■ 

producing  the  former  are  abfent. 

Epidemic  Dileafes  of  all  Kinds  and  De¬ 
grees  of  Exacerbation,  have  their  Rife  front 
feme  common  Caufe,  that  affefts  all  within 
its  Extent  more  or  lefs,  in  Proportion  to  the 
particular  Fitnefs  of  different  Conilitutions 


to 
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to  be  affected  by  it : 


by  .the  Ikllmiati 


L)o£lrine  we  are  taught,  how  all  thofe 


Changes  are  made  in  the  Blood,  when 
thrown  into  a  Fever  by  thefe  Caufes,  even 
from  the  moft  ilmple  Ephemera ,  to  the  molt 
complicated  andnialignant  Cafes  whatioever , 
to  which  therefore  the  Reader  mult  be 


referred,  for  a  clear  Underftanding  of  fuch 
Matters  j  it  being  fufficient  to  our  Purpofe 

.?  .  i  i 

here  to  oblerve,  that  he  demonstrates  all 

k  ,  :  ^  ^  '■  '  *  ■  ■ 

fevers  to  be  attended  with  feme  fault  in 

r-  i  '  - 

the  Blood?s  Motion,  Quantity,  or  Quality, 
or  in  feme  or  all  of  them  together  •  and 
that  its  chief  Fault  m  Quality,  (which  is 
moft  to  the  prefent  Cafe)  confifts  in  an 
unequable  Fluidity,  fome  Parts  of  it  being 
rendered  thinner,  and  others  thicker  at  the 
fame  Time,  than  in  a  natural  State }  not 


unlike  what  happens  to  all  coagulated  Li¬ 
quors. 


FROM  this  Condition  of  Bloody  this 
great  and  wonderful  Man  goes  on  to  fhew, 
through  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Propofi- 


\  tions,  that  the  coagulated  Part,  which  he 


1  commonly  diftingmfhes  by .  the  ISiame  of 
Lent  or,  does  accumulate  in  the  capillary 


I 


VefTels  until  their  Endeavours  of  Reftitu- 
lion,  as  in  all  ElaRick  Bodies,  are  greater 
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than  the  protruding  Force,  when  by  the 
'Arteries.  Re-aftioai  upon  it,  the  Lent  or  is 
fhook,  diflodged,  and  wafhed  away  into  the 
Veins,:  and  ordinary  Courfe  of  Circulation, 
there  continuing  its  Prog  refs'  till  it  is  either 
lifted  for  fome  Secretion  and  Evacuation,  or 
again  lodged,  in  the  Capillaries,,  to  bring  on 
a  new  Paroxyfm. 

THIS  unequable  FI  utility  of  the  Blood 
arifes  from  two  general  Caufes,  either  from1 
fuch  Means  as  dimlnifh  its  Motion,  or 
from  the  Mixture  of  fuch  Particles,  as 
cannot  only  of  themielves  be  reduced  by 
the  dig eiHve  Powers  into  homogeneous 
Bifpofitions  therewith  *  or  as  have  a  Faculty 
to  put  in  Fulion  fome  Parts  of  the  Mafs, 
and  leave  the  other  thicker  than  before  •  / 
thefe  are  particularly  enumerated,  and  their 
Ways  of  Operation  d’iftinflly  demonitrated 
by  Bellinis 

CONFORMABLE  to  this  Change* 
iii  the  Blood,  which  is,  the  common  Prom- 
ptuary  of  all  the  other  animal  Fluids,  every 
1  hing  feparated  from  it  ha4  h  fome  cor- 
refpondent  Affe£iions and  the  nervous  Fluid 
in  particular,  which  is  leparated  from  a 
Mats  io  unequally  fluid,  cannot  but  in  it 
*“*  ""  felf 


of  pefttlenttai  Utfedjes. 

have  lome  Parts  too  fine*  and  Others 

too  grofsj  befides  the  Inequalities  in  the 

<  .  , 

Times  and  Quantities  of  its  Separation  - 
from  all  which  the  fame  Author  accounts 

t  '  '  '  *  \  A  j  .  ■  *;  •  ,  i  ; 

for  thofe  Affe&ions,  termed  nervous,  which 
are  the  Concomitants  of  Fevers :  And  in 
the  Profecution  hereof  he  frequently  takes 
Occafion  to  fpeak  of  this  Fluid  to  be  thin, 
iharp,  hot,  fiery,  dry,  c rc»  as  the  faline  and 
rigid  Parts  in  its  Compofition  are  by  the 
Biftemper  more  or  lefs  lubtilized,  or  more 
or  lefs  defrauded  of  its  huiiiid  Pafts  by 
Exhalation 


FURTHERMORE,  in  this  great 
Biforder  of  the  ConfHtution,  and  inordinate 
Hurry  and  Colludation  of  the  Fluids,  fome- 
times  the  Solids  are  maintained  in  their 
Contradions  arid  Motions^  until  the  Particles 
hither  introduced  from  Abroad,  of  gene- 
rated  in  the  Body,  which  cannot  be  aflimu- 
lated  into  homogeneous  Qualities-  are 
thrown  cut  of  the  Courfe  of  Circulation 
by  the  natural  Difcharges^  by  Tranfpira- 
tion,  or  by  Abcefces  *,  and  the  animal 
Fluids  reftored  to  their  natriral  State.  But 
when  Matters  are  brought  to  this  pafs,  it 
happens  that  the  very  Means  of  favmg  one 
Perfon,  may  prove  the  Deftruttion  of  many 

S  i  others ; 
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d  -f  'W  *'  ,  «  '  «U  »  ♦  • 

Others }  becaufe  what  is  thus  critically 
thrown  off  by  one,  hath  a  Faculty  of  ex- 


citing  the  like  Diforders  in  the  Fluids'  of 
another,  when  it.  is  infinuated  into  them  i 

nf  ;•  7  'j  .......  -  -  '  ‘  ' 

as  a  very  fjnall  Quantity  of  fome  fermen- 
ing  Subffances  will  communicate  its  Effi- 

J  .  :  -  r  \  *  ■  /  *  - r 

cacies  ,a  very  great  Way,  and  put  very 
great  Parcels  of  Fluid  into  the  like  Agita¬ 
tion.  And  this  is  the  Way  by.  which  a 


malignant  Fever  comes  to  be  infectious,  and 
a  PeJFlence  -changes  into  a  Contagion  \  as 
Mini  more  largely  explains  it  in  his 
XXVIIhd?  Proportion  of  Fevers*,  from  the 
whole  of  which  it  is  manifeft,  as  Dr.  Mead 


hath  exp  re  Bed  it  in  his  fifth  Effay  ofPoifons , 
that  the  Effects  of  the  one  acre  the  Caufe  and  Be - 
pinniw  of  the  other.  . 

*->  -  J  .  ;.  *•  v  •  •  -  ■_ 

*  l  :  ,.-jT  '  rrf  0*T  •<  f  !  r.  ?}  ;.-e  ■■■• 

T  O  bring  then  .this  nearer  to  the  Mat- 
ter  under  Examination;  the  Plague  which  is 

~  jl .  ■  )  ■  ..O'  ■  -  ■ 

.  defer  ibed  in  the  foregoing  Pages,  was  Frid¬ 
ay  and .  properly  a  Contagion  *  and  by  all 
Accounts  of  the  belt  Authority,  That  which 
hafh  made  fuch  vaft  Devaftations  in  fome 
Parts  of  France ,  and  now  continues  to  rage 
^moiigli  them,  to  the  great  Terror  of  their 
Neighbours,  is  qjfo  of  the  fame  Kind  ^  and 
was  brought  to  them  in  Merchandize,  and 
j*  Ship’s  Crew,  who- were  Tick  of  a  peffi- 

lential 


of  pejiflential  Vifrafes.  %6 1 
tential  Difeafe  all  their  Voyage  Home  from 
feme  Parts  of  Turkey  j  in  neither  of  thele 
there  being  any  Manner  of  Fault  chargeable 
upon  the  Air,  or  to  any  other  Caufes  before 
enumerated  in  producing  a  Fefiilence . 


THE  Symptoms  of  That  now  Abroad 
are  reported  by  the  belt  Phyficians  ataongft 
them  to  be  fudden  Tains  in  the  Head,  great 
Loathing  at  Stomach ,  Teaching  to  Vomit ,  Cenflcr- 
nation ,  wild  Looks ,  trembling  Voice ,  Coldnefi  in 
the  extreme  Parts ,  low  unequal  Fulfe ,  Palenefi^ 
Delirium ,  Convulfions ,  Carbuncles ,  'Buboes', ,  livid 
Vefications ,  purple  Spots ,  Hemorrhages  *  the  tafi 

are  certain  Forerunners  of  Death.  All  which* 

-  *  -  .  .**■ 

more  or  lefs,  are  the  ■ conftant  Attendants  of 

».  ^  .  .  „  ,  >  -  .  oT- 

all  peftileritial  Fevers, 


T 


<z  » 


B  E  C  A  U  S  E  then  there  is  llich  a  vaft 
Difference  between  a  Fefiilence  arifirg  from 
.aftignable  Caufes  in  the  Air,  &c. .  and  a  '  fe¬ 


ftilence  from  a  Contagion ,  as  to  the  prefervative 
Means  efpecially  againft  them  •  and  that 
what  we  are  now  in  moft  Apprehenfion  of, 
is  of  the  latter  Kind  •  it  moft  concerns  us 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  Manner  of 
Infettion,  as  far  .as  we  can  reafbn  about  A- 
gents  fo  extreamly  minute  and  fab  tie.  How 
all  other  Antecedents  to  a  Pefiilence  exert 

S  3  fhenv 
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themfely.es  ii;  their  Influences  over  the  ani¬ 
mal  0 Economy,  Bellini  has  brought  even  to 
a  Demonflration  *,  but  as  to  a  Contagion,  he 


fays  little  :  which  therefore,  as  introdu&o~ 
ry  to  fome  following  Remarks, .  w$  ftialf 
here  infert* 


a*  As  this  Coagulation  and  Fulion  may  g© 
c  on  fo  far  as  to  fat  at  Liberty,  and  perfpire 
e  through  the  Surface  of  the  Body,  or  with 

*  the  Breath  in  Refpiration,  lqany  noxious 
Particles,  which  may  be  fo  fubtil  and  a- 

€  ftive,  as  to  enter  the  cutaneous  Pores  of 
other  Perfons,  or  mix  with  that  Air  which 
£  they  draw  in  Refpiration,  and  when  got 
z  into  the  Body,  be  able  to  make  the  lame 
f  Change  in  the  Blood,  both  as  to  its  Coa- 

*  gulation  and  Fuiion  *  hence  it  comes  that 
4  fuch  a  Fever  proves  contagious,  w;hich  is 
t  an  infeparable  Requifite  to  a  fefiilential 

*  Fever.  ; 

v  t  )'■  ■ 


€  But  this  is  not  only  thus  brought  about 
A  but  alfo  the  dillolved,  and  difperfed  Par- 
f  tides  may  longer  adhere  to  fome  inani- 

•v>  •  s  ^  ,  f  -V 

1  mate  Bodies  than  others,  as  to  Woollen 
*  and  Linen  Cloaths,  Papers,  c re.  and  thefe 
1  Particles  may,  by  the  Steam  of  a  living 


1  Body,  or  by  the  Means  of  any  other  Heat, 


b 


e 


*  be  put  into  Motion,  fo  as  to  breath  out  of 
:t  thole  Lodgments,  where  they  quietly  re- 
e  fided,  and  obtain  fo  much  -Liberty,  and 
x  Aj&ibn  on  all£des,  as  will  carry  them  into 
€  the  cutaneous  Pores  of  any  Per  Ions  within 
6  their  Reach,  and  inftft  them  *,  and  on  this 
c  Account  a  Refiileme  may  bs  brought  from 

*  very  di'ftant  Countries,  lying  a  long  Time 
4  in  fuch  Manner  concealed,  and  then  fudden- 

*  ly  breaking  out  ^  with  many  .other  Gu> 
€  cuinftances  of  like  Nature* 

.  *•*•.*  >  S’  ’'•> 

‘  ;  "  '  •  *  ^  :  i  }  1  n  1  \  . 

*  RUT  if  thefe  fubtile  and  aflke  Parti- 
c  cles  be  of  that  Nature,  that  they  can  pe« 

*  rietrate  the  Pores  of  other  Animals,  and 
4  occafion  a  like  Coagulation  of  their  Blood, 

*  not  only  Men,  but  Brutes  alio,  will  be 
€  feized  with  a  Feftilence  j  but  this  does  not 
€  always  very  necelfarily  happen }  becaufe 
e  the  Blood  of  Animals  is  different  from  hu- 

‘  €  mane  Blood,  fo  that  although  thefe  Par- 
6  tides  are  fuppofed  to  get  into  it,  it  does 
s  not  therefore  necelfarily  follow  that  they 

*  muil:  vitiate  it,  any  more  than  will  Aqua, 
(  Regia  dilfolve  all  kinds  qf  Metals  *  but 

*  yet  Brutes  of  all  kinds,  or  fome  of  them 
c  only,  will  be  leized  equally  with  Mem 

V 

when  this  fubtile  and  aSive  Ferment, 
f  which  penetrates  the  Surface,  is  of  that 

$  4  f  Nature, 
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c  Nature,  as  will  taint  the  Blood  of  other; 

j  ’ 

■  •  r  '  :  i  C  ,  *■*  ■  *' 

ff  Animals  with  thole  fejfilential  Requifites. 

,  .  :  .  '  *  •  ■  ■■■  ..  _  '  m 

c  A  S  this  kind  of  Contagion  then  can 
>  eafily  proceed  from  an  infe&ed  Perfon 
5  at  a  great  Diflance,  as  often  as  the  ndxi- 
€  ous  Particles  can  reach  another  Perfon, 
c  and  give  that  Degree  of  Coagulation  and 
€  Fufioii,  as  is  neceiTary  to  a  Tefiilence ,  the 
f  more  aggravated  then  will  be  this  Cal  am  i- 

*  tyj  and  more  eafily  fpread,  when  a  health- 
c  ful  Perfon  is  near  to  one  already  infe&ed *, 
£  and  yet  much  more  worfe,  if  it  is  in  Con- 

*  taft  with  thofe  Parts,  which  more  plen- 

*  tifully,  and  with  a  greater  Impetus,  breath 
c  out  mfefted  Steams,  as  if  the  Air  arifing 
€  from  the  Mouth  and  Lungs,  which  muft 
~  be  ext  ream  ly  hot,  or  the  Perfpiration  of  a 
c  Carbuncle  when  it  is  greatly  inflamed  * 

*  for  in  this ;  Cafe  the  exhaling  Particles 

*  will  be'  in  their  greatexF  Activity  when 
~  near eft  the  recipient  Body,  and  likewife 

*  more  denle,  that  is,  more  numerous,  and 
f  confequentiy  of  greateft  Efficacy. 


c  BUT  it  is  not  every  one  that  is  feiged 
with  a  PeJHlence  from  Contagion,  by  Means 
f  or  Steams  exhaling  from  any  particular 
f  Parts  of  the  Body  :  but  only  when  thefe 
l  Steams,  and  the  Air  it  felt,  hath  joined 
_  .  .  ■  h  with, 
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?  with,  and  interfperfed  through  it  Par? 
£  tides  of  vitiated  Faculties;  and  then 

:  ^  ^  r  ■  t 

*  this  Kind  of  Fever  will  eafily  be  communis 
c  cated,  and  necelfarily  enfue,  not  only  on 

*  Account  of  what  gets  into  the  Body  with 
c  the  infpired  Air,  but  becaufe  ajfo  the  whole 
c  Body  is  furrounded  with  fuch  an  Infection, 

*  wherein  the  npxious  Particles  floating  a- 
6  bout  on  all  Sides,  will  endeavour  to  pene-v 
c  trate  through  the  Pores  upon  the  Surface, 
c  and  get  that  Way  into  the  Blood  ^  for  ah 
1  though  the  Skin  is  thicker  upon  the  Sur- 
€  face  of  the  Body,  than  that  Pellicle  cover- 
€  irig.'the  Veffels  in  the  Lungs,  and  for  that 
c  Reafou  it  requires  longer  Time  for  fuch 
c  Partxiesto  get  that  Way  into  the  Blood, 
c  and  the  Habit  of  the  Body,  yet  it  is  no 
€  Argument  that  they  cannot  get  that  Way 
f  at  all,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Juices. 

B  Y  this  we  are  able  to  gather,  that  when 
a  Fever  from  fome  Faults  in  the  Non-naturals 
comes  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Malignity, 
it  makes  fuch  a  Change  in  the  animal  Fluids 
as  renders  fome  Parts  of  them  poifonous,  and 
capable  of  exciting  the  like  fermentative 
Motions,  wherefoever  they  come  into  a  pro¬ 
per  Subjed,  without  any  of  thofe  procatar- 
die  Caufes  as  gave  Kile  to  the  Fever  of  tne 
firft  Perfon  feized.  OF 

4  \  ■  -  » 
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O  F  what  Nature  then  this  Poifon  is  we 
may  conje£lure  from  the  Circumftances  of 
its  Production.  All  animal  Bodies  do  more 
or  lets  generate  a  Salt ;  or  rather,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  tih.e  Strength  of  their  digeftive 
Powers,  do  they  more  or  lefs  fubtilize  the 
faline  Particles  which  are  taken  in  with  their 
necehaty  Nouriihment.  This  is  abundantly 
manifeft  in  the  DiiHMation  of  many  animal 
Subftances,  which  plentifully  yield  a  volatile 
Salt.  But  indeed  in  the  Compohtion  of  this, 
in  a  natural  and  healthful  State,  there  is 
Joined  a  very  fubtilized  Sulphur  or  Oil  ; 
which  contempers  and  foftens  it  into  a  Fit- 
nefs  for  the  furpofes  of  the  OEcoriomy: 
And  under  this  Modification,  it  becomes 
the  Principle  of  Vitality,  and  the  chief  In- 
if  ru merit  of  animal  4Clion  ;  not  unlike  what 
this  is  conceived  to  be,  is  the  common  Sal 
volatile  ojeofim ,  or  any  other  Spirits  drawn 
from  odorous  Bodies. 

IT  matters  not  what  Names  Perfons 
pleale  to  diflinguiili  this  by,  in  an  humane 
Body  ^  but  that  fomewhat  of  this  Kind  is 
naturally  the  Produce  of  its  digeftive  Pow¬ 
ers,  in  the  higheE  Degree  of  Comminution 
or  Subtilization  they  are  capable  of  bring- 
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|ng  any  Thing  to,  no  one  will  queftion  ^  and 
that  thofe  minute  Threads  or  Fibres,  of 

•  f  -  - 

which  the  whole  is  a  Compofition,  are  ani¬ 
mated  by  it  \  or,  to  fpeak  more  ffriftly,  owe 
to  it  their  Elasticity  and  motive  Faculties™ 

I  T  is  hoped,  that  no  qne  who  hath  been 
accuftomed  to  Reafonings  of  this  Nature, 
will  find  any  Difficulty  in  conceiving  fuch  a 
Difference  of  Principles,  fo  finely  blended 
together,  as  here  fuggefted  of  a  faline,  and 
an  oleous,  or  humid  Subffance :  And  who* 
foever  reads  Bellini ,  or  any  others  who  have 

i  '  "■  *  ►  .  <  . '  •  .  ■  X; 

wrote  in  the  fame  Manner,  will  find  conti¬ 
nual  Regard  had  to  thofe  two  Principles, 
even  in  the  animal  Spirits  *,  for  without  it 
there  can  be  no  Notion  had  of  what  is  fb 
frequently  mentioned,  and  which  by  their 
Effects  we  find  muff  be  true  of  them,  that 
they  are  too  dry,  hot,  aftive,  fiery,  and 
the  like ;  or  too  humid,  vapid,  flun^ifli, 
yifcid,  &c.  And  it  is  further  equally  ma- 
nifeft,  that  in  Proportion  to  the  greater  or 
leffer  Degrees  of  Motion  in  thofe  Fluids, 
from  whence  this  fubtile  Compofition  is 
generated,  and  the  Concufiions  of  thole 
fine  Threads  into  which  it  is  feoarated 

x  7 

will  it  err  in  one  or  qthfr  of  the  foregoing 

Extremes™ 

!  •  n  ■ '  ) 
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t  i  f  X  f  C  '  ^  f  V  it  *. 
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IK  a  Fever  therefore,  where  the  animal 
Fluids  are  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  Agita¬ 
tion,  and  from  Caufes  too  of -a  coagulating 
Nature,  it  ought  to  he  no  Wonder  that  even 
this  fubtile  Union  fhould  be  in  fome  Mea- 
fore  diffolved,  and  the  fofter  and  more  humid 
Farts  broke  and  exhaled,  lb  much  as  to 
leave  the  more  rigid  and  faline  ones  not 
only  unfit  to  lubricate  thofe  Elaftick  Threads, 
wherein  they  refide,  but  foarp  and  pointed 
enough  to  Simulate,  contract,  and  harden 
them  into  all  Lofs  of  Motion, 

AS  the  De&ru&ioil  likewife  of  this  Nexus 
in  fb  fobtile  a  Fluid  leaves  the  faline  Parts 
capable  of  injuring  even  that  O Economy 
Which  gave  it  Exigence,  fo  may  its  Volati¬ 
lity  favour  its  Elcape  in  a  great  Meafure  by 
Tranfpiration,  fo  as  to  alfe£l  alfo  other  Per- 
fons  within  its  Reach  ;  and  Thefe  with  all 
other  Particles  of  like  Nature,  which,  by  an 
Over- Agitation,  and  fermentative  Motion  of 
the  animal  Fluids,  are  lepa rated  from  the 
foder  and  lubricating  Compofitions  with 
which  they  were  naturally  joined,  and  which 
by  their  Volatility  tranfpire  and  float  in  the 
Aii,  we  take  to  be  the  true  ccntarlom  Afiaf- 
matay  that  convey,  propagate,  and  continue  a 

Tcfii- 
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PeJKlence ,  after  the  Caufe  firft  railing  it  ceafes, 

».  •  '  •  t  *  V 

«  .  i  4  "{  ^  '  ’A  ,  » 
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HO  R  will  this  feem  ftrange  to  any  wild 
are  accuftomed  to  refleCt,  how  many  Sub- 
fiances  are  changeable  into  a  poifonous  Ka^ 
ture,  which  before  were  not  only  incite  ufive, 
but  uleful  to  the  Purpoles  of  Life.  Some 
Minerals,  whofe  laline  Parts  in  their  Pro- 
du Orion  are  naturally  blended  with  good 
Quantities  of  Sulphur,  are  harmlels,  and 
good  Alterants  j  but  when  by  any  Means  thole 
Principles  are  lepatated,  the  faline  Parts  be¬ 
come  ftrong  Emetlch  and  Catharticks,  even  to 
the  Degree  of  a  Poifom  Who  does  not  know 
that  Antimony  may  be  taken  crude  in  large 
Quantities  without  any  manifeh  EffeCt,  but 
that  the  Chymift  can  take  fomewhat  from 
it,  that  in  few  Grains  ihall  operate  beyond 
the  Poxver  of  a  ftrong  ConffitutiOn  to  bear  ? 


THOSE  Arrows  of  Death  therefore 


that  make  fuch  dreadful  Slaughter  in  a 
Contagion,  are  the  animal  Salts  of  infe&ed 


Perfons,  fet  loofe  from  their  natural  Combi¬ 
nations,  and  fubtilized  into  the  highefl  De¬ 
gree  of  Volatility,  by  the  Agitation  and  fer¬ 
mentative  Motion  of  a  Fever.  And  the 


Buboes,  Carbuncles,  &c.  in  a  Tcftilencc ,  are 
nothing  elfe  but  Collections  of  Particles,  or 


Coa- 
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Coalefcences,  formed  in  fuch  irregular  Me* 
tions,  and  thrown  out  of  the  Courfe  of  Cir- 
culatiori  by  thofe  neceffary  Laws  whereby- 
bvery  Thing  is  rejefted^  that  cannot  be  a$i- 
milated  into  homogeneous  and  like  Proper¬ 


ties  :  The  Matter  of  which  Excretions  & 

e  *  , 

J  ike  wife  of  fo  fubtile  and  fermenting  a  Na^ 
ture,  that  if  introduced  into  the  Fluids  of 


another  well  Ferfbn,  it  excites  there  the 
lame  Motion  and  Dilbrder. 


T  HIS  change  of  animal  Siibftances  into 
a  Poifon,  is  too  common  a  Truth  to  want 
any  Alteration  to  thofe  who  have  been  but 
indifferently  converfant  in  Natural  Enqui¬ 
ries.  And  it  is  greatly  to  our  Purpofe,  that 
even  thofe  Creatures,  which  are  generally 
deemed  poifdnous,  do  require  certain  Degrees 
of  Heatj  and  animal  Aft  ion,  to  exalt  their 
juices  to  fo  high  a  Degree  of  Volatility* 
as  to  put  on  the  Properties  of  a  Poifon,  and 
aft  as  fuch  upon  other  living  Creatures ;  info- 
much  that  it  is  not  only  an common  Obser¬ 
vation  that  thefe  Animals  lofe  their  poifo- 
nous  Nature  when  remov’d  into  Climes  col¬ 
der  than  what  is  natural  to  them,  but  that 
a!  A  they  are  not  lb  venomous  in  their  own 
Climates,  at  the  cooler  Seafbns  of  the  Yeaiy 
as  in  the  mod  fultry* 

BUT 
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BUT  the  Cafe  of  a  mad  Dog  entirely 
comes  up  to  that  of  a  Contagion  from  a 
Fever.  When  the  hotter  Seafons  of  the  Year 
throw  that  Creature  into  Madnefs,  it  is  ma- 
nifeftly  from  a  great  Incrcaie  of  Velocity 
and  Motion  in  the  Fluids,  which  brings  on 
what  is  equivalent  to  a  Delirium,  by  an  addi¬ 
tional  Impetus  upon  the  Brain,  and  for  want  of 
fo  much  Room  through  the  Skin  for  Tran- 
fpiration,  as  in  other  Animals' j  the  chief 
Evacuation  is  by  the  Glands  of  the  Mouth : 
That  is,  in  fhort,  the  D.Og  hath  a  Feveiyvhick 
breaks  the  natural  Texture  of  the  Juices, 
difengages  and  fubdlizes  the  more  rigid  or  fa- 
lineParts,and  crkically  dife barges  them  by  the 
moR  convenient  Outlets  the  Creature  is  fur- 
niihed  w  ith,  changed  into  Rich  a  poifonous  Na¬ 
ture,,  that  wherefoever  they  come  to  mix  with 
the  Juices  of  others,  they  excite  in  then!  the 
like  inordinate  and  mifehievous  Alterations. 

THIS  Theory  likewife  might  be  further 
ill  unrated  by  many  Irddances  from  inanima- 
ted  Fluids,  which  are  capable  of  being  put 
into  Fermentation  by  a  very  fina.ll  Portion 
of  Matter,  and  which  final!  by  fuch  an 
Agitation  from  new  Particles,  or  MolecuU 
having  Properties  of  communicating  the 

fame. 
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fame  Effects  to  another  quiefcent  Fluid  j  ndfc 
much  unlike  what  we  fee  in  the  Communica¬ 
tion  and  Propagation  of  Fife,  which  is  ex¬ 
cited  and  carried  on  in  proper  Subjects  from 
the  minuteft  Beginnings,  and  iricreafing  alfo 
in  its  own  Force  as  it  fpreads. 

WHEN  a  Perfon  therefore  falls  into  a' 
Fever  from  any  epidemic,  or  other  more 
private  Caufe,  and  that  Fever  rifes  to  fuch  a 
Degree  of  Malignity  as  is  always  fuppofed 
in  a  Peftilence ,  as  far  as  any  Effluvia  do  exhale, 
from  that  Perfon,  fo  far  may  he  be  faid  to 

1  '■  *”■’  n  '  »  »  -  •  -  i  -  .  1 

have  roiirid  him  a  contagious  and  poifonous 
Atmtjphcre  ^  becaufe  there  tranfpires  from  him 
fuch  Particles  as  will  excite  in  other  Animals 
of  like  Conflitution,  the  fame  fermentative 
Motions  as  thofe  to  which  they  owe  their 
dwn  Origin. 

ALTHOUGH  therefore,  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  epidemical  Difeafes,  and  during  the 
Subfiftence  of  their  common  Caufes,  parti¬ 
cular  Regard  is  to  be  had  to  thefe  Caufes,- 
and  the  Manner  whereby  they  afreCt  the  Peo¬ 
ple  ^  yet  when  it  is  come  to  this  pafs,  that 
the  Fever  it  felf  is  productive  of  a  Poilon,  or 
lomewhat  intirely  difagr’eeable,  that  commu¬ 
nicates  the  fame  Impreflions  upon  others, 

without 


without  any  Concurrence  of  the  firft  Caufe, 
then  fuch  a  Fever  is  truly  a  Peftilence  by 
Contagion,  and  all  precautionary  Regards 
ought  peculiarly  to  be  fuited,  to  prevent  its 
InfeCHon  or  Spreading  *  either  by  keeping 
the  well  Subje&s  clear  from  the  lick,  or  de- 
flroying  the  Influence  of  the  poifonous  Ex¬ 
halations,  or  fortifying  the  found  againfl:  it# 
But  to  thefe  Ends,  it  is  neceffary  to  have 
feme  tolerable  Notion  of  the  Manner  how 

.  i  ;  :  J  .  f  .  f  .  .  _<  ■  1  '•<  t 

thefe  fecret  Deflroyers  are  continued,  and 
conveyed  to  great  Diftances*. 

-*1  •  -  -  -  —  T  >__*  .  '  *  '  »  •  -i  '  ‘  t 

THE  mofl  common  Manner  of  convey¬ 
ing  and  fpreading  a  Contagion,  obfervabfe 
in  the  preceding  hiflorical  Collections,  and 
which  alfo  is  the  Cafe  of  our  prefent  Ap- 
prehenflons  from  Abroad,r  is  by  infeCted  Per- 
fens,  and  Merchandize  ^  it  being  attefled  by 
too  many  FaCts  to  admit  of  the  leafl  Doubt,' 
that  even  Packs  and  Bails  of  Goods  carry 
*  the  poifonous  \  Miaf mat  a  about  with  them  5 
and  from  the  Nature  that  we  here  fuppofe 
this  Poifon  to  be  of,  nothing  is  more  likely 
to  prefer ve  it  than  animal  Subflances,  as 
Hair,  Wool,  Leather,  Skins,  c fe.  becaufe  the 
very  Manner  of  its  Production,  and  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  its  Origin,  feems  to  give  it  a  greater 
Affinity  with  fuch  Subflances  than  any 

T  other, 
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other,  and  to  dilpole  it  to  reft  therein  totil 
by  Warmth,  or  any  other  Means  of  Diflodge- 
ment,  it  is  put  into  Motion,  and  raifed 
again  into  the  ambient  Air.* 


T  0  know  how  thele  Effluvia  come  to 
* 

iv£  fuch  fatal j  Influences  over  Mankind, 

and  to  underhand  their  Progreffion  from 

•die  firft  Seizure,  to  the  End  of  that  Di- 
'■  ,  ■ 
flemper  they  gave  Birth  to,  requires-  too 

many  Trecognkd  from  the  Mechanifm  of  the 

animal  O Economy,  and  the  Agency  of  fuch 

minute  Inftruments,  to  be  particular  about,  in 

the  Compafs  here  limited.  And  a  Reader 

Who  is  duly  fitted  for  fuch  Enquiries,  will 

find  the  utmoft  Satisfaction  from  Bellini  of 


Fevers ,  and  Dr.  Mead  of  Poifons }  how  the 
Blood,  and  all  the  Secretions  therefrom,  are 

•  V  I .  ■  J  i  ^  '■  V  '  ■  f  7  “4  ^ 

affetled,  and  changed  by  fuch  Caufes. 

(  •  ;  I  ;  •  '  ■.  i  ‘  ^  I  **r  7  -  ) 

W  E  fliall  here  therefore  only  fuggeft 
Tome  Hints  concerning  the  Suddennefs  of 
their  Seizure*  and  their  Energy  of  Opera¬ 
tion.  And  this  will  not  be  difficult  to  con- 

TTj  *  >  r  *  •  ~  r  f  -  »  - 

ceive  by  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  that 
univerfal  Property  of  Matter,  whereby  it  is 

more  or  lefs  determined  t6  draw,  and  unite 

■  . .  .  ..  >k 

again,  when  feparated  into  Parcels,  according 
to  the  greater  or  leffer  Affinities  of  their 
Figures,  Solidities,  and  Quantities  of  Motion. 

As 


?  ■  ► 

As  nothing  therefore  in  Nature  is  fuppofed  to 

hear  a  greater  Similitude,  than  in  this  Cafe 
the  natural  animal  Saits  do  with  what 
hath  been  fubtilized  arid  fet  on  Float  in 
the  Air,  it  can  be  no  Wonder  that  when  the 
Ambient  is  fated  with  the  latter,  they  rea¬ 
dily  join  with  the  former*  as  foon  as  they 
are  received  into  the  Body1;  And  this  is  Hip- 

*  n  ,  .. 

ported  by  the  Authority  even  of  Bellini * 
who  allows,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  XXVIIIfZ* 
Proportion ,  that  the  Antecedents  to  a  peftilen- 
lential  Fever  do  fometimes  vitiate  the  Spi¬ 
rits  immediately  in  Quality*; 

.  »  4  1  ■  i  (.  *■  •'  :  *  -  '  t  •  v  '  •• 

A  S  the  ordinary  Cburfe  therefore  of 
producing  Fevers  is  by  difordering  the  Blood 
firfl:  in  Quality,  with  fuch  Mixtures  as  coagu-% 
late-  it^  that  is,  as  make  it  unequally  fluid*' 
feme  Parts  being  thinner,  and  others  thicker 
than  natural  v  fe  by  thefe  extreamly  fubtile 
Effluvia,  in  2.  Contagion,  the  Spirits  are  deftroy- 
ed  in  their  natural  Texture,  and  the  more 
rigid  and  faline  Parts,  by  a  Combination  with 
the  venomous  Spicula ,  changed  into  Dilpofh 
tions  deftruftive  of  that  Conflitution  they 
were  before  deflined  to  preferve^  Whofe- 
ever  then  confiders  what  muft  be  the  necefla** 
ry  Confequences  of  fuch  an  immediate  De¬ 
pravation  and  Change  in  that  Fluid,  which 

T  t  -  U 
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is  an  .abfolute  RequTite  to  all  animal  Afticm,, 
will;  not  at  all  wonder  at  any  o/  the  Affe¬ 
ctions  which  are  commonly  entimerated  as 
the  Concomitants  of  a  Contagion  y  and  a  tole¬ 
rable  Acquaintance  with  the  O Economy*  by 


.  the  Help  especially  of  the  Authors  before 
,  referred  to  on  Fevers  and  Poifonsj  will  enable' 
any  one  to  account  federally  for  their  Pro- 
;dufiion. 


'  -T -V  *.  *■  f  r  -  - 
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.  T  H  I S  then  being  the  Cafe  of  a  Contagion^. 
that  a  Perfon  having  a  Fever,  critically  throws 
off  poifonous  Effluvia  j  which  were  generated 
during  fuch  irregular  Motions  of  the  animal 
-  Fluids,  infomueh  as  to  diffufe  for  fome  Di- 
ifance  round,  what  will  infe£l  other  Perfons 
within  their  Reach  j  and  that  fo  many  have 
fgpjt  this  Infe&ion,  that  no  Part  of  the  Air, 
for  fome  TraQ:  of  the  Country  together,  is 
free  from  them,}  the  poifonpus  j4tmofpberes , 
if  they  may  be  fo  termed,  of  the  infected, 
extending  and  mixing  into  one  univerfal,  com¬ 
mon  Contagion  •  this,  I  fay,  being  the  Cafe 
here  under  Examination,  why  any  at  all  fur- 
yive,  muft  be  owing  either  to  the  Goodnefs 
of  their  Conflitution,  or  to  proper  Means  to 
defend  againft  its  Infeftion,  or  to  conquer  it 
when  received  *,  which  naturally  brings  us  to 
confider  thele  two  important  Ends,  of  Prefer - 
■  -vation  and  Cure .  AS 
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A  S  for  the  Fir  ft  of  thefe,  the  common 

r^\  ^  "f  *’  •  ' 

Experience,  of  meaner  People  being  moftfy- 
carried  off,  admonifhes  all  to  live  upon  as  nu¬ 
tritive  and  generous  a  Diet  as  can  be  procured 
and  fuch  Things  as  not  only  yeild  due  Nou- 
rifhment,  but  Plenty  of  Spirits,  and  what 
eafily  perfpires.  For  there  are  many  Things 
of  good  Nouriftiment,  that  are  ipt  eafily  per- 
Ipired  fitch  as  all  light  and  vifeid  Subftan- 
ces,  as  Pork,  Fifii,  and  the  like,  which  there¬ 
fore  are  very  apt  to  go  into  Fermentation, 
and  generate  Corruption  j  in  ihort,  whatever 
even  the  common  People  have  Notions  of, 
as  apt  to  bring  Surfeits,  ought  to  be  avoided, 
and  fuch  Means  of  Subfifiance  complied  with,1 
as  generate  a  warm,  rich  Bloody  and  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Ways  of  Living  at  other 
Times,  fhould  every  one,  except  thofe  who 
accuftom  themfelves  to  Riot  and  Excefs, 
indulge  himfelf  at  a  higher  Rate* 

ROASTED  Meats  are  by  all  preferred 
to  boiled,  and  if  Pickles  and  high  Sauces  are 
ever  to  be  encouraged,  it  is  on  thele  Occafi- 

011s  j  and  Garlicky  Shallot ,  Onions ,  See.  are  ex- 

*  '  -  "  '  .• 

treamly  ferviceable,  and  preferable  to  the 
hot,  dry,  fpicy  Seafonings,  becaufe  their 
pungent  Volatility  feems  naturally  covered 

T  3  with 

*  s.  •  »  f  V  A 


27%  -  The  Caufes  and  Cure 

with  a  Sofcnefs,  or  baifamick  Quality,  mor$ 
agreeable  to  the  Nature  of  animal  Spirits. 
To  which  Purpofe  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  in  the  Hiftories  of  many  Peftilences, 
Notice  is  frequently  taken  of  the  Exemption 
of  Jews,  and  People  who  deal  much  in  fuch 
Fare,  from  Infection.  And  it  is  cuftomary 

4.  V.  * 

with  fome  experienced  Sailors,  to  lay  in 
great  Stores  of  fuch  Things  again#  their  Ar¬ 
rival  at  infefl:ed,  and  unwholfome  Countries, 
THERE  is  alfo  a  very  drift  Regard 
to  be  had  to  the  Firmnefs  and  Strength  of 
the  Solids,  which  is  greatly  abided  by  mo- 
derate  Exercifes,  but  carefully  avoiding  too 
much,  and  every  Thing  that  occafions  too 
great  an  Expence  of  Spirits  at;  a  Time, 
and  particularly  by  over-Warmth.  But  to 
this  Purpofe  I  cannot  conceive  any  Thing 
more  lerviceable  than  frequent  Immerfion  in 
cold  Water,  fo  that  the  Times  of  haying  in 
are  as  fliort  as  pofllble,  the  Good  received 
hereby  being  chiefly  in  the  fir#  Shudder 
and  Gonftriftion  j  and  it  is  particularly  to  be 
remembred, f  tho,f the  preceding  Author  hath 
omitted  it,  that  W atermen,  and  others,  whofe 
Occafions.  im ployed  them  much  upon  the 
River,  and  in  the  Cold,  buffered  lead  in  the 
late  Sicknefs,  The  Uie  of  Vinegar^  and  other 
are  affb  of  Service  for  the  like  Intention. 

YET 


I 


YET  befides  the  Helps  for  this  End  from 
common  Diet,  and  Way  of  Living,  A ili fen¬ 
ces  may  alfo  be  had  from  Medicinal  Prefer- 
vatives,  fuch  as  thofe  commonly  termed  An- 
tldotes ,  eorififting  of  fpicy  yolatile  Particles, 
which  afford  a  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal 
Spirits,  and  by  carrying  into  the  whole  Habit 
a  iine  fubtle  Oil,  the  better  fecure  them  againft 
thofe  Contagions  Sficula  which  are  in  Readi- 
nefs  to  mix  with  them  •  and  for  this  Purpofe, 
we  are  fumiflied  with  a  moft  elegant  and 
ufeful  Medicine,  ftnce  many  Authors  of  tsote 
have  wrote  on  this  SubjeO:,  which  is  the 
Sal  Volatile  Qleofum ,  if  it  be  well  loaded 
with  the  eiTential  Oils  of  Spicy  Ingredients  7 
although  Indeed  with  feme  Conftitutions 
more  retid  Compolitions  are  very  lultable':,  but 
they  all  agree  in  carrying  into  the  Habit  feme- 
what  that  both  recruits,  and  guards  theSpirits 
againft  any  foreign  Mixture,  or  from  unnatu¬ 
ral  Separations  of  their  faline  and  humidParts. 
And  to  the  fame  End,  in  robuft  Conftitu- 
lions,  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  fare  hard, 
the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Turpentine  frequently 
drank  in  fin-all  Dofes  might  be  a  great  Means 
to  preferve  the  poorer  Sort  from  Infaftion. 

T  4  BE- 
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BECAUSE  former  Writers  on  thefe  Gcca- 
Hons  have  given  .Formula  of  things  of  this  kind, 
much  more  prolix  and  inelegant  than  the 
prefent  Pra&ice  is  accuflomed  to,  it  may 
not  perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  give  two 
or  three  Examples  more  conformable  to  the 
latter.  But  becaufe  I  judge  fuch  general  Pre¬ 
scriptions  rather  of  Prejudice  than  Service, 
when  they  come  haftily  and  inadvertently  to 
be  required  by  the  common  People,  I  can¬ 
not  but  think  it  much  better  to  leave  fuch 
to  be  ordered  and  regulated  according  to  par¬ 
ticular  Perfons  Conftitutions  and  Exigencies, 


A  S  to  thofe  prefervative  Means  which  a 

.  '  ■  1  f  '  '  ■*  •  ’  ;  r<  -  : 

Government  only  have  the  Power  to  provide, 

they  mufi  likewife  be  left  to  thofe  who  have 

.  ■  n*  r  i  .  v 

thatPowei*  but,  with  due  Submillion  to  fiich, it 

^  ‘  r  '  ^  V  *  *  '  .  :  ’  '*  f  •  '  *  v/ 

is  conceived  that  removing  infe&ed  Perfons  is 

‘  -r  o  r  • 

a  much  eafier  and  fafer  Care,  than  ihutting 


them  up  in  great  Towns  :  And  it  was  certain¬ 
ly  the  greateft  Error  committed  in  the  late 

Hague  here,  as  our  Author  above  grievoully 

r*  "■  ■ 

complains, to.  confine  the  ftek  and  well  together. 


I  T  feems  a  Point  yet  in  Difpute,  whe¬ 
ther,  great  Fires  at  fuch  a  Time  are  of  Service 
or  hurtful,  which  to  me  is  fome what  wonder¬ 
ful,  becaufe  whofoever  conliders  the  Kecef 

fity 


fity  for  Air  in  Refpiration,  and  by  what 
Quality  it  becomes  of  fuch  real  Service  to 
the  Prefervation  of  Life,  cannot  think  fuch 
Fires  proper,  becaufe  they  deftroy  th^t  very 
Property  in  the  Air,  which  is  demonflrable  by 
innumerable  Experiments*  As  to  the  Diili- 
pation  indeed  of  peftilential  Vapours,  or 
their  Deftruttion  in  any  Manner,  they  u% 
doubtedly  may  do  Service,  but  then  tha^ 
ought  to  be  done  at  vaft  DiRances  only  from 
where  People  inhabit.  And  what  Fires  com- 
monOccafions  require  at  fuchTimes,are  rather 
to  be  made  with  fuch  Subftances  as  abound 
with,  and  yield  a  nitrous  Salt,  becaufe  that 
feems  to  be  the  chief  Support  of  the  vital 
Property  in  the  Air, and  fuch  are  our  common 
Coals  *  for  every  one  knows  how  much  more 
all  Wood-Fires  are  fuffocating,  and  give  a 
Languor,  and  Flatnefs  to  the  Spirits. 

PRESERVATIVE  Fumigations  are 
largely  talked  of  by  all,  on  thefe  Occafioris, 
and  they  with  good  Reafon  deferve  to  be 
pra&ifed,  becaufe  while  the  Poifon  is  on  Float 
in  the  Air,  it  may  undoubtedly  be  entangled 
fo  as  to  lofe  its  Power  of  afling  as  fuch  ; 
but  then  for  this  Purpofe  fuch  Things  ought 
to  be  ufed  as  exhale  very  fubtile  Sulphurs, 
as  the  fpicy  Drugs  and  Gums.  And  on  this 

Ac- 
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Recount  I  fufped  Wood-Fires  to  be  bad, 
beeaufe  they  raife  into  the  Air  a  very  grofs 
and  vifeid  Humidity,  which  is  not  only  very 
pnfit  to  lay  hold  on,  .and  unite  with,  the  ek~ 
treamly  minute  A  gents  that  are  to  be  provided 
again#,  but  alfo  carry  into  the  Lungs  with 
the  Air  in  Refpiration,  fuch  Particles,  as 
difpole  of  themfelves  to  Vifcidities,  and  fuch 
Changes  in  the  Blood,  as  are  the  Production 
of  the  word:  Fevers,  without  any  other  co¬ 
operating  Caufe  for  the  Fire  only  forces  out 
that  Moifkire,  which,  while  a  Tree  is  in  its 
Growth,  naturally  perfpires  from  it  ^  and  how 
an  Air  fo  impregnated  is  like  to  be  of  Service 
again#  a  Peftilence,  any  one  may  fcon  be  a 
judge,  who  considers  thofe  Kinds  of  Fevers 

T  .. 

which  are  mo#  commonly  epidemical  in 
Wood-land  Countries. 

*  '  '  ’  4  ,  '  i* 

SUCH  Drugs  however  as  are  from  a 
vegetable  Production, and  abound  with  fubtile, 
volatile  Parts,  are  of  Service  to  be  exhaled 
into  the  Air  this  way,  both  by  their  Fitnefs 
to  join  with,  and  cover  thofe  venomous  Splcula 
that  are  on  float ;  and  to  mix  with  the  Ani¬ 
mal  f  luids  by  Refpiration  and  Infinuation 
into  the  Pores,  whereby  they  convey,  as  it 
were,  an  Antidote ,  wherefoever  the  Poiibn  is 
a  Die  to  penetrate,  and  which  gr oiler  Va¬ 
pours  can  by  no  means  do.  OF 


O  F  this  kind  are  cheifly  St  or  ax ,  Benjamin.^ 
franklncenfe ,  and  ail  the  Aromatick  Roots  and 
Woods  *,  and  among!!  them  all,  I  cannot  think 
the  Smell  of  Tar,  Fitch,  &c.  is  inferior  in 

'  '  V  v  '  * 

any  Refpefts, where  its  Scent  is  not  particular¬ 
ly  offenfive.And  thele  Things  iliould  he  burnt 
at  fuch  Diftances  of  Time  from  each  other* 
that  the  Air  may  be  always  lenfibly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  them* 

*  i  ^  '  ,  ’v>* 

BUT  as  fome  have  fad  Appreheniions 
from  the  Air  being  Ril},  and  as  it  were  Rag- 
nant'  at  fuch  Times,  and  not  without  good 
Reafon,  as  it  favours  the  Collection  of  poifo-r 
nous  Effluvia,  and  aggravates  an  InfecHon  •  for 
the  Prevention  of  which,  it  is  propofed  at 
certain  Intervals  to  fir$  off  great  Guns,  and 
the  like  :  I  cannot  but  imagin,  that  for  this 
End,  it  would  be  much  more  effe£lual  to  let 
off  fmall  Parcels  of  the  common  Fulvis  FuU 
tnimns,  in  fuch  Openings  of  a  large  Town,  as 
Squares  and  Market-Places  •  for  whofbever 
hath  been  accuRomed  to  any  Experiments 
with  this  Compofition,  muff  have  perceived 
a  much  greater  Shock  given'  to  the  Air  by  its 
Explollon,  than  by  the  largeff  Pieces  of  Ord¬ 
nance^  infomuch  that  if  any  Objection  cam 


iliould 
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fhould  there  be  Occaiion,  it  is  the  craiie  Con* 
ditio.ii  ©f  the  City  Buildings,  which  perhaps 
may  not  well  ftand  its  Shocks,  were  they  t® 
be  made  with  good  Quantities  of  it  at  a  time. 


THE  Matter  iikewife  of  this  Gompofitioii 
in  fbme  Meafure  befpeaks  its  Ufefulnefs  for 
thefe  Furpofes  on  other  Accounts,  befides  its 
Elaftkk  Force,  becaule  it  dilfufes  into  the  Air 
great  Quantities  of  that  nitrous  Salt,  which 
is  known  to  add  much  to  its  Serviceablenefs 
in  Life :  And  whofoever  eonliders  how  much 


cheaper  this  is  to  be  procured,  and  how  mucl] 
eafier  pradifed  than  the  firing  off  Guns,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Middle  of  great  Towns,  cannot 
but  be  defirous  to  try  it,  in  Cafe  of  fuch  Ca¬ 
lamities  as  are  now  with  too  much  Reafo^i 
feared  *,  it  may  not  therefore  be  unaccepta- 
l>le  to  give  its  Gompofitioii  here. 


P  Sal.  Nitri  Partes  ii).  SaL  "tartar l  P .  ij.  Sul¬ 
phur  is  F.  j.  opt  i  me  mifccantur  in  Afortario,  par  am 
tepefa&o*  Xj*  fervetur  ad  ufuum  vafe  bene  obturato , 

r  4  r 


THIS  is  ordered  in  a  warm  Mortar,  and 
to  be  kept  ciofe,  becaufe  the  Salt  of  Tartar  is 
apt  to  imbibe  a  Moifture  from  the  Air, which 
binders  its  Explofion.  A  Drachm  or  two 
put  in  as  ciofe  a  Heap  as  poffible  upon  an 

Iron 


) 


Iron  Plate  b\rer  any  Fire,  will  in  a  little  Time 
go  off  with  a  Report  and  Concuffion  beyond 
that  of  any  Gun  whatfoever  j  fo  that  in  a 
calm  Seafon,  and  an  infefted  Air,  great  Ser¬ 
vices  may  undoubtedly  be  had  from  its  fre¬ 
quent  Pra&ice. 

A  S  to  the  curative  Part  in  fuch  a  terrible 
Vifitation,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  Rules 
can,  be  given  fuitable  to  every  one’s  Cafe  but 
by  fuch  as  attend  upon  them*,  and  the  moll  that 
can  be  in  general  laid  down  to  this  Purpofe, 
may  be  collefted  from  the  preceding  Trea- 
tife  of  Dr.  Hodges.  Although  as  to  the 
Choice  of  Alexipharmich^  they  are  certainly 
beft  that  are  mod:  fubtile,  and  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  carried  by  the  Courfe  of  Circulation  into 
the  fineft  Recelfes  of  the  Couftitution,  where- 
into  it  is  manifeft  the  extream  Subtilty  of 
the  pehilential  Poifon  is  capable  to  enter; 
And  amongft  all  of  this  Clafs,  I  take  Camphire 
to  be  much  the  more  preferable  *,  which  there¬ 
fore  1  would  propofe  not  only  to  be  repeated 
in  proper  Dofes  to  an  infe&ed  Perfon,  till  a 
due  Crips  is  obtained,  but  alfo  now  and  then 
given  to  thole  who  are  well,  by  way  of  Pre¬ 
vention.  And  becaufe  fome  Perfons,  not- 
withhanding  what  has  been  before  laid,  will 
be  pleated  with  fome  general  FormuU  to  thefe 

Pur~ 
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Purpofes,  the  following  are  offered  to  be 
Complied  with,  or  varied,  at  every  one’s  Dift 
cretion,  who  i$  a  judge  of  fuch  Matters; 

_  •'  .  '  .  {  •  '  '  .  •  ;  '  ffi  > 

■  •  I  ** 

Confer  v.  Ft  or.  For  if  mar .  ana  §  j.  Spez 

ties  diambra  fine  odor  ails  Z  j.  Balfam .  e  Mechd 
5  fs.  ptdv.  Croci  dngl.  9  j.  Syr.  Balfam .  q.  f  ui 
F.  EleBuarium,  cujus  fum .  quant  it  at  em  N.  M. 
ofnni  mane ,  &  bora  fomni  fuperbibendo  Haufi il¬ 
ium  Vini  albi  Lisboncnfis ,  vel  Hifpanki ,  tepefa&i. 
To  the  Night  Dole  of  this,  may  be  added 
fbmetimes  2  or  3  Grains  of  Camphire ,  efpe- 
dally  if  a  Perfon  feels  any  Indifpofition  that 
requires  a  breathing  Sweat,  fome  may  per¬ 
haps  like  the  following  better. 

Confi  Rut  a  §'  j.  AFithrid.  If  ft.  fulv.  Pol. 
Scordij  Z  j.  rad.  Contr oyer v.  Serpent arij  Virgin,  ana 
Z  ft.  Sal.  volat.  Viper ar.  Croci  angl.  ana  9  j.  Syr. 
Balfam .  q,  f  ut  f.  Elcft.  fumtnd.  codem  mode . 

V  ■  .  •  '•  *r  ;  f  (•  .  •  V  •  F 

- '  *  -  — “  ft  •' 

Or^ 

YA  ConfeEi.  Tracaltorij  fine  Alette,  Mithrid.  ana 
§  ft.  Bold  veri ,  Fcrra  Japon.  anaVS  j.  Caflor.  Sails 
fuccin .  Croci  angl.  ana  9  j.  Confecb.  Alkerm.  fine 
odor  at  is  q.  f  ut  F.  Elcftuarium  ad  vfum  pradiftumj 
frecipue  h.  fomni 
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BESIDES  a  precautionary  Ufe  of 
thefe  with  proper  Diluters,  and  under  the 
Direction  of  thofe  who  are  Judges  *7  feme 
Security  may  poffibly  be  had  from  odorife¬ 
rous  Subfiances  to  fmell  to,  efpecially  at  a 
Time  of  converlmg  with  the  infe£ted  -  for 
which  Purpofe  I  know  of  nothing  fo  grate¬ 
ful  and  efficacious,  as  the  Volatile  Sal  Armo-i 
macy  well  impregnated  with  the  eflential 
Oils  of  Aromatick  Ingredients,  and  as  it  is 
to  be  procured  dry,  to  be  kept  in  fmali 
Bottles, from  a  careful  DifHllation  of  the  com^ 
mon  Sal  Volatile  Oleofum.  But  if  in  any  Cafes 
more  fetid  Subftances  are  preferable,  Gom- 
pofitions  may  be  eafily  made  of  fuch  from 
Ru6y  FeatherfeWy  Galbanurriy  AJfa-fatiday  and  the 
like  •  for  thefe,with  fome  Perfons  agree  better 
than  more  grateful  Scents.- 

FREQUENTLY  to  dilfolve  in  the  Mouth 
the  following  Lozenge Sy  or  fomething  lik<e 
them,  I  alfo  imagine  may  be  of  Service  j 
efpecially  to  thofe  who  are  converlant  in  in- 
-  felled  Places. 

*  ’«> 

Boll'  veri  opt.  §  j.  Terra  Japon.  3  if.  Coral 
tub.  Margarit .  opt .  kvigat .  Flor .  Benz,,  ana  5  j.  fs. 
*/t  Cimmi+gut ,  xij.  Sacehar*  allril  lib.  j.  Mucelag. 

G  UTFfo 
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Gum .  Tragactinth.  in  aq.  Rofar .  Id  am.  oj.  f.  form .  in 
Troth,  ad  ufum  frxdittum.  For  thofe  who  like 
it,  may  be  added  iome  j4mbergreafe  j  enough 
to  give  a  light  Scent  of  in 

...  •  •  ■  i  •-  . 

PRESERV  AT  O  R  Y  Evacuations  of 
all  kinds  are  much  difputed  in  thele  Cafes, 
and  not  worth  our  particular  Regard  in 
this  Place  *  for  thus  much  is  plain  to 
all  who  who  are  competent  Judges  in  fuch 
Matters,  that  but  very  few  Circumftances 
can  juftifie  them  *7  beoaufe  every  Evacua¬ 
tion,  unlefs  that  of  Perfpiration,  gives  more 
Liberty  for  any  Thing  noxious  without, 
to  inftnuate  into  the  Pores,  as  there  is 
made  thereby  lefs  Reftftance  to  its  Admiftl- 
on  ^  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  the  Danger 
in  fuch  a  Practice,  by  leffening  at  the  fame 
Time  the  Quantities  of  Spirits  and  Strength, 
which  cannot  but  be  mifehievous  :  And  par¬ 
ticularly  ought  all  Perfons  at  fuch  Times 
to  avoid  too  lax  a  Temper  of  Body  ^  for 
which  Purpofe,  thefe  prefervatory  Means 
juft  hinted  at,  moftly  tend  to  aftringe  the 
Bowels,  and  increafe  Perfpiration. 

yjTf i  cion  -  J  cue.  tha^  f 
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